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- there was the forest. Ommiptesent, torests covered afl of this part ot Ontario. It was so dense it
o vmdarkundermecamgyat nnh . _ | o - a__-.

. Beforethe fﬁl‘Eﬂﬂ!’E me;giaﬁem whase melting ret:mat carved out the Great Lakes. and
-~ shaped the rolling hills for which the area is famous, and left rich gravel and limestone deposits.
e .:”' ~ The first human inhabitants we know about were Mlgmhanﬁpeahrig people. When the first
23 'ﬁ'ﬁ European settlers arrived, they fourid the | Htssﬁsau;ﬁ nation inhabiting the land. Among their
Fre -~ descendants are the First Nations pﬁie of the presgt—day Alderville Reserve, near Huseneath

nm Ca:‘h-ome and Emmﬁir& Tawnshm tﬁeﬁﬁnw of the mmmumty e Know mdayrreally
oyalist, Joseph Keeler, an American from Vermont wha arrived

jant, ﬁm 1789 III]‘.i Jnseph l(eeiaer came here I':uy boat imm

him from hi
Caﬁﬂemn in 96 _around whlch ﬂlatseﬂfement grew} andone in Enii:lﬂrne made of the same _ -i

wamtaﬁ to attend. In its earliest days, Colbome was 'mnwn simply as The Corners.

| ','Famlly history, were Eliza Jane, Mary Anne, Harriet Maria, and Joseph. Some sourees also list two other

fbré in 11&9,.&511 years after ﬂ:é Aﬁiencan War of mependencuﬁlen Crown sympamuzeﬁ fnun&;

the 3llest pran qulmd;mwtaﬂedﬁeimmd%mﬂ amt,mere |
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he climbed the tallest tree to survey the lay of the land. He evidently

liked what he saw and became a land agent, securing the requisite 40

American tamilies to move and settle here, In exchange, he was promised
a grantof 1,200 acres.

The Keelers and their party arrived by boat in Lakeport in 1793. The
lakeshare spot where they landed is marked with-a monument. Among
the founding tolonists were families named Simmons, Merriman,

'~ Perry, Rankin, Lyons, Strong, Webster, Webb, Jagues, Herman, Scripture,
- Dunnett, Philp, Gould, Dudley, Mutton, Bellamy, Colton, Grover, Boyer,
‘Eddy, Bradley, Dewey and Turniey, many of whose descendants still live
here today. Some accounts claim thatAaron Greeley, a surveyor who
latar laid out the streets of Colborne, was @ member of that party.

loseph and Olive Kealer arrived with two children, Joseph Abbott -
Keeler, aged five, ater creditedawith being the founder of Colborne and.
Castleton; and Clarissa, aged 1 two.Tn 1800, the couple had their first e
L‘aﬂadlan born.child, a daughtﬁr Sophia. '

The earliest settlement was ﬁt Lakeport, which grew into a thriving

| Chase ,BT'?thEgﬁt TS - manufacturing, import and export centre. Eventually, there were
- Express Printing | — three wharves, as well as a Customs House {this was an international
| S o sTE s ki port), sawmill, floyrmill, carding and wumlen mills, an oil well, and &

d:siilleryi

{n genegal, settlement in Upper Canada moved from the waterways
‘toward the Infand spaces, and Cramahe Township was no different.
“ " Ina trackless forest, water was the easiest and fastestmode-of
tra nﬁpﬂrt'ation-. !ta}su prbvldeﬂ waterim crops and households and power-for mills.

Joseph Keeler lived to see 5Eﬁiemenr expand northward and he was there to take advantage of
every opportunity he cnu';l'd find or create. He oversaw: the building of the Keeler Tavern, sometime
prior to 1821, The Geale !aniryle building still stands an the northeast corner of King and Parliament
streets, The Danfnrlh d, the main averland tl'tn:-mughiare between York (Toronto) and Kingston |
came through this p ch the country around 1800, so there would have been need for inns every few.
miles along the out t_a ensure the: g:amfnri of stagecﬂach passengers, drivers, and hurses
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loseph Ab i,‘_u Xeeler (1 ?E&‘IESSJ s of the first settler, wWas known as Young JﬂE to. distinguish

father, Old Joe (1763-1839), He was a practical engineer who built mills (one at | |
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hen the village was being laid out, & chamumg tradition claims Jﬂseph .ﬁr i{eeler set EEIEiE land
hurches of various denominations with the proviso each would keep a pew for him, whenever he

‘Snmehme before 181 2 Young loe married Anne (Nancy) Day. Their :;hlldrEﬂ, as llstﬁd in the Keeler

dﬂ'-'ghter:i, Sarah Augusta and Mﬂrgaret, who may have died in infaney. | %
In 1815, he built a small store in the village that also served as post office, thus becomning - =

Colborne’s ﬁrst Iu%.ﬁm ition his father had held in Lakeport. Young Joe also served as ]LISTIEEE
& ,a re NeE.rEs

tle Biﬁtﬂﬂ ’(Whl-ﬂ'l enmmpaﬁed the Iater cnuntles of Elurharn ancﬁ *
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s, Joseph Hnd Nan -'1It the house that still stands at 7 Church Street Fast, facing |
hea Lane. It has the distinction of being one of the few local houses of the period to

3 --; nd bears a dlstmct re,semhlance tt} 'thE Earnum Huusa in nearhyr
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