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Keeler House designation preserves history

By Manpy MArtin
STAFF YWRITER

The Keeler House, one of Col-
borne’s most important historic and
architectural
buildings, will be
preserved for
future genera-
tions. Marian
Carter, owner of
the stately haome
at 9 Church
Street West, has
requested the

home be des-
ignated as histor-
ically and archi-
tecturally signifi-
cant.

“It’s some-
thing we wanted
to do before but
never got around
to it,” owner
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Valentine’s Weekend
Specials
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APPETIZERS

Tomato Dill Soup ¢ Chicken Consomé with julienne vegetables
Green Salad » Baked Brie w/assis coulis ¢ Shrimp Cacktail

Fresh = Chicken
ENTREES €
Atlantic Salmon -
grilled: champagne burre blanc b baﬁi}ﬁgggglnguge
$18.95 Lamb Chops $16.95

grilled: madeira sauce

$18.95

DESSERTS

Viint demi sauce

10 oz. New York Steak $17.95 Chicken Cordon Bléu

black .I::ures.t ham
& SWIiss cheese

$16.95

Créme de carmel = Chocolate Mouse

FPoached Pears * Homemade Pie

All Entrees
Include:choice of appelizer, potato, frash
vegetables, homemade buns and
choice of dessert. colfeeltea

Grafton

i ‘:: -'.Ir-‘ ¥ ; ! I'ﬁ
Q"ME\G R' -_v/.ll
7 _ S

!';tlcl Cr : -.;f ¢
AN CALE
BA AR s

Youn Howestyle Kitclou
Away From Home
Highway 2, Grafton

~(905) 349-2208
“LLBO

PLEASE RESERVE | _3

Marian Carter says of her request to
preserve the building’s significance.

“Now, it’s deciwded.”
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If a building can have soul, the
Keeler House has it in spades.
Believed to have been built in the
early 1820s, the home was blessed
with generations of family owner-
ship. Until the turn of the century, it
remained in the Keeler family when
ownership passed to generations of
another family. Remarkably, for over

100 years, the character and the
design of home remained intact with
only superficial decor additions.

In 1968, the home faced it’s clos-
est brush with demise. The was pur-

. chased and slated for a multi-resi-

dential renovation. Enter Nick and
Marian Carter.

“We planned to retire to Col-
borne,” explains Mrs. Carter. “We
had been looking for a home but
couldn’t find one that we liked, so
we had an architect prepare draw-

Sandals
while they last ¢

® 249 Ontario St @1 Port Hope
o} _ ) 885-8740 T 885-2488 4
- Sttt § Free Delivery
L2 0N.

PUZZLED

ABOUT INSURANCE:

A combination plan may
save you money,
Letus he ]Enutl JL'lI' I
all IU}.ILIJILI

OLIVER &
McCARTEN

| INSURANCEBROKERSLTD ¢~

Farm ® Auto * Home
* Business » Life

19 King St. E., Colborne

w»gazwd | and architectural herltage of Colborne area:

=" f N
r IR Aot .
[ L R -

& '-:l'r\-:cf - a: :r' =

= o o i = 5= o
o BN LT
o -.-‘_5. _-:I..-:} o)

ingb for a new home that capturcd
the design and features of older
homes we loved. Then, this sud-
denly came on the market.”

Nick and Marian made an
) appointment to view 9 King Street

East. Under the coals of paint, the
shabby interior, the years of inatten-
‘Licm, the Carter’s knew a treasure
when they saw it.

“It took a year of restoration and
upgrﬂding work,” Mrs. Carter
recalls.’

“The plumbing, the electrical ser-
vice, the heating all had to be
replaced and upgraded. There was
painting, window repairs, restoration
ot the original floors - but the struc-
ture itself was sound.”

- The Carter’s had come “home”.
Marian Quinn Carter was a Castle-
ton girl who met her future husband
Nick Carter when she came home to
the area to recover fmm scarlet

fever.

The Carter family lived in what is
now the United Church manse
directly across the street from 9
Keeler House. Nick and Marian
could look out their front windows
and recall their earlier days before

work and travel took them far and
wide.

The Colborne retirement home
exudes all that is good in history - a
sense of warmth, lives lived, quiet
elegance and dignity. It’s that legacy
Mrs. Carter wants to bequeath Col-
borne and future area generations,

partially as a gift, partially as a trib-
ute to her late husband Nick.

The Keeler House is believed to
be one of the oldest homes in Col-

borne.
Joseph Abbott Keeler, merchant,

Kokimo Candleland
is located 3 ks E. of
| Castieton on Cty, Rd. 25
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‘It’s
something
we wanted
lo do before
but never got
‘around to it.
Now, It’s
decided.”

- Marian Carter

first postmaster and Justice of the

Peace, lived at the home. He was the
son of Joseph Keeler who arrived
with 40 others from Vermont in
1793 to settle on grants of Crown
land. Joseph Keeler senior died at
Keeler House in 1839.

The Keeler House 1s a “twin” of
Barnum House at Grafton, now a
nationally-recognized heritage
museum.

Designation is synonymous with
protection of the building and its
history. Any changes to the building
will retain the historical and archi-
tectural significance of the building.
An Ontario Heritage Foundation
designation registers the historical
and/or architectural significance of
the building on the deed of the prop-
erty. It becomes a provincially-rec-
ognized site of note and is cata-
logued as such. The designation is
registered on the deed of the prop-
erty.

“Designation 1s really the gift
wrap on an historical piece of prop-
erty,” notes Colborne Local Archi-
tectural Conservancy Advisory

Committee chair Greg McMahon.
“It completes the package.”’

“We arc thrilled,” Mr. McMahon
says of the move to designate the
property.

“Mrs. Carter has always been
ahead of her time, She is a catalyst.
The home 1s the gem of our village
and township.”

With the request for designation
registered, the building’s history and
architectural significance will be
rescarched. That done, Mrs. Carter-
retains the right to approve the des-
ignation description, If approved, the
village passes a bylaw to have the
designation recorded on the property
deed. From there, the bylaw is for-
warded to the provincial Architec-

| tural Conservancy of Ontario for
| registration.

The Keeler House, if approved,
will be the fifth designated property
in Colborne for the LACAC, added
to Victoria Square Park, Seaton

| House, the Old Registry Office and

8 North Street (The Leclair Home).

The final touch will be the brass
plaque to be mounted on the build-
ing signifying its importance - the
jewel for the jewel.




