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A.C.W.W. Calling

Lady de Soysa, A.C.W.W. Area Vice-President, Asia,

has just been honoured for _thc Pubhc work she has been
doing for so many years in Ceylon. Her CUmn}qn-
wealth decoration is the O.B.E. (Order of the British
Empire), awarded in the January 1956 New Year's
Honours List.  Previously the Governor General of
Ceylon had awarded her the gold medal for the ‘best
social worker’ of the year, and had used these words:
“Lady de Soysa is a great wife and mother, but a greater
servant of Ceylon.” ‘A life time of social work’ was the
title of a nc\\"spnper comment which dec!aredi “Tt is a
notable event when a voluntary worker is hailed as 3
‘serv. f Ceylon’.”
Scli‘az:il;t 1(ﬁji‘iro(r:sliZy—'I'aylor is Vicc-Chairman: A..C.Vv'.\\’.
Exccutive, and has represented both the English Con-
stituent Societies — first the N._F.\}’.I. and now 'd_lc
Women's Farm & Garden Association. Members will
be glad to know she_z_has begn a_wardcd ghle C.B.E.
(Companion of the British Empire) in recognition of all
the public work she has done for so long in the county
of Lancashire.

Miss Elizabeth Christmas was Warden at Denman
W.I. College from the time it Qpcneﬂd until recently.
Many A.C.W.W. members Vvisiting 'Lng]and and the
CoIlc'gc will remember her with aﬁectlo_n and be plcaTsed
to hear that her name also appeared in the 1956 New
Year's Honours List with the award of an O.BE.

Mrs. Colman, a past treasurer for ﬁf[ec'n. years o_f
Chilham W.I., Kent, England, recently visited thr_:]_r
‘link'—Basket Range C.W.A. Branch, South }}ustmh:}.
She and her husband had been srmymg with their
married daughter in New South Wales and were on
their way back to England, CDllltilCts had bi:cn made
so that C.W.A. members met their ship when it rE:achc(l
Adelaide and drove them up to lﬂaskct .Ranqe a dlstal_mcc
of about 27 miles. into the hills, which were looking
their best and brightest with the Sprina foliage and
masses of broom. Further up, :110_n‘,gr the range of the
hills, there were orchards white with cherrv and pear
blossoms. Like Chi]ham: Baskcf Ramz_e and the sur-
rounding districts are mainly fruit growing country’,

A reception and supper had been al'rzlngt?(l, where the
English guests met almost all the Australian members
and their husbands. It was a wonderful opportunity
to discuss matters of mutual interest and to compare the
work of the respective organisations in the two
countries. Mrs, Colman received a boquet of native
flowers and a C.W.A. Badge and was asked to present
a C.W.A. sugar spoon to the Chilham W.I. on behalf of
the Basket Range C.W.A. Branch, as a souvenir of this

: )ccasion,
hll&ni;rs [Camo. of Texas, US.A.. was in B_ritain in 1952
and is grateful to the many Women’s Institute members
who helped her see something of their work. Now she
sends a most interesting account of Home Demonstra-
tion Clubs: .

“At present Texas has more than 3,000, with more
than 40,000 members enrolled in about 200 of the 248
counties. Each county bas a county home demonstra-
tion council, composed of two representatives from each
community home demonstration club. These meet

monthly to transact business county-wide in nature . . -
Then there are District organisations known as District
Home Demonstration Associations in cach of the 12
districts into which the State is divided. These grou.Psf
are composed of representatives from the community
clubs in cach county. They promote programmes of 2
district-wide nature. District groups meet once yc:ll_‘l)'-

Over the 3,000 clubs, 200 county home demonstration
councils and 12 district home demonstration associa-
tions, there is a State-wide organisation known as [_he
Texas Home Demonstration Association. Its executlve
Coml:lli[t(:(: meets several times during the year. The
“association itself, composed of delegates each represedt
Ing a specified number of club members or hom¢
demonstration clubs, meets once annually . . .

Home Dg:nonstration organisations ~ are channels
through whxcf} rural women have brought to them a
home cconomics educationg] programme prOVided by
the US. Department of Agriculture and State Land
rant - Colleges.  The Department  division whi¢

handles this vast programme is known as the Co-operd”
tive Extension
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Reprints from the Countrywoman
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Houses and Homes

"It takes a lot of living in to make a house a home—
i lot of humanity, a love of onc’s fellows . . . So we can
build a house if ‘we have the moncey, but 1t l:tk_cs time
and love to make a home.” (Countrywoman in New
South Wales). _

It is unfortunate that to-day, in practically cvery
countrv in the world it costs more to build a house (up
to modern standards) than the lower income group
family can alford, without assistance (whether to own or
rent). There are, of course, exceptions, such as a $75
house designed lately by a Filipino! It c;m‘hu built by
the settlers themselves. on virgin land. Standing on
piles of unsawn timber, to provide a cool circulation of
air underneath, it has a small annexe, standing away
from the main structure, for cooking. As the floors and
walls are of local bamboo, wit]l_zt thatched roof, the
building materials arc virtually free.

