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voeseesFOr six years at Fort Frances,Ontario. In 1928 T married Miss
lorence Blair, of Uouglas.Manitoba, ard over the vears we have raised two
sons, Grant shief Geologist with Inéerational Nickel Company at Thompson,
anitoba, Xa&Zrr John Barrie Fletcher,our son who is 2 Chemical Engineer in
Calgary, Alta, and Ruth our daughter is teaching school in Winnipeg. We hax
have thirteen grand-children.

Over the years 1 have had four books published,"Pioneers O Pioneers

in 1952,"The Trails of the Pioneers" in I955,"The Last of the Pioneers" 1958
and"fhe Flaming Dance" in I970.(One chapter in this book tell s of the famou
devastating forest fire that swept through the Municipalitv of Dance,ten mi-
les north of the Rainy River, taking eighteen lives in 1938) .That's whv I
called it,"The Flaming Dance".

When + spoke of the beginning of my ministry,l should have made
mention of the fact that it was just after my ordinatiion in Grace Church,
Winnipeg,in 1925, that my father,John Hambley told me the following, He said
" 1 have not tedd you until now,Yeorge, that it was more thaseprayers of ymu
mother,more than anything else,that guided vou into the Ministry of the Ch-
urch.She was grieved when the first lad George Henry died,and her pravyer
was like that of the mother of Samuel, even “annah,in the Bible,that if &ad
would give her another son, he would be dedicated to the Ministry of the
Churéh".And so it has turned out.

1 have just briefly mentioned my sister Laura,who was a Mission-
ary in China for forty years,and on her return she bought this house in wkiz
which we now live and on her death in 195% she gave the house to me,and
my wife and 1 have appreciisted very much, my sister's foresight as well
a8 her generosity.

in regard to your letter,Irene, I hope * have given vou the
Tacts that you need.I would like to say that 1 know a1l about those folks
who lived in the Purple Hill district,and where they went to, etc, but I
only know what my Father used to tell me about the Coates,and the Spinks,
and the Pyers,and * remember he spoke of the Mahaffy family, and the Gibsons
£1l 1 know of these is that there are the several families of these names
at Hfoland, and also at ‘reherne,but beyond that lt'p,afrédd that < cantthelp
you very much.,

Would you mind giving me the addeess of the Women's Institute or
the Secretmmy of it,who handle the "Tweeddmuir History Fund". I have heard
of the good work that it is doing,but would like to know how to get in touch
with the,. Please let me know how you get alomg with your history.

Cincerely iours,—udféy




