Picture from July 1978, the first year the Blackstock Tractor Pull started on its own, after breaking away
from the Blackstock Fair. That's organizer Harvey Graham, (insef), calling the event 34 years ago.

Blackstock Tractor Pull

Y The roots of the tractor pull go deep into Ontario’s agricultural soil. And
yww  some of the seeds of its widespread popularity germinated in Blackstock,
> where one man’s vision helped elevate the event as a spectator favourite in
numerous rural community fairs.
“1 was aware of other competitions in the U.S. and in western
Ontario, so we organized a tractor pull as part of the 1977 Blackstock
Fair,” recalls the event’s founder, Harvey Graham. “That spirit of
competition — whose tractor was more powerful — has always existed
among farmers. It was around before mechanization, when the event
would've been called a horse pull!”
A full time cash-crop farmer himself, Harvey recognized quickly
he’d found a popular idea in staging the pull. Over 50 tractors, almost
all of them working machines from area farms, registered for that

initial event.
“The second year, we moved it away from the Fair’s dates — it was

that popular.”

Tractor pulling requires competitors to link their machines to a
“weight-transfer sled.” As the sled moves, its weight shifts from the
back to the front of the sled, dramatically increasing resistance over a
300" course.

Each entry’s distance is measured once the load leaves the tractor
motionless; the greatest distance wins, unless more than one “full pull”
(completing the entire distance) is achieved. Then a pull-off between
entrants is needed.

“There’s a great deal of skill required,” Harvey explains. “The
driver must find the right speed and gear to maximize the momentum
he initially achieves. Tire pressure is also critical. And with tonnage dis-
tinguishing classes of machines, weight distribution is another impor-
tant factor. “Sometimes a pull will be decided by fractions of an inch.”

i R=9
i 'J e ¥

05

[F] 3 Ej i
R | -_-’1—'..,- . _ |

™ 7 - ] : T r E [ ) v f
= -.I..ih;ml-r#_-!el_ : gy = _— oot : Ty 3 ST
e ir oy i el = - : = E T = e B 3
iy .1-. - I = i = B .=_ ! L x ; i o I".l | = i Bl o . -... }
] © - - . - B - -y Y '
2 5 '_ i = _1..._|:.. 1 - A r . - 3 1 r.
= T4 - J a : - 1 i
a ¥ " { Z . Ay A
L i T ] ¥
- o 3 o o kT
. (] " T -~ o A |
F} " 5 Sy = i ! s i )
i o B i r ; B 7
L L, . o A o W iy g f
B T ] p—" s = ‘B