Meeting the cosl

The International  Survey  published by United
Nations in 1955 tells us that “sim‘.f: World War 11 stand-
ards for housing have risen prrrf.'c::{lm‘ijr tn rural areas,
where previously lhr:- peasant F_;ll'mly was expected  to
house 1tself as best it could, without external help or
regulation.” ‘

Most Governments, irrespective of their political or
cconomic  background, now provide some _kind of
financial help for house construction,  Their objects
are usually to increase the total supply of houses, and
to see pric&s and rents arce not I)L’_\'()I‘l(l what _thc majority
can pay, although somctimes their help is combined
with social planning. An interesting cxample is the
IFanfari plan adopted in Italy in 1949. It was mtcndcd_
to. reduce uncmplu_\rmun_t :Eml rcelieve the ‘ShOl‘lZlgt.! of
housing for workers. It is financed by special contribu-
tions from all private cmployers, from nearly (l“‘
cmployed workers, and from the State. Trts seven _\"u:n
construction target has not been 1‘c:_1.cllecl. bu_[ 1t 1§ con-
sidered that even a single ‘Fanf_:irl ho_usc in a sm_:lll
town, may serve as a model for improving l‘hC‘qllilll[}’
of local construction work. The plan indeed aimed at
introducing higher standm_‘ds and more 11}0[1{:1‘11 1(101:1'5
than previously prevailed in popular housing in Italy.

French  employers  too, since 1953, arc Obllgt..’.(l m'
invest 1 per cent of the salaries they pay, if they employ
more than 11 persons, in the building of dwellings. They
can choose between contributing to building socicties
or inter-professional housing committees, and giving
direct loans or subsidies to their employees. o)

In England and Wales clected local authorities have,
since 1945, received government suh::;ldlcs and h'f:cn
responsible for the great bulk of housing construction.
In the Netherlands too, subsidics have helped h?th local
government building schemes and private builders of

the smaller types of houses in the period since the war.
The Norwegian Government ¢ncourages cvery faumly
to own its own dwelling through cheap loans and
subsidics.

Although most building operations are initiated by
individuals in the United States, the Government is
encouraging private huilding by a national mortgage
insurance scheme, through which private building
becomes government-aided.

Government help is often most necessary in under-
developed countries, as the buildiug industr}' is not
sufficiently organised to meet a large demand for
houses.  In India it was soon found Pl:uming Commis-
sions were not enough—loans and subsidies had to be
forthcoming for all types of houses. In Burma and in
Latin America National Ilousing Departments  and
Government Agencies are authorised to produce build-
ing materials and (o promote industries allied to the
building wrade.

Lately, increasing cncouragement has been given to
housce-building by individuals or co-operatives for
private ownership and occupation in the U.S.SR. by
means of low-interest State loans, It is indeed stated
that most of the rural population of the USSR, and
astern Europe lives in private one-family houses con-
structed on local initative.

Rent controls have become strong we
hands of many governments, bhoth
social sccurity measures,

apons in the
as cmergency and
Comparative figures” show
what percentage of its income a family is likely to be
paying in the wiy of rent in a number of dﬁﬂ'crcnt
countries, izn‘guly as a result of this legislation: Ttaly
2 per cent; West Ccrm;my 10 per cent; Switzerland
about 12 per cent; Belgium 18-19 per cent; and Great
Britain 20 to 30 per cent,

A Housing Allowance helps French familics who have
to pay a sufficiently large part of their Income in ren:,
It is only available for thosc who receive family allow-
ances, and there is a similar grant payable to the aged
and infirm.  But as French r B

. ents still average no more
than 4 per cent of family

¢ ¥y expenditure, these subsidies
have not been widely claimed.

The housing laws in Greece a

VS 11 nd Turkey provide that
30 per cent of social insur

ance funds should be used to
house the insured, or to be invested in housing co-opera-
uves.  Lixtensive use of insurance, pension, social
security and labour union funds, together with housing
co-operatives, have, in fact, made it possible for m:m:'

individuals, in many different countries, to build their
own homes.
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