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Mid, Mrs. Harry McCrearj'r

Retiring After Operating

Phone Company 32 Years
After 42 years in the tele-

. r 1,6

"Telephones were 5 luxury

.phone business as operators of then,” said Mrs._ McCreary.

. their family-owned telephone “They are a necessrty now and

,system. Harry and Lena Mc- we feel there is a good fu-

it. quits this week.

On Thursday the

by Bell Telephone and Mr. and

, Mrs. McCreary will, take the

. long holiday which they feel

they have coming. to them.

l The Thurlow system with ap-

proximately 360 subscribers

; will be operated “as is” by Bell

for about four years, with

maintenance handled ,by their

Madoc servnce crew.

TOOK OVER IN 1922

' it has been a full-time liob

for Mr. and Mrs. McCreal'Y

since Arhey took over the UP“

oration of the then 'Bradden

Telephone Company back in

1922.

Since then Mr. McUreary has

‘either carried out or supervis-

,' ed maintenance ' details while

Mrs. McCreary, as chief ope!"

ator, has been away from the

Job for only one extended 11'?-

Florida about ten years ago. think I have been away from
i the job for more than a total 0f

2 s1x weeks," Mrs. McCi-eary said-
| Once she went for a full

Imonth without hating been

Ml“ Mccrtal‘." got into the

 

I that it was something he would
. like.

He started out as aft-anneal

then become a carpenter and it
was while w

struction of the Bell Tele-
phone office on Pinnacle 5'.
that he decided he would like

ti.) get lMU the telephone bu-
smess,

STILL (‘LIMBS POLES

r Now 31.70 he still helps with
me maintenance and still
does a bit of pole climbing.
He has one assistant imtaller.

. while Mrs. McCreary has two

board.

Both Mr. and Mrs. McCreIry

, belong to the “Telephone Pio—

nfiers of America."

' The McCreary system had

its beginning in 1906 who-n

three. Thurlow towuship resi«

dents,.llenn‘ A. Fairman. Wils

liam J. Allison and James H.

Bradden, formed what .‘was

known as the Thurlow Tole.»

phone System.

ot‘ nine phones.

The three men operated thr.

‘sysmn until 1918. when Mr.

Bradden bought out hi: two

planners,

Mr. and Mr». McCreary took

. mar the system four years lat-

er

 
l _ NM ..._.V-......-..__-_.--_....._.

I’m“Ed “ff at the switchboard.‘

it‘lelihone business on the whiml

girls to spare her at the switch?

That first year it had a total.

Lireary of Latta are going to call ture for .ownerS. of independ-

ent systems. But it needs

Thur10W: someone a bit younger.”

telephone system. serving partsl

and Tyendinaga'

. townships. will be taken over

Mr. and Mrs. McCreary said

they had considered installing

dial phones but felt it was too

big a project for people their

age. -

But in most other respects

the McCrearya kept up with

the times in telephone improvo-

merits.

For instance a mechanical

care of hole digging and miles

of mnlti-wire cables have been

installed to reduce line main-

tenance.

Telephone cable has its ad-

cording to the MCrearys.

The advantages are reduced

maintenance but when troubles

do come they are grossly mul-

tiplied.

SHOT Hl’l‘ CABLE

-For'instance there was the

time when a township resident

out shooting squirrels acci-

 
liday—a two,Weeks' jaunt to (lentally fired into a cable, cut-

ting telephone service for

“In all those 42 years I don’t numbers of subscribers.

"When they couldn't get

‘central they came down to en-

:quire. thinking that something

was wrong at the house," Mrs.

Mct‘reary laughed.

Originally the McCrPflYF ‘l’k

item took in the Foxboro area

but about 10 years ago the Fox-

boro exchange was sold out to

Bell.

Now the area scn'crl by the

,Mcl‘rcury line is bounded by

orkinz on the con. the Moira River on the west

and‘the Shannonville Gravel on

the east and runs from Roslin

on the north to just north of

i (‘Ul'bivillc on the south.

. [DEPRESSION TOUGH

Tuuxlwst limes for the ne-

Creary's in their telephone

operations was during the de-

pression years of the 1930‘s.

The number d sul)s<.~r1'bers

dropped from Well ‘ovcr 300 to

90: Mr. McCreary looked after

‘with revenues lower than oper-

ating costs. the asslilflm owl'-

ator was filld‘vie'd to go and Mrs.

 

auger Was purchased to take -

vantages and disadvantages, ac-l

maintenance duties alone and"

i at Latta.

McCreary looked after the

switchboard alone —— 24 hours

a day.

Mrs. McCrcary got her initia—

tion as owner-operator during

an exciting period shortly after

the line was acquired hack in

1922.

There had been a murder in

the area and police were using.

the phone all hours oi the day"

and night as the chase closed in

on the suspect.

“i didn‘t Set ncnom until it

was all over,” she said.

. Now. one of 250 independent

lick-phone systems still operat-

ing in Ontario, the McCrcary

Ihm- has its share of long dist-

unre calls which today are inor-

"ll routine.

 

STILL AINEMAN — Despite his 70" ye

turn doing line maintenance. He is seen above on pole outside “central" office

lmidnight to about 5 in the mor. ;
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Last month, 3,800 long dist-

ance ca-lls originated from Thur-

low subscribers. There were

just as many incoming long dis-

tance calls and hardly a day

goes by that someone doesn’t

call overseas, to Texas or to A]-‘

aska.

The Latin central prondcs

24-hour service but calls are

few duringlhc night shift from ‘

ningl ,

Then it starts to get; busy

and calls are frequent until

thc'afternoons. which are quiet-

er. Calling ag’ain picks up in!

the evening. slacking oftvagaini‘

just, before midnight.

"We were never sOrr) Until

we went into the telephone lids-l

 

ine'ss". Mrs. Mct‘reary said,”

 l
ars, Harry McCreary still takes his

“but we are sorry that we have

to give it up." ,

Possibly their greatcsl m-l

gret is that their son Garth

didn’t share his father‘s likingl

tor the telephone business.

He is associated with a birth

were business in Bellovillc]. ’l


