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First Schools in Ameliasburgh 80 Years

Since-

, The first school opened on the front

‘ ,of Ameliasburgh was kept in the base

[sent of Capt. James Peek’s dwelling

situate on lot 93 >lst concession of A

.msl‘urgh v.1 'cifcs still .krtffl p 1

of some of his grand children. The

names of the respective teachers were

Reuben Potter 8. surveyor and David

Delong; the latter settled afterwards on

part of lot 91 in the second conceSSIDn of

Ameliasburgh where he resided till his

death, 18 or 20 yearss‘iuce. This school

was only kept open during the winter

season. The school furniture was not

so extensive and costly as at the pres

ant; the seats were made oi pine slabs,

or two inchplanks with holes bored about

a foot from eschend in which the legs

were insertedond these seats were placed

lengthwise or otherwise in the room to

afford . the greatest accommodation.

These seats were not plaincd nor paint-

ed but werojust as they came from the

Shiv-Mills; the boys were placed on one

side, and the girls on the other. The

pupils outfit in thoso days consisted of

English Reader, Savors Spelling book

a slate, some fools osp paper. a bottle of

home made ink a pencil, arithmetic and

a quill. The arithmetic was aluxury

only enjoyed by very few of the senior

pupils. Reading writing :11" hmotio

. on" spylii- was ":2 anti: Cu ilutn

of these primary colleges and thus -

schools Were composed oi from 12 to 15

pupils and were maintained hr Sllllflcl‘llr’

tion Vic. the Parents and Guardians

would subscribe in zui ag‘riwlllunt with

the teachers to pay him 73 6d per quart

er amonths, touching each pupil and he

had toicollcct his own salnry, and board

around in the neighborhood. There were

no school section boundrics no holidays

at that time, neither was there any

’ general Public School Law in lorco in

Upper Canada. To thy- early Kettle-

lnont of the Wueficsdu 1785, CM“- Jab“

x.
   

  

 

    

" Bleacher in 1.788 and TlIUH. Dempsey

I

 

the sauna your and Sugurs, Peeks, Corb-

mnns, Suhnrm crhorns, Banter-s, Pihssons

Hyena Bryant: and Masters, shortly at

’ ter. The first white child born in that

section was John R. Blccokor- who was

born July 17th,1789, the next was Eli‘

ubeth Sugar and the third was Margaret

' Dempsey; both werehorn in 1790. Mr.

Bleeckor was born on Lot 93, lst Con.

of Amelinshurgh, then owned by his fu-

thor Capt. John Bloocker who sold this

Lot 95 to Capt. James Peck, Jan. lst

lBOD Thr-iir Sfiliilflllll Aluleh‘t‘hul'g‘h

was opened in the basement story of

Capt. Puck’s dwelling about 1810. The

early .flelwhers’worn Reuben Potter and

David Belong respectively. By this

time this part of the ilrsi Concession was

.. was pretty well settled. We find the

Wexlso's Dempseys, Peeks, Piersons,

Routers iklus, Sohetmorhorns, Bab-

wcks, Sugars, Bryonts, Corbmans,

I'uyolll, Myeus, Masters, Corbmnns and

Htonubm‘g‘hs.

. This school was not opou regular-

ly as it could only be kept open when

 

a sufficient subscripl'ion ‘was obtained

to Induce the teacher to open the school

fpr the Winter term. Two years some

““165 passed without any school having

been kept,

In 18% nine years botoro the first

school not was passed in u: : Canada,

the "itizons 5“ whqtuwv— nprizes a

Part Sec. 3 and School Section No. 4

Amollnsbrugh, met pursuant to notice

and determined to build a home school

house to meet the growing wants atthat

time and the following is an exact copy;

Know all men by these presents. That

we whose names are afiixed (10' each

severally promise to pay Peter Dempsey,

James Peokjr. John Sager and William

Dempsey, who were appointed a.build-

lug coinmittue, the sums set opposite

our i'esprctive names on this papiar l'orthr.

purpose ofhnilding a school house in the

township of Ameliasbm‘gh and County

of Prince Edward said house to stand on

the premises of James Peck SI lot 93

Ist Con. at a place selected by said com-

mittee. The size of said house to be 24.

by 28 feet on the ground,all money to he

paid by the first oi January next. Dir-

ferent kinds of produce will be taken in

payment at the market price, given

under our hands at Aineliusburgh June

135th 1833. '

. o.
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'
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James Peck jr .........

Peter Dempsey .

Isaac. l)emnsny,. .

Duvm Pierson

J ohli Sager .

(John Slump. .4 r . . .

William Dempsey ,.

John Peck. . . . .

Peter Reine

John Briant

John Banter

Peter Mikel .......

Willium Sehennerhon

Daniel Mikel... .-

Daniel Masters .

