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In the sumin (I 1 th
yOsE Off1e Wil Cure ind it
lnrlu‘w ecessary to lormally
pame the comnnunt el
up until this dme had |
known as the Watchorn I
lement,

Alex MeNetl, M, P'. atthat
Ll jgrer ted 1o CGhas, Wat
chorn that the post olhice and
urrounding community b
named Watchorn atrer hin
bt r. Watchorm wouldn't
agree 1o this, Instead, suggest
ed the namie Purple ley.
[lic color purple was sugg est
ed to liim by a degree o Fthian
name in the Oran e
While the conmmunity i 1
A valley in the tru I |
the word, Mr. Watchor p
lerr ird it a el
beca s [ th Heession
flats thar traverse it north
gdast L Wwth =y 4

I'he butldings were all bu
it ol lops except lor one Ira
me house which suill stand
today, The post office wag in
this house which was owned
hy Mr, and Mrs, Charbonneau,
Mrs. Charbonnean  started i

first procery store here,, her
original capital being one
Vhandred dollars, Mr, € harbon-
neau dicd of a heartsattacl
m 159 ts. Charbonnean
larer maazried b
Mdlidan and ey erected the

e and dwelling in {115 pro
f an i L

lalcolin M

sent site,
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mMr. and Mrs.C.H ., Gilbert F

ey

bought the store from Mrs.
Gilbert's grandmeother and in
the year 1962 had the distinc- |
don of having operated a 1
country general store conanu- |
Jil'.i:, (or 50 years.

Grey elm, roc k elm and
vasswood were considered the
nost valuable timber in the
late 1800's and early 1900,
Although there were everal
awmills only two at a time

perated, John Henry Watch-

rn operated the firgt sawmill, |
John Ashcroft operated a saw -
mill for 15 years on lot 26
Con, 12, then operated a

broom handle factory for 3or

] . . Hambly and
L-f.n Wright built their saw-
mills below the bluff on what |
is now known as Mallory
Beach, Win, Hambly had
wooden ladders built up the
side of the bluff for golng 1o
and from his mill, These lad-
ders are unsafe today,

John Wright had a log sli-
de built to shoot the logs
down over the bluff o the
mill. Unfortunately many lug;‘.
were split or damaged from

v much fore B I'hit team
botler that ran this mill print
ed the first "Globi Mail
in Taronw before T-.il.‘.'."ri;"lll
hought it,
storles are told of
experiences at the bottom of
the 10th Con, known then as
Pruder's Dump where the
bluff is not as high, THe logs

were taken down with team
ind sleighs 1o the water below,
Most of these logs were rafted
to Owen Sound and Wiarton
from thi mills,

I'He community of Purple
Valley had at one tme three
church "-'T||- Mathodist Ch-
urch, later the United Chureh,
L, Thomas Anglican Church
and the Bapuist Church,

I'he Methodist and Anglic -
ans test held services Ill‘lill'
school, As the congregation
thi
a4 new ‘r"..n| ol wWor 'I\|1 wis
About the

grew, Methodists decided

needi \l, vear 1885

the Oxenden Mthodists, having '
buildt a new church, sold their
old one |\'I‘|L]'!'I‘. Valley, This I
building was sawed into three ‘
sccons and hauled agross the
lce on ( -']Ehl',"'.'- Bay and erect- \I
ed on the site where it now |
stands,

I'he Anglican Church was
first built at what was then
known as Bell's Corners in
1888 and later in 1905 moved
to the central location beside
the United Church, Some of
the Ministers resided in Lion's
Head and made the tip by
horse and buggy, In 1959 wnis
church was closed and the
building sold to Purple Valley
Wil ;
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On the 1Z2th Concession at
the 20th sideroad corneg some-
time in the 1890's a Baptist
Chwrch was built, Rev, T.C,
Robinson was their pastor for
several years, but the distruc-
tion of the church by fire and
many of the members having
moved away proved too heavy
a blow 1o the weakened cong-
regation,

\t the upper or northern end
of the I:[E line, settlers began
taking ug Crown lands in the
early 1870's, Some of these
were the Mclvor, Holler, For-
bes, Caveney and Duncan
families. Tl’my were followed
by Scales, MclLean, Birtorf
| and Urbshott farnilies, as well
any others,

s settlement had a post
office early and received its

Mvs, doek Uvbshot!
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name, Melvor, from the first
postimaster, John Mclvor., He
also operated a store at his
home for a time,

I'he Melvor farm was enlarg-
cd to 600 acres and known as
the Albemarle stock farm.,
John Melvor was an enterpris-
ing citizen and early saw the
necessity of stock Improve-
ment and imported many pure
bred antmals in cattle, sheep
ind swine, He was early in
planting substantial orchards
ind was one of the largest
maple products producer on
the peninsula, having a mod-
ern sugar house and appliances
which included two large ev-
aporators, He frequently
1_|[‘|E-w"! 1000 trees,

During constructon and
clearing nme, It was not un-
comimon to see workmen
numbering 20 w 30 around the
Mclyvor board, On speclal
pceasions such as barn raisings
or logging bees, Piper Currie
of Cape Chin, McLaren's Pipe
af Wiarton, or other
special musie would be pro-
vided.

A sawmilll also operated on
this place for a while, In
1901 the present substantial
residence was built,

I'he Hrst schooal was held in
a log house on the farm of
Andrew Holler. After a short

time it was decided to pur-
chase an acre of land on Lot
15 Concession i'.', |':“l", where
a lrtle red school house was
built in 1881, Inside were
enough double seats to accom-
maodate about 40 pupils, 1In
1901 a brick school was bullr
on this same lot, The school
served this community for
church, Sunday School, dances
and box sodlals,

fhe anendance over the
years dropped tw 4 pupils by
1949 when the school was
closed and arrangements made
[or the children to go to Purple
Valley School, I 1963 this
srlum‘ was sold and made intw
a hume.

The 15th sideroad was put
through in 1891,

The Oak Flats, as it was
known before it was all imb-
ered, quite often flood in the
spring of the year covering
sorne 15 acres making the
road between the two commun-
ities impassable for up o 2
4 weeks,

One year in the early 1900°s
the flats flooded early, then
froze over, The children of
the community had a gala
tme sleigh r qu down the
hill and ever so far out on the
ice.

Agriculture has alwaﬁu been
the chief industry of these two
communities and still is for
the majority of the few fam-
ilies left, Wayne Ward oper-
ates an implement business
and William Hepburn operates
the only sawmilf.
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