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But he worked on the Ca-
nadian Pacific Railway from
| 1925 to 1932 at various jobs .
.. "So let them figure it out
{or themselves," he said.
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~ Firemen, MuScles bulging,
worked steady feeding the
gni] engines with shovel
|afte ovel of coal. But engi-
neers had the power to either
'shorten or lengthen the stroke

of the valve motion. That in
turn governed the flow of
steam to the cylinders, and of
course the amount of coal
'needed.
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said,
Bennett's had his share of
railway experience, having

worked as a timekeeper, a
breakman and finally in the
round house.

The roundhouse was where
the trains were kept alive be-
fore' taking off for their next
run, "If you didn't keep them
under steam, they died," he
said. And it would take a

\Jam locomotive No. 1247 in Elgin Bennett's co

[ few hours-to bring-them baek-

|| to hfe

' Bennett’s father worked the

. railway all his life, So Ben-
nett guessed the railway is in
his blood.

He left the railway during
the depression because he
didn't seem much future in
the business. "They were cut-

| ting back all the time," he
sai

And he never could muster
up the same interest in trains

1lection

1247, 4-6-0 modsl, built by
the late Hugh Slpes of ‘Ben
| Allen, was put together be-

' tween 1933 and 1947.

Bennett said he's quit col-
lecting bits and pieces of rail-

way history.

They take a lot of lookin
\ after, And besides, he sai
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And nobody wants to part

——oance.the.diesel taok-aver.
“Steam 15 something that is
living, They're temperamen-
tal. There aren't any two
alike," he said with affection.
Besides his wide array of
train accessories, Bennett has
a few old train models.
Outside in his garage is
kept a Great Western English
train model with a left hand

drive. He's not sure of its
age.
But his Canadian Pacific
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