The Latest Addition

danet Lee School is on Paramount Driye in

' Upper Stoney Creek and is on schedule to
- open in September 1987. It will be 2 fifteen
- room school with a guidance room and ga
| resource room. The gym, with a stage and
the library resource room will be located in the
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At present it is staffed for twelve classrooms,
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The Heritage Green area will soon be served by a new elementary ticipated enrol % %r d elgl}t, with an an-
school. On November 14, 1986, | joined Regional Chairman Bill h rolment o approximately three
undred students.

Sears, School Board Chairman Rhea Springsted, and other mem-
bers of the Board in the sod-turning ceremony for the Janet Lee

Public School.
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STONEY CREEK — A school is more than just classrooms and lock- ““This give
ers, desks and books. : wa e
A school is a feeling, a sense of community generated from the
shared experiences of the people who work and study there.
In a new school, that camaraderie takes time to develop, as the stu-
dents of Janet Lee School have discovered.
Drawn from three other schools in the area, the students of Janet
Lee were placed in an unfamiliar environment with few recognizable

faces.
“It was hard to get used to the school, we felt like we didn’t know

anybody,” said Sandra Deslandes, a grade 7 student.

But thanks to a determined effort by the administration and staff of
the Gatestone Drive school, which had its official opening last night,
things are getting better.

“We've tried to develop a sense of cohesion by having things like a
Sports Day, when all the different age groups got together and took
part in games,” said principal Barry Jackson. “And we've mixed kids
from the different schools into each class and had older and younger
students working together.”

An important piece of the puzzle, said Mr. Jackson, was to gather
together a staff that exhibited the qualities that fostered togetherness.
And being afforded the freedom to choose whomever he wanted was a

benefit.
“I wanted personality as a first quality ... the ability to get alo . Uh
with people and fo gain respect quickly,” said Mr. Jackson. “Then g : - & - §
looked at their teaching records and tried to get an even split between | | i - Cheerfu I Poiti: g
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