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NT estled cozily-among stately pines on
E@Rihge Roud, a beautiful fohite frame
house_studs as a mommuent to one of
the areas most historical families.
The Trlmd Tee House, originally
constructed in 1801, served the Tee
family for six generations and nofo
erites as a [ibing reminder of pioneer

*ummy Canada.

Whe home foas also the site for the
establishment of the first Women’s In-
stifutes i the fworld, @when Ar. and
Mrs. Telod Tee orgotized the associn-
tion in 1897

@uhztﬁ the house is ofured and main-
tained by the Federated Women's In-
stitutes of Outario, and serues as a
\ museum and histovical site.

| built in 1801,"" says June Coombs, the
- Breland Tee Home hostess. *“The front
| part of the house fuas added on in
1873."’

Whe Tee family arvived i Qanada
from Maryland n 1792, as Muited Twm-
pire Toyalists. Hsing vivgin pine from
the property, James Tee and his fuife
. Hamah constructed a simple log cabin
| an the site. Jiee used the local pine for
| nuch of the original furniture, inchiding

““@he ovigival pioneer kitchen foas -

“Homes for the holiday

Nefospapers takes a1 peek inside the vegion’s heritage homes

a seven-foot china cupboard fohich still
stands in the pioneer kitchen.

@he back portion of the frame house
fuas built in 1801 by the Tee's eldest
son John, and in 1873 the front part
of the “‘old house’’ foas abdded hy
John’s son Abram.

Trland Fee inherited the family farm
from his father Abram and subseguently
died i 1926.

of Ontario foonen and from private in-
dividuals,”” explained Mrs. CQoombs.
“A local group of the fwowen also go
out “mtiguing” for furnishings anbd other
period articles.”

@he pioneer kitchen features all the
furnishings and utensils that foould have
domiverted mr early kitchen i the 180075,

@he room features a pioneer harvest
table, Tillsonburg stove, gunstock
chairs, copper tex kettle, and various
other household ntensils and tools.

Among them is an original rolling pin,
crafted by Trlmd Tee’s cousin Hemilton
and fradifionally presented to a nefu
bride.

The parlor foas traditionally used as
the main entertaimment area for the ear-
[y Canadian family, and the Teland Tee
parlor reflects this atmosphere.

““The parlor foas a very sophisticated
room, seldom used except for guests,”’
said Mrs. Coombs.

Amony the original furnishings i the
parlor is the 100-pear-old pure fuoal
Persian carpet fohich graces the pine
foood floor.

@Whe parlor fiveplace is surroumded by
an chony teak cabinet and shelffuork,
fubich according to Mrs. Coombs @as

& quie a common practice during the time.

Huentually e family left the farm in
1964, and a recommendation foas pre-
sented to the Hederated Women's Ju-
stitutes of Antrcio to purchase the home.

@This fuas accomplished in 1972, as
the Federated Women's Institutes of
(Dntario celebrated its 75th mmiversary.

@aday the house is preserued by the
Federated Women's Institutes of On-
tario as oue of the most beautiful vin-

tage homes in Ontario and as a perma-
nent memorial of Women’s Institute
begirmings.

“@ours run throughout the vear ex-
cept Hebruary,”” said Mrs. oombs.

@he home conbrins senen rooms, com-
plete fuith period furnishings from the
19th certury — some original and some
purchased and donated from around the

province.
* MMuch of the dovated furnihure comes
feom the Federated Women’s Instihrtes

- A Sherlock- Meamiing organ from
Tondon, Ontario is sihuated at one end
af the parlor, fubich also houses cherry
fuood chairs mnd bentfoood rockers.

A foabwt centre fable, horse-hair
sofa, and love seat complete the main
furniture, as fwell as a so-called ** fubt-
not-stod’’, dubbed so because it fuas
flat md sihiated against a foall.

Some of the more heautiful articles
in the parlor mehide a 150-year-old quilt,
a fohite Mavartan vase, and a pair of
blue Ropal Doulton vases.

Wocated just off the parlor, the din-
g room features the constibutional table
fuhere the original Fedevated HWomen's
Institutes of Grbwio chavter foas signed
in 1897. A photostatic copp of the first
origival bhook of wminutes from this
historic session is on display.

Tfoo of the three bedrooms inchide
original Erland Tee furnishings, in-
cluding the bed, fwardrobe, and dresser
tn the master bedroom.

Wihile most of the guilts and coverlets
are original, the majority of the smaller
artifacts have been donated, such as
stone-fuare fuash basin sets.

Ttoo of the original coverlets reflect
the Mee family's Wapalist hevitage, as
one is adovned fuith an eagle desigy, wd
the other fuith am American capital logo.

The family wursery houses a collee-
tion of china-fuced dolls, fuhich have all
been domated. A 19th century crib and

Continued to page 3

A pioneer version of the “jolly pmper™ als sertied

as a detuchable rocking chair for mfants
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Hostess June Comubs fuelcomes guests o the gi‘i
tortm parlor of the Trlmd 'Zﬁnc Howme.

'—'\ Iﬁanzer sefring mackine situated i the 1 \
sefuing room fuas used by the fomen of the 3,
Hee household.
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imps ntique i bﬂ“}’ s but ome of the z
treasures to be foud o the Telnn e p





