Rogala’s addiction to lotteries

turned him into
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' | ore than 20 outlets i i
gore . s in the Hamilton
{ | He mtflde gg; final tion
oray on the weekend of Jan. 7 when
he dropped several thousand ziollars
at outlets from Hamilton to Oakville.
He was bei ressed

back about $ll-);un1§mgn he hago tallzg
from dozensﬂfclientstomvestma

phoney bridge financing scheme,

He did not spel] oyt exactly what
!_1e was refi ?peumvsaying only it
volved a kind of business that
doesn't keep books, "B
These revelationg left his victims

were robbeq of between -
000 and $210,000 — jn a state of
shock and disheljef.

“T would have ter sympa-
thy for him if he had blown e
money on wild women, cars
and gambling junkets o a5 V&

‘ticket junkie’

members  were  “absolutely
shocked” when they learned
about the lottery addiction.

“T'ye heard he spent as much
as $10,000 to $14,000 a week on
lotteries,” he said.

He added the Ontario Lottery
Corporation should bear some of
the blame for Mr. Rogala’s down-
fall for allowing him to buy so
many tickets.

“He couldn’t help himself. They
should make it mandatory for
ticket buyers to sign a document
if they buy more than a few hun-
dred dollars in tickets (to keep
track of them),” Mr. Kott said.

Annette Taylor, a spokesperson
for the corporation, said she was
not aware of Mr. Rogala’s prob-
lem and didn't know of any re-
search indicating people become
addicted to lotteries.

“We certainly don't encourage
people to purchase large quanti-
ties of tickets. The average play-
er ¢ 2

" Ms Taylor.

Tronically, Mr. Rogala never
got to harvest his last crop of
tickets, which was turned over to
Walter Heaton, the trustee in
bankruptcy. . ) fo

Mr. Heaton — who - as
signed a clerk to check the tick-
ets — estimates the final run will
yield about $1,000 in small Wins.

The money will be thrown into
the pot, along other assets total-
ling about $360,000, to be divided
on a pro-rated basis among the 50

| creditors.






