== ' 2Ll

= 7
e PO Sy e
T
= e M A oo =,
J"l'.Ill""...-_.-l.rﬁ.-_.._'--l_'_"l'_F 1
..-.—'--_.'1-
= [ ] L3 = -

LN
. : y L T
p— =
— 1
' Lt L]

A landmark in the village of Castleton for more than 130 years, this centre of commerce was originally known as the Newman

Co. General Store. William J. Newman had started the business in Morganston about 1867, but chose to relocate to Castle-
larissa Emily Pennock (nee Crawley) in 1890. There followed several generations of the

ton, purchasing the building from C L oK
Newman family to carry on the general store tradition: William's sons, Richard and John Wesley, passing to Richard’s grand-
son D. Dingwall in 1950, and to his son Dave Dingwall in 1971. The Newman years ended in 1976 with the sale of the land-
nark to Don May. Since 1987, Eileen and Keith Olan have maintained the venerable landmark in true general store tradition.
One of the oldest continuously operating general stores in Canada, its exterior boasts the large windows needed to light the
~terior in times past, and the iron latch still clinks as the double doors close behind you. Floor to ceiling shelves stand back of
the original pine counter, and the vintage hardwood floor creaks comfortingly underfoot. At one time, great rounds of cheese
were severed, to customers’ exact specification, into wedges on a most ingenious machine, and the large wood stove
warmed both owner and patron while thoughts of the coming crop and other “news” were exchanged. Although progress has
deemed that cheese must now be wrapped in plastic, the Castleton General Store remains a survivor from, perhaps, a more
civilized time. Barry King is a local artist and illustrator of two books: Victoria Landmarks and More Victoria Landmarks, and

was a contributor to Memories of Haldimand Township and Rolling Hills of Northumberland.
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