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Preservation of priceless artifacts a concern at Erland Lee Home Museumla

Lee Home [I (H //_)L’

birthplace of (be

Womvn 's luslil'ult'

By )0 URBANOVITCH
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Form/e) STONEY CREEK

  

Womens’ Institutes

started in Stoney Creek
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I Above, the Erland Lee Home Muse-

um, Below, artifactsIrotn the sewing

 

Inn 11 prmpunus Salttlcvt larntert'alled Erland Lee and his wife, lanet

attended a [5‘1 lttlt‘ in IBM; the result was an organization that nobody

dreamt ofIn thow tlats.
 

Traditionally, the \mman staI(‘d at home and looked after things. but the lec-

ture at (Illt‘lplt .-\gritultural (7 IIllvgc “as by Adelaide Hoodless. She was talking

about edutating girls and in the tourse of her lecture, she suggested women

should hate an organization of their own similar to the Farmers lnstitutes.

Thu Lees started canvassing the atea and a meet-

ing held at Squire's Hall th‘ following February had

and one man, Mr. Lee.

bquirc's Hall, now (3 King St 12., was for many years

the h ’atl other for the Stunt') (lrtIt-k News.

Mdyltt‘ that's (Inn reason why the Stoney Creek

\tl’\\‘\ has always \llppmlt‘tl lllt‘ “I, now a world-

lllO women in attendance »

\\ Itlt' organization

‘\\I- kitcu it all stain-I1 lll‘ll‘ but people were

Itttl lt'illl (Craig. who owned

LIerybody who

«ltdn t l|\(‘lll510llt’} (trek thought the founder had

Iaguv about its ttt‘igins. "

and (‘tllll‘d the pnpt‘r In llll‘ [5)Us
 

lll‘l‘l‘l Adelaide lltmdlttss "

so the Stunt-y (LIeI-k News kt‘pl putting out special

the \\'utnt‘n\‘ lnstituII-s

\luDvI IIIIItt \‘ hi» \\«1\ II pIrtIIt'I (ll .\l> ‘

t‘Lllilllll‘» tIII

  

lIII~lIx-l, \lil' \Ititl \t lll|‘\

ltl‘.‘ lt‘tItII \ll~il.llltl ,\v:‘». I'vnlattll

,tlh'l't’, lhm‘ll tlllllt‘ \l‘ltl \£I\ llIt')‘ I IIIIt-tl to learn

IIIqu :Ihuut Stuncy (il'l‘l'lx, Willt‘ll was the birthplace

til the lllxllllllt‘ "

ll"

"'Iht- \\l \'I.I.\ til-mus :IItl Il‘If.', the” light under a

I--«.~ \\t kt’pt getting peo-

Britain

said Kit   wmo SALYFLEEY mm I. Now

Mrs. Iii). Smith (rice Christina

A. Armstrong) was the first

president of the Women's

Institute rounded In smucy

Creek. February lll97t

.every-

BI \lID lslfitls, there \wn' otIlI live original members left, said Ms. Craig. One

ml tht-III I\.Is Maud Glirltlcn. :I l‘Ieelancer for the Stoney Creek News She had

mint-ti tltv\\".[ \Ihcn Slll' \‘.21\ lrl-ltftlrS-(lld.

\l~ Craig dutidvtl tht \vux would take up the cause She would go In the

\IIIIIIt-Its' lllSlllUlL’ ‘(ll't‘lll\'t’\ in Ottawa and “get some of the real information'i

"Kit and l pickt‘tl up the reins," said Ms, Craig. "That‘s why I copied down the

urtginal lllllllllt'~ in longhatttl that proved how theW.l. had started. And we con-

tInIIL'II to go (till to hat for tht‘III."

NIII;IILI\'§_ of course lllt' story (If the beginnings olthe Womens' Institute is

"null kIIuIIn and II'tll puhlit'izt-(l

But l‘.llllt\(l\ It :Illt kntm; \\l‘t;|l IIouid have happened if the Stoney Creek

\I vs hadn't gone to h;ll lor themIII the 1950s

t)l tuursc it has a IIiII \Iin ~ittItItiun. \‘ls. Craig's trip to the archives paid off

t‘ttlllllll'l’tlilll)‘ run

‘I forget hour many issues we printed for the Women” Institute.

“The first tlllt’ was sold out in no time, because all the people kepttht'l'lllttll.

‘ ling for them from all Im-r the wnrldl"

 

" said Ms

 


