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The Family and The Home
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Er]ar_1d was a prominent, public-spirited, broadminded farmer and follow-
ed his ancestors in mixed farming with purebred Jersey cattle, fancy dairy

butter, maple syrup and fruit.

Mrs. Janet Lee was a teacher also. She was chosen by the city of
Hamilton to take a special course in Toronto, to return to Hamilton to
heliassée; up a kindergarten system for the city. She retired to marry Erland
In i

In the' autumn of 1896, Erland Lee attended a meeting of the Farmers’
Experimental Union, held at the Ontario Agricultural College, Guelph
where he heard a stirring address given by Mrs. Adelaide Hoodless of
Hamilton. Inspired by her enthusiasm and impressed by her ideas, Erland
felt there was a need for a women’s organization. ,

On his invitation Mrs. Hoodless was the speaker at ies’ Ni

Salifleet Farmers’ Institute. The following WI; s pulgﬁgljezpil;iggtgﬁ at:de
Lee and his wife, Janet, travelled the roads of Saltfleet Township en-
couraging all the women to attend a meeting in Squire’s Hall, Stone
Creek, on February 19, 1897. At that meeting the first Women’s, lnstitutz,
in the world was organized.

Assisted by Senator E.D. Smith and Major F.M. Carpenter, Erland Lee
helped the women draft the original by-laws and constitution. These were
hand penned by Janet Lee sitting at the walnut dining-room table which
remains in the Lee Home and is a focal point for all visitors.

Mrs. Lee became one of the first directors of the Stoney Creek Women'’s
Institute, and it was she who suggested that the annual fee be 25 cents
per member in order that all women could join. Mrs. E.D. Smith was the

first President.

Frank (fifth generation) was the younger son of Erland and suffered from
abad heart, the aftermath of polio. However he was accepted and served
overseas in the Army Service Corps, as a Red Cross Driver in England
and later in France. When he returned from the war, Frank remained on
the farm. In 1932 he married Katharine Isobel Matheson. They had four
daughters. Frank died in 1966 and Katie in 1971.

Trland Tee (Muserm) Home

Home of the co-founder of the
first Women'’s Institute in the
world, Mr. Erland Lee, it is

owned and maintained by the

Federated Women's Institutes

of Ontario.

Hours: 10:00 a.m. - %:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday
Closed month of February
Buses book in advance

Trlod Tee (Muserm) Home

R.R. #1, Ridge Road,
Stoney Creek, Ontario
Canada. L8G 3X4
Telephone: [416] 662-2691





