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THE COUNTRYWOMAN

News from Australia

New South Wales

May 7th, 1955 was a “memorable day in the history
of the Country Women’s Association of New South
Wales.” Their journal continues, "Our new Keera
House was officially opened, at Victoria Parade, Man]e)r_
Here in greater convenience and comfort, many thou-
sands of country women and chilclr&-n—and men too,
if they are husbands and fathers—will now enjoy sea-
side holidays to kecp them in }1(:;11{1} and give ‘them
greater zest for that great blessing, hfc_ on the land.”

The State President comments: “In nine months we
have opened two new Scaside Homes and one Club, as
well as started work on one new Headquarters and
Handicrafts building. All of these are the result of the
sterling service given by our members—that service
which gives without thought of reward, but which is
amply rewarded by the knowledge of a worthwhile joly
well done.”

Queensland

The Editor of the Queensland Countrywoman writes:
“It is at the great Conference of the Q.C.W.A. held
every year, that one really .rcallscs.th‘c advance and
spreflcl of the influence of this Association. Yr?ar after
year we hear of how in one far:qway community after
another, as well as in the big cities and towns, women
wearing the Q.C.W.A. badge are becoming more
numerous and their good works in the shqp-e of host{:lls,
halls, rest-rooms, libraries and other amenities are plain
for all to see and enjoy.” ‘ ,

In 1955 about sixty members of Lhc. Youngcr Sets
attended the Conference, and by their bearing and
intelligence reassured the older members that _th.c future
of the C.W.A. will be safe in their hands. It is interest-
ing to note that these girlj visited a Mig{ant Camp as
part of their programme: Many of the girls chun:n:ned
up with New Australians of their own ages and visited
homes and had a wonderful time, with many promises
of letters to be exchanged and addresses given there
and then.”

South Australia -

Items of news reported in the South Aust_ralian
Countrywoman include: A Cummonwcz}‘lth subsidy of
[2.000 for the Home for Aged People sponsm'etl and
carried out entirely by Clare mcmbcr_s”. A. suitable
building has been purchased and “will be fitted out
and maintained by the Branch”.

Seventy-five C.W.A. members helped the ‘Children’s
Holiday Scheme’ by inviting migrant children, mostly
living in hostels, to stay in their homes—"Some of the
older children have remained in the country and com-
menced work. Here is the desired resule of the scheme
—assimilation.”

The Sceretary of Postal Branch tells the story of a
member’s recent illness. When she collapsed with an
internal haemorrhage a gun hlad to be fired to attract
the nearest neighbour’s attention. A_C.VJ,A, member
who had been a nurse before her marriage, managed to
get to her on a fettler’s trike and give infcct.iops to make
the blood coagulate sufﬁcic_nl'ly for the patient to he
raken on a long, wearisome journey on another fettler’s

: o arrend
trike to a place where the Flying Doctor could .Luual
to her. Here a C.W.A. member sat up wl.tl-l herl er
night and subsequently other members visited heh

s rer her
brought her delicacies” to eat and looked after he
laundry.

Tasmania

?

An Lditorial in the Tasmanian ‘Cour1tr_',!\‘i"ﬂr‘:‘af1
reported that “from carly Spring to Autumn (1955):
Interest centred around our own Iixhibition and A8
cultural Show. Changing ycars have never lesseDEe
the delight COUIlEl‘YWOI‘ncn show in women’s handiwors:
especially the needle crafts. No longer are these the
products of gentle interest and the filling of idle hours-
Too often, work shown has been done at the end of 1008
and tiring days, but, that quict hour has brought peac

t\?[ ‘rh(l: heart‘as well as a sense of accomplishment - r
Members, l)r.mgmg their work to a Show, have put th?l
best efforts into it.

strength and b They know its weakness andrcléi
e it ¥ comparison may more czl‘sﬂy cor !
w akness and further 1ts strength During the las
E;ili‘l:ihltIOP It was most encouraging- to see bus loa s
‘mrélgséll:c‘i: bu}hungcring to see the crafts. 1o
z hettes m(msgt(: f a man stngs a better song, or ma_; 5
his home in q forfp floan his neighbour, tho’ he bmhfs
door” est, the world twill find its way to

Victoria
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Western Australia

Here too |

ad been sent to them-
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Countrywoman in

nstcrpi

R R R R R R R R e R R RN Ve T PP O TV RN T .—-—-—‘=.'=“’=""‘|

applications received fro™ |

T
394 made voluntary |

letters received ther®

he scheme and weré | ;
e anc " | rusty treasures again.

: soht- |
the news with a ligh

THE COUNTRYWOMAN

Peeps into History

When ‘Countrywoman’ readers were asked to take part
in a competition for an article telling the story of their
land, and how they and their forebears have worked it,
all the entries were very interesting. So_me however,
greatly cxceeded the length laid down in the rules!
Some told the history of their country, instead of er
story of their own farm land. But we think you will
enjoy the following extracts from articles which for one
reason or another did not qualify for the prize.