Benjamin Masters s.

Jacob Stonehurgh.

Andrew Weldon. .

James Herencont .

Henry Weese.... .. .

William F. VVeese .

'John A. Weese . ..

John Osborn . .

John Onderrlon

Jacob Alvoa , .

Jucob Bontor.

Thos. D. Benson

HenryShear.. . .. ..

Johnathan H. Newman . .

William Alley .......... 1

John C. Lawson 5 days work. James

Shear 4 days work, of the iihbiie nhiued

subscribers only two survive viz; David

ll’iersun who was 95 years old Dec. 23rd

1898 and John Ondorchjnk who is about

82 years old.

The late William Dempso ' took the

contract to build theschool ousc and

accepted the nbsoription list in pa menu

of said contract; John Sugar too the

job 01’ building the foundation. The

building was not completed till October

and was not finished as agreed and at

ouch school meeting for years the ques-

tion of completing the school house was
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Qanaled £77! Mrs.

. . 1; David Pierson wh
o never

lingual:
1hast-tum

my of remipclilng
the

contractors
that: i'hfizdhfi‘d) c

alming? pay

. is
.

. ‘

“J lhmgshg:
l:sisted that he had done

0 1? Mr" Pierson said that he has no;

. are three large openings mil.”

John said they (“re [\uy

f you did not leave

his jo

as thercw

foundation.
d that i

:2: figlggiiflhe underpinning
the build.

in would soon rot. Mr. Piersond
521d

thi were very, large
cat holes, .in g, .M

a yhkc of2 year
old steers 60%le be . 1:“:

en through
these holes. . eefltls(:-‘:ynd

house was built upon
:1 pics 1825“;

given by
Capt. James Peck mh. 38;}! 0,.

burial purposes
and under t e. 001

Act: of 1842, each Township
I‘ll-$5303

\JOiinty in Upper Canada
was DY; 9

into School Districts by
the thend 1: mg;

Councils.
This name

continue
[01 d

years till the present
Mm‘fé‘lg

“yd

School Acts were passed 1].] 850' ,3“

both come into (orce Jan.
lst lbe tug :1.

the Premivrship
0f the Hon,Ro

r a .

ct of1819.
The name

'i der the A , _

3.1;; lclaringed to School Sections. In this
. ., . the

many of the citizens in

sTchligflshllgs
cof Ameliashur

gh received

their rimary education.
Here Willis,“

Kerr pM
A Q. C. of Cobourg

received a

, . .

‘ ' ducntion
and in

art of his rimary e .

hmkin’g backp over a period of ageing:

years at the differelilt pllplhsievlias
ever

‘ hoo no

llfitfiliifirt
ngfoflcnf

any Fri} "-}:1‘ offence,

W {This school house remui

. ' was humed. . . .

Eghhllet in the section thoselivm
gm the

" > - ' deter.

W
art of the section Wo

w

mislsehell‘; h
ave a new school house 3nd

hIVe it in the Wester
n part of the sec ion

and the tax payers of the Easternl and

08ntml part of tho ssctiofn,”Tri
x;1:18:13

1 a. two thirds o _
,

ggnggdywit
h the schoolpbjeete

d. Some

1

‘3 ng ll]

lltlgut o
n ensued

and thus residl

the Was 11 0 he section (1111113011
sec—

to d f t

t

the res

hangethsahfimfild,
3d: new one built

r _ o .

on’llhnot'egfr:::
scylwol opsnerlvrm

Lot 63

first concession of Amollosburgh
«williel

at that time by John Post. This as gm

Was opened about 1812, end the “1:8?

was one Phllo Nobles“;
luabofigt a

3- log school house was built on . 36,

18b con. now known as whack sec on

N0. 5, Amellnsburgh.
.Dr. Drums! l".

we of the first teachers inthis
echo 1 so;

01' Philo Nobles end Patrick 11116;;th

different times taught this schoo .1 mo

N11316: tonight for many years n th I:

dif‘flrmit schools
,I'Amchasburgh

.At a,

sliliéflho fillillflcll flan
of mothers-Frat:

“0t whet it is It the present tin).

. mm?” W"
ing, wrltln , spelfingund 1nd swim! 011 to do

Mfr: ollly uhght hi who “d. is:

1118 were not quite so amt» 1MB

present but they t time. Ohm

behel- than n m

was more low:
and lean orii’mw

and p59; “owls iii no upon

"maybe.
0 the got it, o

Mt considered I

M“)

thn’fl‘ 
Ami...“ _ ., _‘ 44,..11Mblalfé "

561/4}: rCl Pee K

any legitimate wait!-

I

1163

ned till “18‘“, ~

There was
some '

tobamenlt.ingress in}, 1‘

. .fiw‘

  


