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The Namibia connection

By Bob Owen

cchronicle@linkd.net
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Finding municipal solutions

The members of the FCM team have been
" dealing with a lot of municipal issues. Oshakati
is a blend of tribes and high tech. Some of the
most sophisticated banks are located 500
metres from fields of grass huts and sheds
where native peoples have squatted. The
municipality has to service both.
It is one of the fastest-growing communities
in Na_mihia. Its population of 35 thousand i1s
growing by ten per cent a year. Most of the
incomers are squatters. On one weekend a field
will be open. On the next it will be saturated
with the huts of tribespeople who feel they can
park ﬂ_lemselves wherever they want.

Basic concepts like taxation, debt collection
and how to deal with theft of water are being
developed. As well, the country is only a dozen
years removed from apartheid, leaving it with
racial issues and rampant poverty. In the
evenings children swarmed the parks, begging.

It is a country of disparity. You will see lots of
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BMW'’s and a lot of people with nothing, some
selling sticks to clean your teeth.

Also in the mix are the tribespeople who do
not consider themselves poor if they have land
and water and can sustain themselves.

When you park your car in the city, you hire
a guard to watch it. Despite that, he says that
safety isn’t an issue if you are smart. You don’t
walk at night. In the nature parks you follow
the instructions of the signs and stay in your
vehicle.

An even bigger issue than poverty is AIDS.
People he met on his first visit weren’t there a
year later. They had died of ‘consumption’.
many of the children are born with the virus in
their system.

As a precaution, he took his own needles
with him in case he needed an injection of any
kind.

continued on page 13
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Following a meeting with a women’s group to discuss local issues affecting
women, team members were treated to impromptu entertainment by drummers
and dancers.




