Woman's older sister testifies as Crown's last witness

M MURDER TRIAL

UATH WMBERLANO  TROA Nl . Z7/[07

ing

hoot

he confessed to S

Aunt of teenaged accused tells court that
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B COURT

Murder trial
halted until

Wednesday

GALEN EAGLE
Sun Media

PETERBOROUGH - The
cross-examination of the
sister of a murdered Wark-
worth woman was halted
Friday after she told court shfz
had taken notes of her sisters
disappearance that were not
disclosed to police or the
Crown. |

In shocking testimoily
Thursday the sister told court
her 14-year-old nephew had
confessed to shooting his
mother. The statement came
while she and her nephew
were talking privately in an
interview room in the Camp-
bellford Ontario Provincial
Police detachment the day of
his arrest, she said. |

Her nephew, now 16, 1s on
trial for first-degree murder in
Peterborough's Superior
Court. He has been charged
alongside his common law
uncle who is being tried sepa-
rately.

The boy can’t be named
under the Youth Criminal Jus-

see COURT | Page 12
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Irial resumes Wednesday
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tice Act. Northumberland Today isn't naming the victim to
protect the boy's identity.

Defence lawyer Howard Goldkind began his cross-
examination of the sister, who was the Crown’s last of 33
witnesses, Friday morning,

Under questioning, she told court she had been taking
notes since her younger sister’s disappearance May 27,
2008 and up to the time her nephew was arrested for her
murder June 12, 2008,

Goldkind asked to see the notes and the woman said
she needed to get them from her car.

~ That's when Mr. Justice Alexander Sosna excused the
jury for an early lunch. When jurors came back in the
atternoon, Sosna said the lawyers had legal matters to
fll-:ei!::ateland excused the jury until Wednesday morning.
An important issue has arisen,” Sosna explained to

she responded.

Goldkind asked about the victim's social life.
She was young, beautiful and single,”
characterizing her sister’s social life as ac

her sister,

mom without support,” she said

She denied the suggestion her sister smoked crack
cocaine In the past.

+ "I do not believe in an
crack,” she said:

the search and the uncle did n
fied.

continue.”
Northumberland Today

Earlier in his testimony,

“When provoked... we

She told court that

"éhe needed to feed and clo

jurors. “It's something we have

to resolve before we can

: cannot report legal arguments
made in the absence of the jury. : 2 s

: . Goldkind pressed the sister on
her relationship with the victim.

“Did you always get along?” Goldkind asked.

"No. We were sisters,” she replied. “We loved each other
as much as we fought each other.”

“What type of temper did she have?” Goldkind asked.
called her the Tasmanian devil,”

the sister replied,
tive,

she would sometimes give money to
who had been out of work for some time. She

suspected her sister had sold marijuana to provide for her
son

the her child as a single

y way that my sister had done

When asked if her nephew saw his common law uncle

and co-accused as a father fi re,
said no. =

“No. (The uncle

When her sister went missin

the woman smiled and

) isn't exactly a father figure. He'
ofa buddy; a pal,” she said, SRS 0T

g the boy refused to help in
ot offer to help, she testi-

geagle@peterboroughexaminer.com

" Woman described her sister as a risk taker

FROM PAGE 1

SN

.

It was information the
police did not reveal to family
members or the public, court
heard. ;

As she left the room, she
gave the bay a kiss on the fore-
head and told him she loved
him, she said.

Qutside the station she
vomited. She didn't know what
to do, she said.

“Somebody had just con-
fessed a murder to me,” she
testified.

She drove to Cobourg and

spoke to a lawyer before going
to the police station to dis-
close the confession, she said.

Earlier in her testimony, the
woman described her sister as
a risk taker.

“(The victim) was the wild
child in the family, the one
that took risks,” she said. “She
was the brave one. She was the
strong one.”

But she said her sister loved
her son and would do any-
thing for him.

“Everything she did was for
hilgl ... was about him,” she
said.

The last words = she
exchanged with her sister were
the evening of her disappear-
ance during an MSN Messen-
ger conversation, she said, Her

sister was fighting with the boy

about his poor school atten-
dance at the time, court heard,

Her sister started the con-
versation by saying “I'm alive,
better than most,” court heard.

The Crown alleges she was
murdered shortly after.

The boy's lawyer, Howard
Goldkind, will challenge the
sister's testimony as he begins
his cross-examination today.



