When Lawrence and Beryl
Mutton opened their home to an
English author and his wife last
summer, they also opened a win-
dow on Beryl's childhood past.

Up in the attic of their Shiloh
home, the Mutton’s the retrieved
an old suitcase of Beryl’s father,
Dr. William Sansome Tucker,
OBE. It proved to be a treasure
trove for author Dr. Richard N.

Scarth of England. In his several
days at the Shiloh home, he read,
catalogued and researched the
suitcase contents with joy. Now,
one year later, the 217-page hard-
cover book detailing acoustic
early warning systems is pub-

lished. And for Beryl, now 85.
years old, the joy J.s;ﬁ?g.mg h;é;r;;
father’s scientific research story

told - and the book dedicated to
her father’s memory.. =

“Echoes From the Sky: A story |

of acoustic defense” is a story of
the development of strange look-
ing oversized disks - today’s satel-
lite dishes on steroids - to moni-
tor and serve as alarms against
alr attack. The research work and
acoustic concrete disks were pri-
marily built in England, from
1914 to the early years of World
War 11. The 270-page book is the
result of several years of research
based on primary sources. It
includes a detailed consideration
of the main sound-collecting
devices in the shape of discs, mir-
rors and trumpets, 54 illustra-
tions, and three maps.

Author Dr. Richard N. Scarth,
formerly a principal lecturer and
Head of Department in Higher
Education, became interested in
early warning systems during his
National Service in a Royal Air
Force Sector Operations Centre.

The Muttons learned of Dr.
Scarth’s book interest through an
acquaintance of an acquaintance.

- When the Scarths visited Canada
in 1998, Beryl and Lawrence
warmly invited them for a visit.
For Beryl, the focus of Dr.
Scarth’s research filled in early
childhood memory blanks and
gave her a complete picture of her
father’s life and work.

Beryl emigrated to Canada
after marrying Lawrence during
World War II. Her parents fol-
lowed their only daughter to this
area in their later years. Dr.
Tucker passed away in 1955 and is
buried at Shiloh Cemetery in

Cramahe Township.

“I hope they come back.” Beryl
says today. “I really enjoyed them
both so much.”

The book retails for $12
pounds. To order a copy, make a
cheque out to the Hythe Civic

An acoustic ear on the past
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ton’s late father, Dr. William Sansome Tucker, OBE. The book, left, is
the final work which grew out of the booklet, right, authored by Richard
N. Scarth of England.

PHOTO BY MaNDy MARTIN.

Society, and send to Hythe Civic or phone 01303 268528.

Society Publications, ¢/0 17 Admi- - Mandy Martin
rals Walk, South Park, Hythe,

Kent CT21 6AL, United Kingdom - 5=
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At her residence On =t .
54.1999. Shirley (n€eé Bailey), be
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loved wife of the late William Dul-

mage. Dear mother of Bill and :Te
both of Wicklow and of the la
 Dear sister of W[lLtam of
Marmeora, Donald of Coe Hill, Frﬂtga
ces (Mrs.Marc Chaput) of Tm;nr:: .:.l
Allan of Welland, Thomas 0O 2
bourg and James of Toronto. ttier
deceased by father Arthur, Mo o
Alice and brother Anjnur. A pr;;aat
graveside service will be he -
Fairview Cemetery, Grafton. In mi}
| moriam donations miylgs made
ity of one's choice.
L:i:gz{::?ray Funeral Home Col-

borne, 35 5-2829.
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