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,or 159 years the Corby family has been ,

makinganimpactonthe Bellevilleand

Quinte Area, contributing to the eco-

nomic and cultural stability of the region.

In 1832 Henry Corby and his wife Alma

arrived in Belleville from England. They

opened a tiny food shop which was later

, , expanded into abakery. Withina

few years of their arrival Henry

Corby was one of Belleville’s lead-

’ ing bakers,

The family business’ progres—

sion was stunted by the Rebellion of

1837. Corbyvolunteered forservice

with the First Hastings Rifle com-

' pany and was required to report to

Toronto. Corby returned to Belle-

. ville, seekingthe calmness ofhome.

j;The disruption of the Corby family
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tragic accident which occurred on

December 27, 1838: Henry Corby’s wife and

three children drowned-while crossing the icy

bay with a horse and cutter.

Corby sold his bakery and bought a

steamer called the “Queen” which he oper—

ated‘ for four years between Belleville and

Kingston This change in his life was accom—

panied by another—Mr. Corby married his

wife’s sister Matilda and began to build a

family. While running the steamer, Henry

Henry Corby, Found"
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life, however, was increased by a .

fame spread. It be-
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became involved in the business of buying

and sellinggrain. Thisinvolvement ledto the

opening of the Corby grist mill.

The mill offered grain cracking service

to local farmers The grain was ground into ' ,

meal which was taken back to the farmer's _ 3r

cattle for feed. The farmers often left some '

extra grain at the mill to be processed into

' whisky in a small distillery Corby had con-

structed. At first this distillery was merely a

sideline industry to the primary mill, but

eventually enough people from the region

were supporting the distillery that it forced

the mill to take a place of secondary impor-

tance. ”Andan increasing number ot'pcoplefrom

Belleville were

making the horse- ,

and-buggy trip out

to Curbyville, to,

sample and to buy

the Corby whisky

which was becom-

ing more widely

known. Township

by township, prov-

incebyprovinca,il5

   

   

  

     

 

camea vital part of Wurlrgn l/ichnpfielrls aund lhe 1890‘s:

Belleville social life, and of the farm life there— .

abouts.” ( Excerpt from ”The Corby Story”:

Canadian Beverage Review.) CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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