Public elementary teac

More than 800 teachers attend-
ed the briefing session at the Rock
Haven Convention Centre before
this week's vote, Ms. Miller says.
Some of them left without casting a
d ballot, confident their co-workers

would pass it, she adds.

Ms. Miller didn't raise her hopes
until all 796 ballots were counted -
736 yes votes, 60 no votes.

Elementary school teachers
voted overwhelmingly Wednesday
night to adopt a contract offered by
the local public school board, much
to their union president's relief.

Gayle Miller had expecie
members to support the contract
she and her team negotiated In

March, but 58 per cent of those
who voted on that deal said no

thanks.
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y guesses on whal

Teachers liked the changes

made to the previous tentative con-

tract, Ms. Miller says. _
She can't make those details

public unless school board trustees
also vole to accept the contract

Thursday night.

"T feel very positive
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hers say yes to new contract,
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going to make an
the members would choose, she

Says.

and pulling this board together as
one board," Ms, Miller says.

The local Elementary Teachers
Federation of Ontario brings to-
cether four former unions from
both the Peterborough and
Northumberland-Clarington
boards that merged Jan. 1, 1998.

The union represents 1,475

teachers.
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today....now we can get on with hle

Merger madness
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By ManDY MARTIN
StAFF WRITER

The domino reloca-
tion of municipal ser-
vices is on. Colborne
and Cramahe councils
are now agreed: the
Colborne Municipal
Building will be the
administrative centre
tor the newly-amalga-
mated municipality of
the Township of
Cramabhe.

That one move
results in two others.
The new administrative
offices will bump the
Colborne Library to the
present Colborne fire

hall. That move results
in the relocation of the
Colborne operations of
the Colborne-Cramahe
Fire Department to the
existing Public Utilities
Building on Victoria
Street in Colborne.

The scenario, origi-
nally proposed by Col-
borne municipal coun-
cil two months ago,
was stalled until the
two municipalities of
Colborne and Cramahe
came to agreement.
Now, having crunches
costs of various reloca-
tion and renovation
options, the cause-and-
effect sequence results
in the original propos-
als.

“The Transition
Board met two weeks
aco and we talked
about renovations to
the town hall,”" Col-
borne Reeve George
Boycott says. "“"We had
a cost estimate of

'making sense

[ Ao 1CLE

around $280,000 to
renovate the first floor,
and we agreed we
should proceed with
that option. The plans
include an elevator on
the building.”

A $338,000 provin-
clal government
Municipal Restructur-
ing Fund grant 1s
specifically allocated
for amalgamation
costs. Municipal Office
renovations will be
funded by the grant

- morncy.

The cost estimates
for options also
included an additional
$120,000 estimate to
renovate the top tloor
of the Municipal Build-

un <

discussion about relo-
cating the fire fall to a
new building, but that
was too expensive,
notes Reeve Boycoll.
“We have other things
that need fixing up, like
the arena and other
projects.” !
The eventual deci-
sion was to relocate the
Colborne fire depart-
ment to the PUC build-
ing on Victoria Street.
“What we're hoping
to do is close the
library in August for 2
month and do up the
fire hall in August and
move the firehall 1n
mid-July,” Reeve Boy-
cott says. “The PUC
thinks it can be out of

ing to house the Col- the back part of their
borne Library, or building by mid-July.
another $220,000 to The front part of the
relocate the building will
library to the | remain for
basement . water and
“Both hydro.”
those options Detailed
(for the Ji c A drawings are
library) were [IUESESES now being
no-goes,”’ prepared for
teeve Boy- the projects.
cott reports. g€ 8 The Munici-
The Transi- UGS LEP;JE,*[?II | pal Building
tion Board B renovations

also rejected
utting the
ibrary in a
proposed Seniors
building at the corner
of Victoria and Arthur
Streets.

The decision was
reached: relocate the
library to the present.
firehall, next door to
the Municipal Build-
ng.

“There was some

i - okt e i )] petledis 138 will 20 to

tender once

the specifica-
tions are completed.

The Transition

Board members are the
10 elected Colborne
Village and Cramahe
Township council
members. The board
has been meeting regu-
larly to hammer out
details pre-amalgama-
tion January 1, 2001.
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