Seduced by lure of

By PAUL LEGALL
The Spectator

FROM ALL outward appearances,
Albin Rogala was a man of influ-
€nce and substance.

The 42-year-old real estate law-
.‘Iereemedbolmowallﬂ]eﬁght
People and have all the right con-
Dections. -

A long-standing member of the

ive Conservative party, he
had acted as legal counsel for the
Stoney Creek hydro commission

since 1981 and became president of -

the local chamber of commerce in

- November of last year.

B Victims talk: E1

He wrote a column in the Stoney
News, hosted a legal affairs
Program on community television
and was a frequent visitor at mu-
Ditipal council meetings where he
challenged the local fathers on nu-

meroyg jssues, including the loca-
tion of 3 new $9.2-million city hall.

When some political big-wig
Poppeq into town, he was usually
able to jockey his short, portly
frame o the front of the crowd and
sidle up to the visiting dignitary.

In 985, he worked on former
Conseryative boss Larry Gross-
man’ Jeadership campaign. And,
closer to home, he supported for-
mer Hamilton-Wentworth regional
chairmap Bill Sears and Lincoln
MP Shirjey Martin.

There was nothing flashy or
ostentatjpus about Stoney Creek’s

political mover. ;
mg-l'ﬁahg debating politics or dis-
?ensing Jegal advice, he was known
sglhis straight-talking, no-nonsense
e.
But degpite his public profile, no-
gl much about
Albin la’s personal life.
As fap as his co-workers knew,
he wasa pachelor and lived alone

with his elderly mother in a modest
lg:me on Sunrise Drive in Hamil-

n
He didn't appegar extravagant or
frivolous in any way. \
He leased rather than owned a
car, he seldom found time to take
holidays and he wore suits as con-
servative as his political stripes.
But for severg] Albin Ro-
gala was able tg eonceal a strange
obsession that would eventually
drive him into fipancial ruin and

public shame. f
addicted to lottery

He was
tickets.
He bought them with the blind

compulsion of 5 jmkie chasing his
next fix. a gk '

On a typica] Saturday for the
lasttwotgrpthmeyears,hemde
the rounds of ticket outlets in
Stoney Creek apd Hamilton where
he invested ]:iaind of dollars in

eve:[v]'thmg' from the 6/49 draw to
Celebration 89.m

Rising political star had lottery addiction

a quick win, Rogala chased tickets like a junkie chases a fix

He also made the occasional
Wednesday night foray into the
fickle realm of chance.

Loty Hiop, 0. of b, secee
ttery Hop, two of hi |
stops, he ususally handed the clerk
an envelope with $400 for 6/49
Quick Pik and Lottario tickets and -
told her to re-invest any previous -

At g: Lottery Hop, located at -
Jackson Square, the clerks:
assumed he was buying tickets for *
a group. Y : ;

“He was always business-like. I .

. got to know him so well he'd just -

say ‘the usual’ He'd hand me the
envelope and leave to wander
the mall while I got the |
tickets” a female clerk ed. g
“He once told me that he won .
$5,000 (as well as smaller amounts) -

as of a group,” she added.

olice estimate he bought about .
EOOOOO worth of tickets from

éontinue,q on A2 A





