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The parties state their
positions on education

Progressive Conservative Party

1. We are increasing annual edu-
cation funding by an additional $2 hil-
lion to $16.2 billion, the highest in On-
tario’s history.

2. We will speed up and legislate
the schedule for providing the Equity
in Education tax credit to help parents
who choose 1o send their children to
independent schools. When fully im-
plemented, it will save those parents
up to $3,500 per year in taxes.

3. Under an Ernie Eves govern-
ment, high school students who can-
not read and write will not graduate.
Ve introduced the high schoal literacy
test to make sure no graduate lacks
these basic skills.

4. We will support Ontario’s
teachers by creating an award for
teacher excellence to recognize the
top teacher in each school district, as
nominated by students and parents.

8. We will pass legislation making
it illegal for teachers (and other
school employees) to strike or stage
work-to-rule campaigns, and for

school boards to lock out their em-
ployees, during the school year.

Liberal Party

1. Our Excellence for All Plan guaran-
tees that within our first mandate 75
per cent of our students meet or ex-
ceed the provincial standard on
province wide tests.

2. We will put in place a real cap of 20
students per class in the all-important
early grades.

5. We will create a meaningful high
school diploma program that com-
bines academic achievement and
work preparation for students in dan-
ger of dropping out. We will make
learning mandatory at age 18.

4, We will offer public schoal choice

so that parents can decide which pub-

lic school is right for their children.
2. We will not let schools fail because

of a flawed funding formula. We will
create a fair model to reflect the local
needs of diverse communities.

New Democratic Party

1. We will immediately restore $2 bil-
lion to our schools and classrooms
and fully implement the recommenda-
tions of the Education Equality Task
Force. :

2. We will ensure public accountability
by quickly passing a Charter of Rights
for Education, making excellent public
education a legal right for every stu-
dent.

3. We will invest early to ensure every
child the best start by offering full ju-
nior and senior kindergarten.

4. We will replace the expensive Con-
servative testing bureaucracy with
student testing that will identify stu-
dent strengths and areas where help
IS needed. Invest the savings to help
students improve.

3. We will scrap the private school tax
credit and put the maoney back into
making every public school an excel-
lent school. No public funds for pri-
vate schools.
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Certified Health Care Aide avail-
able for personal care, 9 years
experience. Bondable. Flease
call 613-475-9512. 36
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In defence of eulogies

o SR T A LA L D

Following theé recent funeral service of a
volleyball playel who collapsed and died at
a tournament held at Victoria Beach in
Cobourg, his coffin was brought to the
beach. Surrounded by hundreds of relatives
and friends in What must have been a mov-
ing and affecting part of the service, eulo-
gles were givel, remember-
ing the very brief 22 years of
life.

[t brought to mind a
flurry of newspaber reports
earlier this year following a
pastoral letter Sent by the
Roman CathollC bishop of
Calgary reminding priests
and parishioners that eulo-
gies are banned during the
funeral mass (Unless the
deceased is Pierr'® Trudeau.)
My morning paper has given
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me to understaid eulogies
are not encouraged at funeral services in
the Anglican Church — unless the deceased
is Princess Diana — for fear of distracting
from the liturgical message. Surely there is
room tor both.

Like most peoPle, T have attended several
funerals in my lifetime — held in funeral
homes and different churches of the Chris-
tian faith — and, frankly, I have found most
of them to be clinical in the extreme, emo-
tionally distant and, worst of all, the
deceased was almost an afterthought, lost in
a morass of words delivered by rote by a
minister or priéSt you just knew couldn’t
wait for it to be o0Ver so he coulg get on with
the rest of his day. One funera] was over in
23 minutes. The deceased was 44 years old.
Thirty seconds fOI' each year of hig life, give
or take. R

A funeral is the last opportunity '
goodbye — and, 8lven the stres;sfilltgptecégaoyf
the funeral process, who of the bepeaved has
had the time, the Moments of clarity, to pre-
pare for that findl farewel]? g, Bﬁlggieg
remembrances, gestures gra cobbled
together, spontaneously creating that which
s lacking in so many funerals hald pack by
the historic demands of the 1jtyyrgica] mes.
sage. And therelll, perhaps, ]iaq the prob-
lem: the inability, in the cage of the Angli-
can Church, certainly, to accommodate soei.
etal change. Even though the Boolk of Com-
mon Prayer has Deen revised sgyaral times
since 1549, it has Not provideq the opportu-
nity, the space, for Spontaneoyg)y expfessed
grief which, in part, could be gpq of Fhe rea-
sons attendance I the Anglican Church is
steadily eroding. Nothing changes moves
with the times, iHStead'l‘emainjn-g’hagned
down in historic tradition. X
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