Battle shaping up on th

by STEVEN WARBURTON
The Independent
Fifteen thousand years ago,

southern Ontario was covered with
ice. When two lobes of that ice
retreated, they created Lake Ontario
to the south and Lake Simcoe to the
north. The lobes left a ribbon of
deposits that today is known as the
Oak Ridges Moraine, a 160-kilometre
stretch of land which stretches from
just north of Toronto in the west, to
Brighton Township in the east, and
is an important water resource for
many communities in between.

Now, 15000 years later, the
Moraine is again caught in the mid-
dle, but this time the forces involved
are  of the human variety.
Developers see it as an area of land
with enormous growth potential
while environmentalists see it as an
extremely valuable natural resource,
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asserting that any development on
the Moraine would be ecological sui-
cide.

“The Moraine is interconnected,”
says Mike Colle, MPP for Eglinton-
Lawrence and municipal affairs crit-
ic for the Liberals. “Seventy per cent
of the Moraine is forested and there
are foxes, birds, deer, and fish thal
make their homes there.”

Sixty-five per cent of the Moraine,
by and large, lies in the greater
Toronto area. Developers have
declared interest in building houses
on the Moraine.

But whether or not development
on the Moraine will affect those of us
who live in eastern Northumberland
remains to be seen.

“I don’t think that there’s an immi-
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down to our end,” says Jim Kelleher,
general manager of the Lower Trent
Conservation Authority. “The devel-
opments they want are for commu-
nities ranging from 25,000 to 30,000
people. Places such as Bolton are
projected to double their population
from 13,000 to 26,000 in the next 20
vears. There's a huge population
increase in the York area and those
numbers are going on the western
part of the Moraine.”

But while the issue heats up in the
Moraine’s western sector, Kelleher
says that the rural eastern
Northumberland, for the moment,
has the luxury of more time.

‘I don't believe that developing on
the Oak Ridges Moraine in the west

will set a standard for doing so in
the east” he says. “Our circum-
stances are completely different than
the GTA’s. There’s tremendous pres-
sure for development over there.
While municipal services have
expanded and promoted urban
sprawl, I think that theyre too far

away to affect us”

But while Kelleher does not
believe that housing will expand to
the east, he does see the necessity of
protecting the Moraine.

“We do have to look at the way
the land is being used,” he stated.
“For example, a landfill plopped on
the Moraine could have a tremen-
dous environmental effect. It could
really contaminate our water, The
Moraine is important to virtually all
streams in Northumberland County,”
Please see Critics claim lack of controls
root of potential probimes, page 3
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