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rHie Wigflt oftfie Metrose Train mason

W/ien my finsEandKevin’s Eeeper sounded tfiat nig/it, indicating a train onfire at tfie

Wldrose crossing, I mumfited "5e careful” and ruffed Eacfg over and went to s[eep. We often

was camad out in tne midd[e of tfie nignt as He was a member of tne Townsfiip Tire

@epartment. I nave gotten so I don 't wake up as I used to andso I assumedw/ien I fieardtfie

pounding at tne door tnat fie liad returned It took me a minute to rea[ize tfiat tfie rapid

pounding was more tfien a nusEandwfio fiadflacfledfiimsd out.

Wfien I opened tfie door tfie expression on tfiefiemafle pofice ofi‘icer'sface spa/1e more

to me tnen tne words t/iem53[’UZS. ”‘I7iere nas 5een a train crasfi and tnere is potentia[ of an

eaqdosion—you must [eave your fiome immediateét " I as/{ed wnere tfie Tirefigfiters were and

sne saidtney were 6acflat tfie site at a safe distancefrom tne wrecfi fit a[most tfie exact time,

tfie air stifled anda large wfioosli wasfo[[owed by an even Eigger explosion. Q7ie nousefi[[ed

witfi an eerie g[ow. (Pictures fiadfaden oftfie wads oftne Eacfgof tlie flame and fly tfie time I

reacfieda window to tfie nortn a targefire 6a[[was ro[[ing into tne sliy.

I didnot nave to wake my cfiiflfren. Tfie eJ(p[osion did t/iat. I toldtfiem as ca[mly as I

cozdd to get dressedandinto t/ie car. fls tne Kids worriedaoout tne pets I said t/iat anytfiing

t/iat was in tfie car wnen Igot tfiere cou[dc0me. Our dog, a cocéer spaniefl [ed t/ie pacfl to tfie

garage. I am sure sfie [mew tfiere was somet/iing wrong.

Sometime during t/iis time Kevin ca[[edfrom tfie Wldrose station to warn me,‘ fiurriedfy

I toldfiim we were [em/mg.

We racedin tfie car awayfrom our House, up r(/I/yman's [Lid toward Olqumlier Two.

I tfiinfg tfiere may name Eeen anotfier explosion at t/iis time. My cfiildren werefrig/itenedand

worriedaoout tfieir ®ad

’We reacfied tfie ‘Zyendinaga Sc/ioof wfierefriends and neigfioors were Eeing sfieltered

untiftfie emergency was over. Kevin andsevera[otfier Tirg‘igfiters came to cfiecflon tfie group

andfi[[ in tfie community tfiat [ived near tfie wrecé It was apparent at tfiis time tfiat tfze

potential—for more serious eaqdosions resu[ting in poisonous gases was present. I packedup tfie

Kids andfieadfurtfier away to Wapanee to stay at my Wot/ier’s.

We were contacted 5y CT tfiat we coidd a[[stay at tfie Ramada Inn @edemfle. rl7ie

option of a water slide was a[[ my kids needed. We [iougfit Eatning suits, and some otfier

necessities—(we coukzrn't return to our fiome}andspent tfie weeflendpacationing.

On Sunday we returned flame. Tfie sme[[ of Erunt [entits Iiung in tfie air. )4

”contr0[[ed" e)(p[0si0n was setfor tfie next dayfor t/ie Hist propane tanfl I was retievedw/ien

tnat was over

We experience nas cfianged tfie way I view trains andsafety. (We see trains everyday.

I cross 3 sets oftracfgs every day on my way to worfi Tfle potentiaffor serious accidents like

tfiis one is a[ways present. One must liope tfzat t/ie [egisflztions put in place are adequate[y

protecting us a[[, andwfien an accident [iée tfiis liappens it [iecomes a ”wafge up ” endfor tfie

pufitic and t/iose tfiat are protecting us.

R0Ein Tfiompson—chflvoy

 


