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sectarian, non-partisan organization has been kept democratic, free
from over-organization with its inevitable cost and irritating red
tape, and with easch Branch in individual and direct relationship with
the District and Department. The sound principle of the fregquent
changing of a1l officers except the Secretery, of each member taking
herturn and doing her bit in office, has been from the beginning
practised anl advocated anl with the utilization of a1l other poseible
neighborhood resources hes heen the means of uneaerthing and developing
unsuspected tslent of many kinds in a most gratifyine way. At three
widely seperated points in the province the same feeling was expressed
in the ssme year in the same way, Stoaney Creek, Wentworth county,
Whitby, Ontario County, and Kemble in Grey County.

So fine were the foundetions laid on that first meeting day
that they have been 1little changed, though the Society has invaded
Indie and has been found of untold helpin Africa as well as in the.
var ious countries of FEurope. There were six principel stones Zor
study 2nd experiment in that foundation: . Domestic Economy, Architecture,
Physidlogy, Floriculture and Horticuldure, lusic and Art and Literature,
with 211 their different links, and the Institute hes built on s1l1l the
six. It would seem that the motive behind the founding of the Institute
wes the broadening of rural life, for when the rursal woman pErtakes of
a larger life, that enrichment is imparted to the community. 5o much
for the foundation.

GROWTH -~ There is so much to say @long this line that it
would be impossible to go into it fully. I will spesk only of some
of the limes along which the Institute has made most rapid growth.

We have & basie of organization which has stood the test and
is capeble of development and eodjustment in keeping with the require-
ments of the dey. No organization responded more quickly or effectively
to wer work in 1914 thaen did the Institutes, and they stayed by it until
the end, and have alreesdy resched & stsnderd in peace times far in
advance of pre-war activities in what we may term rezular Institute
works We have from the beginning included 211 cddsses, sects and

nationalities in our membership ard have kept the local organizetion