¥ - ¥ : : 1 y
- | L ! = . gy ¥ ) i i g . y ;- v -5 Fladie T _-‘.-;' = e % s 1 r ; r = G [
- . . E 4 RL = ! . . [ - = } = s o o A
e T i b b 2 . — ; - . - . o Catee. Y- & . ‘. = s T - il '_I 1.5 E _.I- . ELE _ LI - I g 2 e Ao q .
gy iy i o e~ B8 g - R~ B Y TN w » B " il - O . ; e = : 2~ - = ¥ S E e R | AR ]
= - " |5 . 1 = - [ | = ] i =, ] § -, o i ¥ 5 g o . 1 I
- U g = . - L o ™ e, 9 R s ¥ [ R L o :?.__ 3 ol o i v - | e “gpe m -:___ R o f e ! T cic, F ! = e - ¥ 1 __' S Tedry e e T S o 1
g ¥ . - ' : E L i = i . o At 5 T L A ek ) 3 5. = . L Eol T o o s [, b I o, (B30 - ) T e e ¥ L
2 ek T . ! o . | e W kN AN b L BN | " b i e A ot 1L U ) A T = o, T :‘L-"-
X = b - i . a . - - ] 1 i3 L e = L b & . 1 1 AL i 5 ol bom, . : i Ei; ’ - . At - qf =
o | o e = 1 -.\, 'l.. s u =17 ; ] = 3 B i L 5. - i - v - - ' r T ! i r S i iy 2 ! r “_.._.- fy o L M g PR e 'I';I ; . i Ty
| - - B n e e - = « = : - -3 - . e S ol et . = r -—‘.' - -2 1 & e JI i i - “F i oL E S R A e 3 ke ol ETH
B E i ' i . ' b o ' g T e - ; ; e A R T Py £ i = . & - e A etk =gty
Aoy - & - 5 Sl S T Y - e Nl . oy e 18 = " - o h k N B %) R g LB T - T es R k | = R e BT e T, 5 ot TN
A 4 - . - - . b 1 § F " > - . E i e L] AR Ee = 2 £ T Y - ars |
= i ¥ ¥ . P k . - I - £ o e g i £ g - " T Mg - 5 : e et — = il
n " > i - ] - - retl = -5 i it . Bl A B LRI - AFnT A T L
= ;:1" b _-' a "._ L :f = ! L ¥ - AL s = e - B r::l - £ s 4 e I' == " i SR i &L -
. ! . e 2 ¥ . ) 2 g N = ped 1= 3y = I =g,
. =R ¥ - - je R %Y L - <" I EE T L 3 4 BT T X ¥ _"': gk L b 41 i £ | ¥
d -l 7 1 il P S N == e 1 . 1 e
\ ] - 7 5 : ! = [E R T " = ki T g R T e e (R L i i o -..I' + -'-..- -. - .u* |‘r
J | r T - P =ral o R i I
- ] ] i i, i | = m . —— % o LT T PR o LT i
] = ‘| : 5 3 i 3 B & ; = 3 = - = SN
-3 .I .E:'.-J - £ - .'_ : ! ; ! e | - . l...I [ . ]
= : s T _-"I ." r_i | =L ORI - Rt P Lol b - 1, '. e
i E = = - x T T E 2 : il
- e f if O e e ' — = T S : o
T I : . k. k. I = i 1§ -~ R
! T H e B s - i
= i et $ih ik o o e e :

ke

: -RE-W

R -
SR IR e e Sk ULl el

B e

T e N Ml il - - o

g Sl S R

B 7 =in " ]
TR e S e
L & - " et B | ! i

#nli‘-i

e mmﬁ;#.:'_..._:._]: :
N % - i 1
§ TR s 0l S
R R B T e R

: -‘“r':,..l

P I
e

 Blackstock Tractor & Truck Pull
Friday, Saturday, July 8, 9

With the popularity of tractor pulls taking off through-
out the province in the late 1970s, Harvey recognized

another need.
“In the interest of safety, we had to establish consistent

rules for the pulls,” he explains. “I became the founding
president of the Ontario Tractor Pull Association, and I'm
proud to say we’ve never had a serious accident all these
years.”

He also became the “voice” of tractor pulling. “T an-

nounced at the events — did that for years.”
When those years started to add up, Harvey made a
decision. “It got to be too tiring, all that travel. So I retired

a few years ago.”
Thirty-odd years later, that single Blackstock event

has grown into a 27-stop circuit in Central Ontario. The
season’s overall champion will ultimately be declared,
with competitors accumulating points according to their
tinish at each race, similar to the rules in professional car
racing,.

Tractor pulling has expanded its scope considerably
from those early days.

“Few, if any, of the machines in a modern competi-

tion are working tractors from a farm,” Harvey explains.
“Most of them are modified: the original engine block

has to remain, but some can run up to 1,000 horsepower.
And the pulls now include multiple weight-classes of 4x4
trucks.” Harvey enthusiastically supports these develop-

ments.
“The addition of trucks, in particular, as well as the

movement to modified tractors, greatly increased specta-

tor interest. Those larger crowds meant the events could

-usually generate a bit of a profit for the fair, or whercver

the event was held. And it allowed us to hand out small
cash prizes to the winning drivers, enough to cover their
gas and expenses. But winning is more about pride than
dollars.”
This year, the Blackstock tractor pull which Harvey
Graham started will take place July 8-9 at the community’s
fairgrounds, carrying the proud distinction of being one of
the longest-running events of its kind in the province.
While he won’t be its announcer, organizer, or partici-
pant, you can bet Harvey Graham will be there to enjoy
the action, “pulling” for yet another successful event. |




