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The Ontario Ministry of Labour has
closed the Masonic Lodge site at 43 King
Street east to human access.

“They felt there was some danger to
workers around the portion of the walls
standing and on the roof itself,” Jim
Grimshaw, Senior Warden of Colborne
Lodge No 91 reported to Colborne Vil-
lage council Monday night.

Mr. Grimshaw and his son Greg,
Senior Warden of the Colborne Lodge
No. 91, appeared as a delegation to out-
line the status of the Masonic building.
At 5:55 a.m. Sunday, the rear second
floor roof on the downtown Colborne
building collapsed inward. The Masonic
LLodge and a meeting room are located

on the second floor of the building. The

first floor is leased to the Town of Col-
borne which, in turn, leases the space to
dentist Dr. Tovi Luong ( and denturist
Fred Williams) and the local Commu-
nity Policing volunteers.

“We are now in the process of getting
quotes from expert demolition compa-
nies to meet the Ministry of Labour

i specs. As a result of the ministry issu-
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ing a controlled demolition order, we
have to have specialized equipment that
can pickup bricks and pieces singly at a

distance of 20 feet from any worker or

equipment. There are no local compa-
nies who have this equipment, so we
must get quotes from companies from
as far away as Kingston and Toronto.”

“We have no building insurance, no
content insurance. The only insurance
we have is liability,” Jim Grimshaw
informed Colborne Village.

At present, the Lodge is dealing with
Shawn O’'Connell of the Hamilton
Township Mutual Fire Insurance Com-

pany, and James Doubt, a professional
structural engineer to determine what

insurance coverage there is,

“We are setting up several committee
and trying to find a location from which
to work, and an area to store regalia,
furniture and books we were able to sal-
vage from the building. We would like
to keep it all In one spot.”™

On Sunday, June 25, in the hours

building site

after the roof col-
lapsed, the lodge
was attempting to
clear rubble from
around the building
and the roof to
allow  engineer
James Doubt access|
to the building to\
determine its
safety.

On Monday, uti-
lizing Dekeyser
Excavating, the
Lodge was attempt-|
ing to stabilize thel

= e
T |
= il &
-b = "'-'||I-l-'|
d" _-'\u

‘A
e
. e -L-_"_r
Sl - - =]
1'_'

n i T

HESOBAY RN
EXC AVATIN

Eaﬂt 311{1 mves‘t Wa}ls:' =0 3 2 o ere Y L i R e ey
which had folded St
0 U. tw 3. r d S 3 Py i ma A e

remove the second

the roof, then shore
up the front sec-.
ond-=storey floor -
and lower floor to determine if the
building could be restored.
“Unfortunately, or fortunately, the
Ministry of Labour appeared on the
scene and closed down the site,” Mon-
day, Jim Grimshaw reported.

. The Lodge is facing three alterna-
tives for the building, he said. The first
was the work that had been started Sun-
day and Monday before the site was
closed down: stabilize what was left of
the second floor, remove the rear col-

lapsed second-floor roof, and stabilize
the ground floor.

“But that alternative is now gone,”
Mr. Grimshaw reported.

The second alternative is to fully
demolish the entire building. The third
option is a partial demolition of the sec-
ond floor and leave the ground floor for
restoration. But, both the second and
third options represent significant cost
because of the Ministry of Labour’s

rfequiremmt for the specialized excava-
tion equipment.
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DLOTEhLear pact of 6:45 p.m., Sunday: A’large utility pole is used in he jaws of a
Dekeyser Excavating machine to reach the west wall.

pared to accept all assistance council
can give us.” |
Whatever measure is taken with the
building, the Ministry requires an
emergency demolition plan and sched-
ule, setting out how the work will be
done step by step. That plan is to be pre-
pared by the Lodge, incorporating th:e
recommendations of its structural engi-
neer Mr. Doubt and the specialized
equipment to be brought in. That plan,
is not expected to be completed before
week’s end, Mr. Grimshaw noted. Fur-
ther, the plan will;l also hqvg to be
approved by the provincial Ministry of
Labour before any work proceeds.
Who is policing. securing the site?,
Reeve George Boycott asked. . .
“With six “No Trespassing signs
posted, steel poles and fencing around
the site, the ministry has deemed the

site sufficiently posted for safety.
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