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~ Councillor Post concerned

New Democratic Party

Party platforms on
Heatth Care Issues

Progressive Conservative Party

1. We will invest $28 billion into health
care this year, almost half the total
provingial budget. Altogether, we've
Increased annual funding by more
than $10 billion.

2. We will invest $1 billion in the Can-
cer Care Institute of Ontario. Since
1985, we've spent more than $2.5 bil-
lion for cancer services.

3. We will invest $14.5 million over
two years to create a Children’s
Health Network, linking all children’s
hospitals in Ontario to share re-
sources, knowledge and capabilities
to provide the best possible health
care for our children.

4. We have made an unprecedented
$1.2 billion investment into communi-
Ly care services.

0. We have expanded emergency
room capacity in Ontario hospitals by
nearly two million patient visits, from
3.5 million to 5.4 million per year.

6. We will finance the location of at
least 20,000 new beds in nursing
homes and homes for the aged. It is

the largest increase in Ontario’s his-
tory.

Liberal Party

1. We will pass a Commitment to
Medicare Act that will make univer-
sal, public medicare the law in On-
tario. Under our plan two-tier
medicare will be illegal in Ontario.

2. We will expand MRI and CT ser-
vices in the public system to provide
better access for everyone.

3. We will take pressure off our hos-
pitals so you will not have to wait
long hours in overcrowded emer-
gency rooms for necessary care.

4. We will ensure there are more
family doctors in communities
across Ontario. We will remove bar-
riers preventing well-qualified for-
eign-trained physicians from practis-
Ing in Ontario.

9. We will help under-serviced com-
munities attract and retain doctors
and health care professionals.

6. We will expand protection for On-

tarians who use non-traditional medi-
Cine.

private, for-profit diagnos’[ic_MHI and
CT ‘scans for cash’ and redirect the
funding to public health care for bet-

ter care at 1ess Cost.
3. We will attract and keep our health

and guarantee every health-care dol-
lar goes to patients, not profits or
professionals by reducing medicgl tu-
ition, creating more full-time nursing
and nurse practitioner positions and
creating more nurse-friendly envi-
ronments.

1. We will fight to make sure the Lib-
erals in Ottawa pay their fair share
fax cuts.

9 We will cancel the expansion of

about “123” house
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by KAl HULSHOF
The Independent

Cramahe council is
caught between a rock and
a hard space, and at least
one councillor thinks that
space is too small.

The space in question is a
large, looming facility locat-
ed at 123 King Street East in
Colborne, known locally as
“the 123 house.”

At its September 2 coun-
cil meeting, council was
approached by Kevin
O'Gorman and his wife
Heather, the owners of the
property lor the last three
years. They wish to “main-
tain the existing institution-
al zoning, but add in an
additional permit to allow
self-contained multi-resi-
dential units.” _

The O'Gorman’s hope to
turn the building into 2g
self-contained  apartment
units and allow for institu-
tional uses, including a din-
ing room, kitchen and cafe-
teria for tenant guests. But
time is running out The

O'Gorman’s also plan to

access time-sensitive federal
funding.

“I'm not here pointing fin-
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gers,” said Kevin O'Gorman.
‘I need to know one way or

another what the decision
will be. I can’t go on carry-

Ing two places.”

About a dozen local resi-
dents voiced their concerns
at the meeting. They said
that the proposal leaves too
much room for negative
development in their “back-
yards”,

Leaving the zoning as
institutional would allow
the building to be used as a
group home or an undesir-
able apartment building.
Additionally, not all the
apartments have kitchens,
there- is no wheelchair
access or handicap facilities
and the plans show no park-
ing details.

According to the
O’'Gorman’s plans, the
apartments average 220
square feet of floor space,
significantly less than the
minimum 398.28 square
teet required for a bachelor
apartment under municipal
by-laws.

The size of the apart-
ments  would  require
Cramahe council to change
the by-law, therefore allow-

plan

ing smaller apartment sizes
to be rented. This makes
councillor Tim Post uncom-
fortable.

“The major concern I
have is the size of the
rooms,” he said. “If we allow
this particular situation to
exist, we would be hard
pressed to turn down the
next application.”

Many residents fear that
the building won’t attract
seniors. They feel the spaces
are too small. As a result,
with the zoning left wide
open, amything could be
possible.

“I have a concern that it
might turn into a group
home,” said Pete Bradford, a
Colborne resident.

“If he can't attract seniors,
and that’s my concern, then
It turns into less-than-desir-
able accommodations.” said
Post. “And 1 can’t imagine
many seniors who would
want to be warehoused that
way.”

Conversely, if council
turns down the application,
the property will be sold or
simply deteriorate even

more than it already has,
said O’'Gorman.

streamlining the training and accredi-

missioner, Patients’ Bill of Rights and .
whistleblower prﬂtection.'

6. We will get back to the job of help-

tation of qualified internationally-

4. We will act quickly for fairness and
trained physicians.

to relieve the doctor shortage by
h. We will guarantee accountabilfty
with 3 Health Care Standards Com-

ing people maintain their health in the
first place - not just treating the sick
- by introducing and ambitious pre-

ventive health plan, including a com-
prehensive tobacco-control strategy.




