Cramahe preparing for future emergencies
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Everything went well i1n
Cramahe Township during the
mid-August blackout but town-
ship officials are taking precau-
tions to protect residents if there
is ever another emergency.

Township Chief Administra-
tive Officer Merlin Dewlng says
that the township is already shop-
ping for a pair of portable genera-
tors. One would provide emer-
gency power to maintaln water
supply to the village of Colborne
and the other would serve at an
operations centre.

In August the township had to
rely on a generator provided by
Lakefront Utility Supply (LUSI)
to keep the water flowing. LUSI
operates the water supply system
for the village.

had happened, Community Emer-
gency Management Coordinator
Leanne Latter was Informing
Mayor Jim Williams and Mr.
Dewing that the blackout was
widespread and would probably
be long lasting. The trio discussed
what potential problems might
arise from the blackout. Sewage
treatment was operational. (It has
its own power supply.) They then
ensured that the water distribu-
tion system was working.

The Keeler Centre and other
municipal properties were
checked to determine that they
were all right.

The Friday teen dance was can-
celled but a large wedding sched-
uled for the Keeler Centre on Sat-
urday posed a much bigger prob-
lem if the power were to remain
off for any length of time. Options
other than closing down the cen-

returned early Friday morning.

Fuel supplies were verified at
the township vards and the public
works crews were put on standby.
Fire Chief Gary Cammack was
informed that there was water
available in the village. He
inspected a reported gas smell at
the Keeler Centre.

Mr. Dewing and Ms. Latter
remained in the office until they
were certain that all was all right.

Once everything was in hand
the councillors were informed so
that they could answer calls from
residents.

Mr. Dewing commented that
the province has passed legisla-
tion which will soon supersede
the previous legislation govern-
ing emergency situations.

Under the old Peacetime Emer-
gency Plan nothing would be
done until an emergency had

in August. Their efforts were

coordinated immediately, saving
tlime.

Under the new policy which

has not yet taken full effect the -

requirements are much more
detailed.

When it does come into effect
residents will be expected to take
care of themselves for the first 72
hours. After that, water and a
heated place tg stay in cold
weather would pe addressed. All
CMErgeNncy services would he
coordm_ate:d. Potentially danger:-
ous buildings would be evacu-
:afted. SDH}E SErvices might be can-
celled without Nnotice to users if
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Ms. Latter is currently forming
the committee mandated in the
new legislation. It will include
representatives from the fire
dt?partment, public and social ser-
vices, police and others who are
kmwledgeahle about the commu-
nity. She hopes they will meet by
the end of the month. The entire
plan must be in place in three
years.

In the meantime the township
CAO will be meeting with the
Emgrgency Planning Committee
to find ways to improve commu-
nication. The township -will also
be applying for money under the

provincial Emergency Prepared-
ness Program.
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