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" During the holday scason tae 1s-
lands and ‘the shores of the lakes
zad rivers ‘become the
-homes of’ many Kingston famiifes
and 1t may be of Interest to them
to hear sumeching of the men and
women wio carved lasling homes
for themselyes out of the virgin for-
est, wWhose days were full of tetf,
|who  travelled in fat-bottomed
batteaux, or Indlan birch bark can-
ved, where today, the salling yucht
spreads white wings to the breeze or
the motor boat dashes along at
thirty miles an hour, The smootn
roads on which the descendants ot
the men who blazed tralls through
the forest, drive high-powered cars
were less than g century ago, rough
corduroy tracks on which the fam-
ily- necessilles where drawn by oxen
or’ 6trong horses. ~ From storles
told by our elders and from family
records, we have gleaned the intor-|
.mation of the nelghborbood in early
days which wil] be published during
the remaining woeks of_the camping
goasan, . ' .

About twelve miles to the west
of Kingston, at tho ‘entrance to the
Bay of Quinte, lles Amberst Island,|
} which for many &ears’.has been a

favorite haunt for family parties
from Kingston and Napanee. Stelln,
the pretty little villago opposite|

stella Point, where summer cotlages
neostle among the trees, has an An-
glican and g Methodlst church, a
post office and some comfortable
homes. . Emerald, the village at the
western end of the Island, has o
jate years, haqd It's share ot summer
visitors. Amheyst Island has a ro-
mantic history,.- It. wag called the
jsle of Tantl py the Indlans and:the
story is told oz the chlef who came
to Sir John Johneon, saying he had
dreamed Sir Jonn had glven uzn'tnel:
horse he rode which had aroused
bls envy;” “It will be yours,” said
Sir John, ‘'when My dream that the
Isle of Tantl {g mine, comes true.”-
The chief, whose desire to possess
he/bonutl!ul stecd was great, gave
the island to 8ir John. . Later in
.the good old aays when a fortune
‘was lost or won on a throw of the
(lce, the’ lovely wooded Island.in
Lake Qntarip ‘was wagered ,in g
London club and Won by Lord Mount
Casliel, an. Irish nobleman, and by
his marriage to Lord Mount Cashel's’
nelce, it becamo the property of the
‘1ate Robert Perceval-Maxwell,. - of
Finnebrogue, Ireland. :
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- W, H. Moutray, his nephew, acts
as the agent for.this parfi of the
large estate. -“Farbam,” the beauti-
ful old home with grounds, saeaed
with tall trees, running-to tme wul-
er's- edge, s ‘the home of Mr. and
Mra Moutray and their family and’
mere true Irlsh hospltality is dispens-
ed. The oldest part ot the house
was bullt in the early fortles and
the story is told that the sapacious
rooms were designed for a ballroom
tor Lord Mount Cashel to enteriain
{n, when he came (o tiis far-Away

corner of his estate,”” He would have5
lhed & merry party if he had come,.

for In those days Amherst Island was
the home of a number of retired
army 'officers and “their families and
on the shore near Bath were the
Fairfields, the Radcliffes and other
tamilles noted for keeping open
bouse and giving the hest of .re-
freshment to \an and.bewu. S
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{member of the O. I, C, A. n 1880,¢
| “rhe Cedara” where somo o0f tie
| members of his family still live, is
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ono of'these hard« pioneors con-
celved tho idea of bLnilding & house
ot clay, which stande ~Lill on a point
just above Stella. It is a curious.
relic of the old days and i3 still in,
good repair and used as a dwelling
house. For many years Amherst
Igland was the home ot a disting-;

ulshed English artist, wio came to:;

what ‘'was then considered the wllds:
of Canada, to paint his meautiful}
plctures in the solltude of the new
world, far from tag citles of mcn.:
Daniel Fowler's plctures may be!
seen in the Natlonal Gallery at Ot-
tawa and in “The Grange,” Toron-
to. He recolved a diploma medal In:
.the Colonial and Indian Exhibitlon
jn 1886 and was elected a chartered

a charming home full of objects of
Two dear old houses ahout a
mile enst of Stella are the property
of the Pattereon'and the Preston:

| tamilies who are among, the_.oldest,

sottlers on the §sland,
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