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1; (By c. H. J. Snider in ”Schooner

gDays," Toronto Evening Telegram)
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‘ferry on Long Reach when it was more

like the Queen Elizabeth highway

,‘than a silent side street of Luke On-

itarlo. The family moved into the great

big store John Bedford "had built for

the upsurge of prosperity following

the development of Upper Canada.

Dennis Duly had kept it and it throve

mightily. for it was strategically picc-

ed at the ferry, with the High Shore

road behind it and so many schooners

building and loading at Roblln's Mills

in the cove below.

then just one end of 3 crossing. Hull

lgriy—the Ella Ross twice a. day, the

mlethn, Hero, Vanma, Reindeer. Des-

ieronto, Alexandria. every day. on ex.

lcursions or for passengers. Not all of

!these came daily, but there was as

good a. passenger service on the Buy

oleuinte eighty years ago as there is

in Toronto Buy now. Perhaps better.

The Ella. Ross, for example, plying

the tenLmile lane between Descrontc

below, for may Bay, at Hoblin’s Cove,

side. occasionally at Honeywell-Mills

or Glenora, and then into Pictcn.

These stops give an idea oi’ the ex-

tent of traffic on the Bay then It

and suil. The hull: freighting was done

by the sloop; and schocmers. Durward

Cole recalls twenty-eight schooners

under sell at one time in the ten-mile

fluttering pinion; of new blue-white

1 linen or yellow cotton duck, or oil the

ishadeyto which wind and weather,

,grnimlust, cool and iron ore bleach

Kor blackcn canvas. The sails would

1be crowned by long colored masthead

flies like whipinshes,

black and white, green, red, lendcolor

or yellow or all these in combination,

with contrasting stripes and. gay

mwespiDeS. risureheads and quarter-

boerds with the vessels names en-

scrolled ‘

‘ Farmers drove in with their but-

1 ter, (15 cents 11. pound. top price re-1

1’68“). em (10 cents ndozen if 300d

big ones). cheese, apples pens, oats,

land bwrley to trade for dry ‘goods,

hardware, groceries, coal oil and all

the mug luxuries 01- life brought

from Kingston or Oswego. Bloom and-

‘ cohoanem of from 30 to 300 tons bur-

den brought them in. and too tawny

3 the farm products. principally to the

1Rmhudaon groin elevators and the

‘ market mum at 11mm or the Os-

, weaa breweries. Though some went to

England and South nineties. At any

1 rate the schooner Pacific, built at

Milly , did. She curried bones cud

, rough lumber to England and nib-ales

1 from south America to Boston, and ‘

Wu iagt on the count of Newfoundland

3 coming Mme with 1:. 211.130 or cool.

The store wire a. s bgtanuci amic-

ntnh‘ewmed low. timbered

emu. It ”and; solidly yet at the

gums 11.0.1th 104 yours. although

, 19h much once surrounded

in3.11”»; months it must

win

   

 

 

ha. clings cud Grecian bends

,nfl’ , hung 1?}; prices end Recipro-

city: limits and tun-d work: or

hard ti 451.; no work. or premar-

it}; com; hm: «and that»: harm re-

flinging t Whigticn, and steel

Wthe Wampum nioopa and

Marinara” of new ml: out nlmi 
 

Durward Cole came to the family '

Cole's ferry landing was much more ~

a dozen steamers called there re¢u-‘

and, Pictah, made four stops after lea-'

ving Gales Ferry — at Hurts wnarr‘

across the Reach, at Bogurt's Wharf 1

bit Thompson’s Wharf on the‘other“

was a. thronged highway for steam,

Ion: Reach; n glad sight with their'

above hulls. 1

ln>tl1le:st.oi1e 'partvof it the exports"

were stored and the imports were re—‘

ceived, to be retolled over the fine»

\cherrywood counters in 'the storey

above Remaining urchs and joiner

work show that the store must have

Ibsen an attractive one, with its shel—

ves and drawers laden with prints.

cottons and woolens, hats.caps, ”boots

and shoes, parasols' paper collars,

numasser oil, crockery, china; tinware.

isplces, tea, coffee, coconi, groceries

dried fruits, biscuits 11nd sweetmeats.‘

—incluriing conversation lozenges,

cough drops, buiiseyes, sugarsticks,

‘iicorice, Godey‘s‘ magazine.‘ family

Zbibles, and Currier Ives prints.

With the growth of general stores

fit every four-corners the retail fee-

iture of this ferry emporium contrac-

had, but the Wholesale expanded with

”the big barley business. the building

5 was devoted to, the storage and ship4

i

 

111mm: of grain, hay, apples Vand root'r‘

The Coles operated the grain warez

house for years, charging 2 cents a

bushel for “weighing”-—unloudlng and:

[reloading and tallying—the iormers'

Stain: A million bushels of Prince Ed‘

ward,County gold went in and out

through those limestone walls by hug

and burrow, shovel and spout, for the

ferry wharf was '3 shipping place up

to the time of the Great War.

Some of the vessels Durward re-

l' members his father loading were:

i The graceful Acacia, when Capt.

Byron Bongard sailed her.

The Baltic of Wellington Square.

lost at Oswego in December, 1894.

Round-stemcd Delaware, hard to

iii-ecu that had been the Dave An-
5 .

 
Kate of Onkvllle, capsized three

miles below the Perry in the mouth”

9‘ HEY Bay by a nibht squall oil' the

Hixh Shore drowning two of her

crew -

Also the rust Ariadne, lost on stem-1

,0? Point's drowned island in a snow-

storm in 111116: and the second Ariadne,

"HM-h smaller, 11. converted Cuthbert

‘Ymht which went to pieces at Port

Break in 1910; and perhaps the mm
  

(111 Amherst Island about this time,

5100155.

