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The members ofan English village Women's Institute, aged 45-66 hoped to raise S7 finn fleukemta research wUh their own full-moniy charity^alendar. Th^ raVed $79^ 000
WARIU'N IIOGI:

New York Time."; Service
Eylsto/ie,England

wouJd liardly occur to.some-
>ne looking for exliibitionisJs to
onie to tlie Yorksliire Dales vil-
of l^ylstone, a picture-perfect
ctid.n_of cottages and a duck
' oij^^road between Skiplon
^etiip^a.
ich less would someone seek
I out among tlie sisterhood of
Women's Institute, a whole-
; rural service organization
m for "jam and Jerusalem" —
lonie-botiled preserves from
sh countiy kitcliens and the
poem enshrining "Rngland's
and pJeasanl hmd."
it provoked some wide-eyed

!st wlien word went forlii from
astoral place (hat 11.members
•Kylslorie and DistrictChapter
:Women's Institute, ages 45 to
ad decided to substitute the
images of watery sunsets and
1 paths bursting with buttcr-
jn their annual calendar with
es ^^(liemselves with no
S01^^
what proved even more sur-

•j than the event was the re-
2 to it.
women had come up with

tention-getling notion as a
f raising money for leukemia
-h a mission that took on a
ml urgency after the husband
of liieir members died of the

They hoped that by the
lie of tiieir campaJgn. sales oi
2 calendar might reacli
It readied $790,OtW-

nn her unexpected reaction
ie St, f 'httereet and taale^finol'tliegaragenneeliamc ,
hought forth thousands of ,

' raw middlo-age women (
' cjpi-enity and confi- •viliage woiTitm had re- I

"'ll'eir own flagghtg self- I
re in onf50.s. and it doesn't c

bother us, and that seemed to come
across, said Tricia Slewait, co-
owner witii her husband of a med-
ical-soUware firm. Sire introduces

0 herselflliese daysas Miss October.
Just to say, how absolutely

1 bloody mai-velous!" wrote a Bristol
< woman in her mid-40s. "I have no
1 intention of reaching my 50s, 60s,

70s or mure and lying down for the
^ rest of my life, and I know tliat a lot
f of other women out there need to

see tliat they aren't expected to ei-
I thcr."

A letter from Liverpool said, "It
1 iTicikes'us oldies feel better about
: ourselves —quite uplifted, in fact."
' Aman from the Orkney Islands in

norlher n .Sr-ofl.'md sfi/d die cnlcndnr
had enabled him to convince his
47-yeai-oId wife that a recent mas
tectomy didn't make her "any less
desirable." And another man
exulted, "How wonderful to see real
women instead of stick insects with
pouty lips and pipe cleaners for
legs."

Tire women, who call their fund- '
raising effort the Calendar Girl
Campaign, have seen tireir own
daily calendars fill up with events
ranging from agriculture and
amusement fairs to network televi
sion interviews to, the annual
Woman of the Year dinner in Lon
don and modeling appearances on
the catwalks of fail fashion week.
Like fill successful enterprises, they
started a vVeb site
(www.daeliiet.net/iyIslonewi/).

Uoyal courtiers in London, hear
ing the women were in town, in
vited them to BiJckingiiani Palace
to hand-deliver calendars for tlie
Q.ueeii and the Queen Mother to a
gold-braided eqiieri-y. "A really
dishy young chap," confided An- "1
gela Baker, 54 (Miss February). |

But none of.itseems tohavegone f
to their heads. Wlicn Matthew c
Freud, great-grandson of Siginund t
Freud, who la the moment's hottest s
celebrity public-relations man in 11

le London, invited them in to discuss
)- corporate sponsorship, ihey glee-
1- fully told him tiicy iiaci never heard
IS of him.^ "The whole time," Ms.

Baker said, "I thoughthis name was
y Floyd."
)1 They also won't bedoing anotiier
0 • calendar. "We couldn't repeat the
>. success, and we'd lose the novelty,"g said Moyra Livesey (Miss May), a

51-year-o!d nursing-home man-
3 ager-Ihe women first thought up their

daring venture in 1997, a lime, they
j said, before any of them had heard
^ about The Full Manly, the lilt fiiin

about a group of men who bare it
^ all in nearby Sheffield. "We partly
^ did it out ofdevilment," said Lynda

Logcui (Miss July), a 56-year-oid.
painter. "But the top and bottom of

• It was that we were so shocked by
' John's death tiiat we would Jiave
[ done anytJiing to draw attention to

the tragedy of his illness." Joiiri
Baker, 54, a national park officer in
(he Yorksliire Dales, died in July
1999, only five montiis after falling

Their plan was to have Ms. Log
ans husband, Terry, a former pro
fessional photographer, set up the
shot, tJien duck into a side room

, wlille she snapped Ihe shutter. But
on the day of the shoot itself, the
women overcame their inhibilions
witii generous amounts of red wine
and let Mr.Logan, 61, go alieadand
do the whole Job himself. "We're all
great friends, so there was no em
barrassment," Ms. Livesey said. "In
fact, watciiing each ptiier covering
ourselves strategically witii sieves , '
and plants and apple presses and '
the like was tremendous fun.", ^

The women mainlain their Wom
en's Institute image by wearing ''

-pearJs in all the shots. The pictures t
are in black and white, except for
the presence of a bright yellow sun- «
flower in every frame, a symbol lliat It
commemorates John Baker, who b
busied himself planting sunflower b
seeds during his illness but didn't
live to see them bloom. w

ss Thecalendars werea hit from tlie
e- moment tiiey were published in
iti April, and no objections canie even
S- from quarters tlie women were

wai7 of. Their husbands and cliil-
dreii all applauded their initiative,
and the chairman of tlie parish

,coLincil said only, "Well, I've seen
' more than tliat over the garden

fence."

Reporters from the London tab-
loi.ds who showed up with money
to pass out for gossip found no one
to spend it on. A television inter-

^ viewer, frustrated that not even the
it local cliurchman had a bad word to
ly say about the appearance of strip-
)9 pers injiis flock, said, "So will it be

A'tcthooisi niinistei's posing tiifs
)[ way next?"
y No, the Rev. Keith Flapper re-
e sponded. "They'll pay us to keep
j our clothes on."
i The urge to bare all lias now
1 spread to otiier organizations
' around England, niany with causes
[ of the same tiaditionaJ bent as the

Women's Institute. Those stripping
for charity have included Country
side Alliance chapters, pro-hunting
groups, sports clubs, farmers from
Devon, chefs in Suffolk, a Royal Air '
Force pilot team, a fire brigade in
suburban Manchester and the Sir
Watkj'ns WiJliams-WyniTs Hunt in
Chesliire which Pcince Charles has
oRen ridden With. .

With ail this •shedding of crirkpi
wiiites and jodhpurs going on
across Britain, the only^e^Lt^S
momenj o embarrassment oc •
curred in the countryside om.m"
Frees Higher ileath in Shropshire

David Higham, 41, an editnr f
hunt-supporters' magazine
being pJiotographed asiHH
moumain bike driving f^
across a stream with hi '
low against the handle
boumu, clad only in1 m his
bricL held high i„ bikini

Seeing a passim. .7
waved. ^




