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REPORT OF THE INSTITUTE

On lay 1lth, 1915, the Victorian Womens Institute was organized at
the home of I’rs, Frank Stinson, our let President being l'rs, James
Henry Freebeorn. Since then we have had 9 Presidents,

As the time of our organization was about the beginning of the World
War, we immediately entered into Fatriotic Work and a Patrioctiic
Committee was appointed. The first work wWas not recorded but in 1916
there ie a record of a Contribution of Clothing and Quilts to the
Belgiuw Relief, also a bale of Clothing, welght 560 lbs. valued at

$208.50 to the Northern Ontario Fire Sufferers. We also sent 102 qts
of Fruit Jelly, Syrup and Pickles to the Soldiere' Hospital Cverseas,

We hought flannel and distributed it among the wembers to be made

into shirts, also yarn for socks, at the January lleeting 1917,

The month's work was 75 pairs of socks and 1< shirts, and on Jan,. 3lst
a Knitting Contest was arranged to cover Lwo monthe, during which time
900 pairs of Socks, 15 flannel shirts and 1S cheeke cloth shirte were
made, 1igss Collins, the Departmwmental Speaker sald that she never bhefore
met such enthusiasm in soldiers knitilng.

We regularly sent Boxegs to the Boys (verzeas and on one occasion the
Committee reported sending 38 Boxes costing 69,993 we also had a
Priscner of War who was remermbered, his box wag senit through the
Britigsh Red Cross,

I notice that in llay 1917 the Patriotic Gomultiee reporied

Receiptes $648.81 IExpenditure $648,75 |

I believe the Receipts were, Grant from Nunicilpal Councill

Dopnations and Social Functions sponsored by the Insiituie (why we
went into the Junk business)., A Jew agreed to pay $300.00 for the
privilege of collecting in the Township. 4Al8o a Glrls Rasket Ball
game between Blackstock and Negtleton realized a net profit of $3
t0 send Irult overseas,

We also gent Bibles, Tewgpapers and Scrap Books,

We continued actively engaged in this work until the
Durlng this ftime w

War Wasg OoOVEI.,
7e also took advantage of several Short Ccoursges
in the Communliy Hall which were gponsored by the Ingtitute.
We rememhered the gick and ghut-ing with frult and Ilowers in our
Communitiy, Spoong to the Brideg and Bank Books or Baby Spoocns to
new Bahles We also send Bales to Northern Ontario and the draught
1

areag in Western Canada, and help the needy in our own Community.

After the War was over and Peace declared we ghill remained very

much interested and contributed, I believe, $300,00 to the erection

of a lemorial to the llemory of the Boys who died in Flanders lield,

We also asgsigted in buying the Tablet erected in honour of the

soldiers who returned, and gince then have taken care of the liemorial

Park, paying the Caretaker, paying the Hydro for the Light and buying

flowers for the Flower-Bedsg,

We asslisgted 1n the erection of the Grand-Stand, in buying the Piano

and the Gurtalnsg for the Hall, also the Rug for the Stage and the chalrs

Now there are a great many things we have been interecsgted in that I have

not mentlionmed, but I sincerely hope that the Victorian Womens Institute
=

may long continue to serve Our Home and Country.

Ifrg, Woe A, Van Camp
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Items of interest 1915 - 1920.
1916 - Iunch committees wereifor meetings. Delegates were sent to
the Prov. Board Convention in Toronto.

1917 - Several members subscribed for a magazine recognized by the
Wel., and called the Home Journal.
An autograph quilt was made.,
Miss Ethel Chapman was a guest speaker at a meeting.

1918 - The first District meeting was held in Blackstock,

1919 - The first Fair Exhibit was made, consisting af y 1 light cake
1 dark cake, light biscuits, 2 pies. Prizes were $3 and $&2.




