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Bob Owen: “He made me think and take

subject to every grade level
between Junior Kindergarten and
Grade 8 during his 30-year teach-
ing career. But he acknowledges
that Grade 5 was his favourite
niche.

“Most teachers have an age &
they particularly enjov,” he says.
“In Grade 5, the kids are old
enough (10-11 years old) to be inde-
pendent, but not so old that they

In fEiCt, Mr. Owen (“{)\Ni[}” to E].iSHSSDC'lHT.E! from the teacher. You
the kids) has taught at least o€ — €al reason with them, and there
e are all sorts of ways vyou can con-
nect with them and motivate them

another look

run a class that way,” she says.

Ms. Ferguson calls her own
teaching methods, “much more
structured,” but she admires the
way Mr. Owen has been able {o be
a one-on-one learning catalyst to
sO many children. in so many
grades, for so many vears.

“He made me think and take
another look at the way 1 do

things,” she observes.

: continued from page 1
| ‘hat would encourage them to love
| ‘ learning. He has accomplished
those goals by some unconven-
| tlonal means.
| Fellow teacher Shelley Fergu-
| son says it was not unusual to
come into Mr. Owen’s classroom
and discover “25 children all
engaged in different things.
“He always believed in kids
learning the way they wanted to
learn, but it is a big challenge to
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“Think of sunshine,” he’d say.
He kept his colleagues cen-

regarded him as one of them.
As he played a recording of

schools doing some supply teach-
Ing. So, kids, don’t lock those win-
dows. You never know when
“Owilie” will pop in, slip off his
shoes, and spread some sunshine.

couple can plan more trips to visit
ttleu‘ daughter, Dr. Sarah Owen-
‘_ufandersluis, who lives and works
In England. Of course, he will con-
tinue to work for the Colborne
Chronicle. -
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