Neighbour questions integrity of 1-2-3 proposal
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Roger Lee is growing Increas-
ingly alarmed at apparent mis-
conceptions and misinformation
surrounding the proposed plans
for 123 King St. E. in Colborne.

Mr. Lee and his wife Margaret
run a bed and breakfast adjacent
to the “1-2-3 House” (so named
because it is at 123 King Street
East in Colborne) owned Dy
Kevin and Heather O’Gormarl.

Mr. Lee has stated repeatedly
that he would like something
positive to happen to the prop-
erty. When he purchased his
home in the late eighties the 123
house was an institution caring
for handicapped adults. Lt closed
and has remained empty for
most of the past several years.

The O’Gormans purchased the
property and have plans to turn
it into a 29-unit residence for
seniors. They have been seeking
permission from Craniahe Town-
ship council to allow self-con-
tained residences with an aver-
age .size of 220 square feet, They
wish to Keep the current “institu-
tional” zoning and add “residen-
tial”. This would allow them a

wider variety of options should

fail.

Mr. Lee first expressed his
concerns to council 1n a letter
dated August 20. He was critical
of council for not notifying him
and other area residents that the
O'Gormans were seeking to add a
zoning designation, not change
it.

The request by the O’Gormans
to have dual zoning suggested to
Mr. Lee that they were not conti-
dent of the viability of thelr plan.
The neighbour also criticized ele-
ments of the plan. The O'Gor-
mans addressed some of these
questions for council at its Sept.
2 meeting.

At the same time they pre-

sented Council with a petition

with the names of people that
supported their project. Mr. Lee
disagrees with the total that was
printed in last week’s Chronicle.
He has studied the petitions and
come up with some information
that he finds distressing. There
are

not 155 names on the petitions.
There are 137. Of these 137, there
were 25 who signed two ques-
tions on separate sheets and
were counted twice.

That brings the number down
to 112, Of this lot there wWere a

2 similar number who's names

could not be read. |
He claims to have broken the

numbers down further. Forty-six
people and one numbered com-
pany are within the area requir-
ing official notification by the
township of a proposed zoning
change. Mr. Lee says that he can
find only six of these names Ol

petitions. 1)
A quick survey of the petitions.

in the municipal office revealed
most of the signees lived on
Burnham, Streamside, Durham,
Church Streets and Thornlea
Ave. Twelve names with Strearr-
side addresses were found in the
pile of petitions. Whether these
were within the notification zone
was not confirmed. There was
also no way of knowing when
one person signed whether that
person was signing for all mem-
bers of the family.

Regardless, it does give SOME
credence to Mr. Lee’s claim that

the project lacks support from

the residents nearby. It was also

confirmed that at least two peo-

ple from outside the village gave
the wrong address when they
signed.

He also suggested that the
questions asked were not bal-
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supported the project-and the
allocation of sewage disposal.
The size of the apartments was
not mentioned in the petition.
The other thing that rankles
the neighbour is that the petition
falled to mention that the O’Gor-
mans want to ‘tailor-make zon-
Ing'. As a taxpayer he feels it's
n?t council’s duty to protect the
O’Gorman investment by custom

‘making a bylaw to suit.

These perceived incongruities
have‘made Mr. Lee somewhat
skeptical of the O’Gorman plans.

Conversations with Kevin over

F

more.

And that leads bac
Lee’s response to Keviﬁ’smqgé;:
tions about support for the pro
Ject. Mr. Lee says he will 110’;
Oppose the O’Gormans ip princi
ple. But if he findg anything th; t
atfects the quality of higs life ;ir
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