Other callers included the schooner

Mary of pranee, Young Andy Bairds

pride and joy. which carried him and

flit-3m to death of! Oswego 45 years

The Snow Bird. formerly the Min-

nie Proctor. a little smaller than the

Kate and the Mary and with long

m““W Matron

Pmbably the (Flora. rebuilt from the

Flying Scud, which ended at Oakvme.

And the Highland Beauty. when

Cunt. muy Loin!) took her to the Buy

01’ Quint: from Toronto in 1900.

The white B. Freeman, built in Port

l'Burmgll, which became-n black fleet-

1m; 019va at Kingston after [my

Years afloat.

“and half his men

Ariadne, a ‘so'ow sloop built at 15mm:

one or the last of the Bay trading ‘

OccasionallyT the Oliver Mowat, one

of the few three-masters to call. Shc

was run clown by n steamer off the

False Ducks, Capt T. L. Vnndusen

were drowned.

And thesteamer captain went to jail.

The little Li/zle Metzne1 small but

full-rigged three-master. was another.

The Lymun Davis, lust of the ink-

ers, burned ut Sunnysidc, 1935.

These were all lake schooners ‘0!

fair size, ranging from six to sixteen

thousand bushel capacity. or from 200

to 700 tons deudwcight. The Mom”; 7

might carry more grain. but as a rule

these vessels would be picking up On-

ly 1,000 bushels or so at the Ferry to

‘iinish out cargoes gathered here and

there for Kingston, Oswego or Ogdehs-

[burg clown the St. Lawrence. ,

Then there were the small fry of

from 100 tons down to 30, or a. bare ‘

‘crops. 11000 bushels like the schooner scows

Two Brothers of Picton, the Maggie

b. andmum ’D. of Kingston. the John

pWesley that they. nicknamed the

Punchy, and the Madcap and the

Idlewyld, and scow sloops like the (lull

and the Granger and perhaps the

Trent and her two sisters brought up

from Quebec, although these special-

ized in the bunchwoocl trade. The oth-'

ers would load baled hay or grain or ‘

ripples from whatever wharf had 1

them, or even from the banks of the

'_B'ay fields, for their light drought and

1‘ilut bottoms allowed them to moor to

fine trees. Their market was Kings-

ton. the Richardson elevators there or 1

\ih: Montxenl Tmnspoxtation Comp-

.‘nnys barges for down the St Law-

theme 1

but: little sloop. perhaps it was the ‘1

Madcap, came to grief- within an hour 1

of lending her thousand bushels of

peas at the Ferry. Running down the

Reach with a. fresh breeze, she nip-

ped the comet we close near Trum-

pour Point whe1e the Adolphus Reach

trans east from the Long one. and.

11str11ck a rock there. It went through

her and she filled with water. The

.13ng in her hold swelled so quickly

i that she burst like u paper bug.
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'; ERANK HUF i

Centuryfarm

,changes hands

The farm of Mr. and Mrs.

Frank Huff, Mount Pieusgnt,

winch has been in the Huff

 

family" for three genErations

and "well over a hundred

' years. has been transferred to

‘1 Kent and Janie Douglas. Mr.

Huff‘s grandfather, the iate11

' James Edward Huff was oneof

' the pioneers to purchase'regis-

tered holstein cattle uboutl

1910. With the holstein busi—H

ness being continued by his son

Morris Huff it‘was a natural for1‘

1 the third generation to grow up

with and 'become a prominent

holsteiu breed 81‘.

For several years_ after

ceasing to milk cows they were

engagedin t eiheifer business,

unimaisflkee mg

50 to 70 on hand, breeding t em

and selling some to local

. breeders but the majority were

sold for expert... t9 foreign

uying ybun

countries,

By in

fairs. 'etlteu

‘Sundial
p tu’hdte mar

the blopd
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ling and skill
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By making
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Not beingti:

milking they h

ltii’ t0 acco‘mp....,.

lments to foreign countries

1 udin Mexico,‘ Chile.‘ and

Italy T ey found this way of

me.

life more interesting than!

milking Due to an unreliable‘

'source of labor and nearin

‘ retirement age must of the her

were sold at adispersalile'M,

opinga few that were over

the basic herd Set up ‘limit

which are maintained in other‘

breeders herds on a share basis.

To diversify ’the form set up,

15 acres of orchards were

. planted consisting of cherries,

apples, pears and plums. Bein

_ situated on the main highwéyo

, the can

ifroadsl
  

tymgr operatedHe:

attended Believille3Farmers

Market for 25 years wherexmost

i

of the products of fruit!

vegetables. poultry and eggs

wereretaiied.

Their three sons who assisted l

materially in the farm opera—

tious as teenagers were eager- ,

ly interested in a continued

education.

After graduating" from

McMaster and Guelph Univer-

sities they continued until two ‘

obtained their Masters Degree

and one his PH

The oldest son Morris has

advanced to Assistant Manager

of the Ontario Food Council.

Queens Park, Toronto.

1 second son George. who became

1

hi h school'in Toronto.

i
1

The ,1

1 an accomplished artist. also!,

teaches Science and Physicsin a

he youngest son Dr. Bruce ,

Federal Department of A 'cul-

ture in Ottawa. Mr. an Mrs.

Huff built a newborneuon ,1 five

acre lot in View oftthe home

} Huffis an economist with the ‘

1

.,fnrm_1fn 1969.1Eilbey sold the,

, orchard and roadside‘ business

in 1973. 1The-1tunsaction disA

posingof- the remainder of the

as just

- Now re 11?

good iiezli'tlmd

  

  
   

 


