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The two members of the waste services

division of Northumberland County’s oper-
ations committee are concerned that
county council has given approval in prin-
clple to a private company’s waste melting
plans without proper evaluation of the
technology. . {
' The committee is in the midst of creat-
Ing a matrix to screen proposals such as
the one Pearl Earth Sciences has taken
directly to Northumberland County Coun-
cil for its endorsement — but the matrix is
not quite ready. ;13

Pearl Earth Sciences has already made
two presentations to county council and to
pﬂtenti_al host municipality Cramahe
Township. The rezoning application public
meeting is set for August 21, 6:45 p.m. at
Castleton, the next meeting of Cramahe
Township council.

Northumberland County has responsi-

bilioty for all waste management in the
county - uncluding any recycling, wet and
dry waste collection and disposal. The
Pearl Earth Services technology would pro-
cess “wet” in a high-temperature heating
proocess which renders the waste as a into
a glass-like residue. The firm proposes
charging tonnage fees for wet waste
accepted - waste that may be removed from
the county’s system. |

Last month the company asked county
council for its blessing to proc_eed with a
residential wet waste facility using plasma

arc technology. It did not ask for a commit-

ment about any quantity of residEI_ltlal wet
waste it would “melt” or for an flr}anclal
commitment — so council-agreed with sev-
eral stipulations, including that it meet all
provincial and municipal regulations.

But, says the committee’s citizen mem-
ber, Gwen Brice of the Port Hope area, has
the public been involved in the process angl?
been given time to express 1ts cung:erns._
Certainly the waste committee hasn't been
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given time to evaluate how the “new tech-
nology impacts on the waste n}anagement
system for the county” she writes in a let-
ter discussed by fellow committee mem-
bers on Monday.

«Without the updated Waste Manage-
ment Master Plan, it is premature to 1ntro-

Approval for waste melter called premature
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Mayor Joan Chalovich stressed that the
county has not given its unconditional
appx:wal to the project. But, she noted, it is
a private enterprise that can proceed with-
out the ¢ounty.

Cramahe Township Reeve Stu Oliver,

duce new components such as the plasma
melter system into the county’'s vj.raste man-
agement system,” her letter continues.

The other citizen member, Dean Peters
of Warkworth, shared her concerns and
noted that misinformation about what
approvals the county has given have been
reported in neighbouring county newspa-
pers. And if people look up plasma arc
technology on the Internet there are refer-
ences not to residential wet waste (as pro-
posed by Pearl Earth Sciences) but to the
disposal of nuclear, defence, medical and
low-level radioactive waste. :
The public could get the wrong idea
completely, he argued.

Committee chairperson and Cobourg

whose municipality hopes to host the facil-
1ty on about 200 acres north of Colborne,
says the August 21 public meeting is part of
the Official Plan amendment and neces-
sary rezoning. Pearl Earth Sciences is cur-
rently in discussions with surrounding
counties and regions to attain commit-

ments for the quantity of garbage needed to
make the plant feasible. . |

The company is planning to return to
county council and make those requests
next month, he said.

County administrator Lynda Mitchell
expressed her disappeintment with the
company for bypassing the committee and
making delegations directly to council
without staff having the time to get infor-
mation for a background report. =
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Under the shade of B s =
the crab apple tree [Ea". &
members of the|  1&&§
Shiloh Ladies Group | ;_: R
present a cheque [ a3\
fro $500 to Kristine g ind,
Zinck of Colborne SRS S
and Area Commu- =0
nity Care. An equal [F=8g %
amount was also [ 8
donated to Brighton |
Community Care. || & S
Another $200 went == -
to the Colborne Cramahe Fire Department.

The funds wee raised at the ladies’ annual tea and bake sale - a county tradi-
tion. Less than 12 women bake up a storm, raffle off a beautiful quilt, serve tea
- and raise thousands of dollars in a matter of hours.

Seated in front are - Alice McCaul, Germaine James, Dorothy Dale. Behind -

Kristine Zinck of Colborne Community Care, Beryl Mutton, Lesley Owen, Pat
Johnston and Trish Baird of Northumberland Community Care.
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