The Netherlands

“On a fine morning in spring, I was plnntmg our
potatoes, and very busy I was—the plant potatocs in my
apron, I aimed them at the holes, neatly in a row. Pop
one potato in a hole, closc the holc._ anmlller potato,
another kick—and then I see something glistening in
the soil. What can it be? A button? But no, it was a
coin, an old silver Dutch coin, and after some polishing
we saw the date of 1698. Now the castle we see from
our garden was just finished then. It was built as a
hunting castle for King William ITI who, perhaps, lost
this coin when hunting! . . .

Our second coin was foun.d near the Aasparagus beds.
The date was 1793, when crinolined ladies and peruked
gentlemen from the castle promenaded through the
lane of young red becches—a fine novelty then and
much ap'prcciated. Three of these enormous old t]_{:Ls,
still in a row, stand in our garden and show the direc-
tion of that old avenue. :

The children were rcsplonsible for.thc_th:rd find—a
gold pair of spectacles—like we sec in pictures of thcI
Biedermeyer period. An optician, very much 111tvcrcl:ftc;(
in our sp()i}s, told us that the possessor must have .cc‘n.
the Burgomaster of a century ago who bought a piece
of land from the castle and who was the original builder
of our home ... " .

The writer, J. Stam Dresselhuys, says it was always a
wonder to her that the Germans did not ﬁnd_ he_r own
pewter and antique copper which she lmd. buried in the
garden when they occupied hc-r home in the 1939-45
war. She says it was somc while after the Liberation
before she found time to polish all those spotted and

U.S.A.

“Retreat Farm lies in the centre of Baltimore County,
a section of Maryland well-known for its rolling hill-

a | sides and beautiful valleys, and as the horse country.

Until August 1953, the property had but one owner—
the Gorsuch family . ..

Religion has always been a controlling influence in
men’s lives. An outstanding example was the family
ancestor, Archbishop Sandys, 1519-1588, of York
Cathedral. Following the struggles between churches and
State, and depending upon the faith of Engl:mrl's }'ulcrs.
much of the Archbishop’s life was spent cither in the
dungeons in the Tower of London or at the Cathedral.

As a result of early explorations, it is understandable
that the Archbishop’s son, Edwin, born 1651, felt, with
other Englishmen, earnest desires to form the London

and Plymouth Companies for sending colonists over to
the new world and there making permanent settlements.
After being instrumental in securing the Charter for
the pilgrims who came over in the Mayflower, Edwin
became treasurer of the Virginia Company, and is listed
as one of the founders of Virginia . . . The Archbishop’s
great grand-daughter, Lady Anne Lovelace and the
Reverend John Gorsuch D.D. were married in 1628 and
with their children fled from the fury of the Puritans
and found refuge in Virginia. Four of their children
came up into Maryland Colony . . .

The name ‘Retreat’ came from the British invasion
in 1814 when John Gorsuch, born 1767, loaded the
family, and as many possessions as possible on carts and
sent them up the trail to his forest farm. He remained
and enlarged the housc adding a three storey stone part,
with a long upper gallery across the front. Iron bars
were in all the cellar windows, for keeping out the
panthers and wolves roaming the forest. In the huge
cellars beneath them, were stored quantitics of food for
the many attached to the old homestead . . .

Dickinson Gorsuch, 1826-1882, devoted his whole life
to agriculture. Before the Department of Agriculture
or Experimental Stations existed, he was experimenting
with farm crops, mixing his own fertilisers and develop-
ing his orchards and pure-bred cattle. The first Gun-
powder Farmer’s Club was organised at ‘Retreat’ in
1870, also the old Glencoe Grange in 1876. In 1878 he
was one of the directors of the Maryland Agricultural
Society which grew into the present Maryland State
Fair and Agricultural Society, Timonium.

The house burned in 1917 with its quaint architecture
and old ghosts and forgotten memories.”

Retreat Farm was purchased for a nursery garden
from the writer Mary Mitchell, who is the last
descendant of Dickinson Gorsuch.

New Zealand

“Our Story,” contributed by Mrs. E. R. E. Blair, “goes
back far, to the west coast of Scotland, when the Duke
of THamilton envied the Naismyth’s their beautiful
residence and secured it in the troublous Scottish times.
The family moved to l’i(linburgh and became known as
the Fathers of Scottish Painting. The dmwing of the
first stcamboar was made by the father.

As well as the loss of their home, another dreadful
occurrence was the burning of Elspeth  Naismyth
whom the populace considered a witch, as she read her
Bible with two pairs of glasses and owned a black cat
- .. Had T lived then, I'd have fared no better, because
I have a black cat, use reading glasses, and i‘f in sun
dark ones on top! The poor woman was the last to be
burnt in Scotland as a witch.

The Nnism}'th motto was ‘Non arte sed marte’. but
James Naismyth, the inventor altered it to ‘Non marte
sed arte —not war but art. This noted member of the
family invented hundreds of things, the finest being
the Safety Foundry Ladle and a Steam Hammer, In
the years to come my father’s f 4

) _ ather erected one in his
own foundry in Napier, New Zealand.”
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