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Dieppe service commemorates

chaplain’s courageous actions

Sixty-one years ago Tuesday,
August 19, 907 Canadian soldiers
died on the beaches of France
during the Second World War.

The Dieppe raid was originally
intended to make the Germans
think an attack in the west was
being planned, as well as to test
new techniques and equipment
and gain experience for what
would become the D-Day invasion

of Europe.
Five thousand of the 6,100

troops taking part were Canadi-
ans. When sections of the attack-

ing force lost the element of sur-
prise, and others found them-
selves pinned on the beaches by

‘heavy fire, casualties were high.

Only 2,210 Canadian troops
returned to England at the end of
the raid, many of them wounded.
On Sunday, members of the
Grafton Legion gathered for a spe-
cial service commemorating the
raid and paying tribute to the
actions of John Weir Foote, the
Roval Hamilton Light Infantry
chaplain the Legion branch is

named after.

Rev. Foote is the only member
of the Canadian Chaplain Service
to be awarded the Victoria Cross,
Legion members heard during the
service.

“Upon landing on the beach
under heavy fire, he attached him-
self to the Regimental Aid Port
which had been set up in a slight
depression on the beach, but
which was only sufficient to give
cover to men lying down,” states
an official citation published in
the London Gazette Feb, 14, 1946,
which was read during Sunday’s
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“During the subsequent period

of approximately eight hours,
while the action continued, this
officer ... time and again left this
shelter to Inject morphine, give
first-aid and carry wounded per-
sonnel from the open beach to the
Regimental Aid Post,” the citation
continues. “On these occasions,
with utter disregard for his per-
sonal safety, Honourary Captain
Foote exposed himself to an
inferno of fire and saved many
lives by his gallant efforts.”

When wounded were moved to
the shelter of a beached landing
craft, he continued to carry men
from the beach to the new shelter
through heavy fire. And although

Dieppe veterans Bon Reynolds (left) and
honour at Sunday’s Dieppe memorial ceremony held at the Grafton’s

Col. Foote Legion branch Sunday afternoon.
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Lou Pantaleo were guests of
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he had several chances to be evac-
uated off the beach, he “returned
to the beach as his chief concern
was the care and evacuation of the
wounded.”

Rev. Foote was one of the 1,946
soldiers taken prisoner by the Ger-
mans after the Dieppe raid, and
was not released until May 5, 1945.

He lived in Cobourg with his
wife until his death in 1988, and is
buried in Cobourg’s Union Ceme-
tery. -

Among the special guests at
Sunday’s ceremony were two vet-
erans of the Dieppe raid, Lou Pan-
taleo and Ron Reynolds, who were
specially recognized during the

event.
— FRANCIS BAKER



