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- CUSTOMER CONTRIBUTIONS

Terry Lee and Kelli Griffis were kept busy for nearly an hour counting all
the change and paper bill donations to the Klinaftakis fund at the Mr.

Convenience Store in Colborne. $1,100 was collected between Christ-
mas Eve and the morning of December 30.
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Six children and their father, Tom Klinaftakis,
Christmas Eve fire in Colborne.

are left homeless after a °

store donations
| for fire victimus
reach $1,100

The fire was still hours away
from being extinguished at the
Klinaftakis home at 17 Percy Street
Christmas Eve when Terry and
Jen Lee at Colborne’s Mister Con-
venience store sprang to action.

“The fire had been burning

about two hours. We decided to put
a collection bin on the counter,”
Terry Lee says. The Lees know the
family of six children and their
father well. They would frequently
drop into the store located just a
block from their home.

The donations were immediate
and spontaneous.

“You know, people were buying
a $1 item and putting $20 into the
pot,” Mr. Lee says. “That really
impressed me. You think of a big
retail store where people might be
spending a lot of money and then
contribute $5 or $10 to a collection
on the way out, but it was just the
opposite here.”

Terry decided to count and turn
over the contributions to date Tom
Klinaftakis at 9:30 a.m. Monday,
December 30. Terry knew there
was quite a bit on money in the
large plastic Double Bubble gum
container. *

“I wanted the count to be wit-
nessed so our customers would
know how much was collected and
that it was all turned over,” he
said.

Staff member Kelli Griffis came
in on her own time to help count
the cash. There were literally hun-

dreds and hundreds of dollars in
bills and coins. It took an hour to
reach the final tally: $796.45 -
which Mr. Lee rounded up to
$1,100!

“We're doing well. Everyone’s
fine,” Tom Klinaftakis assured
Monday morning.

The family is considering
rebuilding their insured home. A
present, the six children, aged one
through 13 years, and Tom are liv-
ing In an apartment just up the
road from their burned home.

“Thank you,” a teary Tom says
to the Lee's, Mr. Convenience staff
and all the customers who have
come through for the family.

- MANDY MARTIN

Convenience
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