The Sun Times, Owen Sound, Sat., Aug. 29, 1987 W3

Carver’s works sought

By TERRY WEBER
Sun Times Stafi

ERMORY Wilmer Nad-
fhwon gemembers the day he
threw away his watch

20 vears ago Nadjlwon
ald yogdbye to life in logging

vnps @nd became the Indian
| 1 ]

| ¥ the 67-year-old Cape
Croker ‘Reserve rtesldent spends
his doys shulllm.: wood inta sta
tues ho describos os “stylized na
ture” sl selling his wares out of

sl jplywood hut on Highway
b just outside Tobermory

Waorkipg from a picture in his
houd, Nadjiwon sald he threw
away hig walch and lunch
sat dowm and went into bhusiness
for hinsslf
The watch was the
whned
Standipg amid o collection of

inps ranging from a finely po
hod likenoss of o humming bird
n flight to a rough stalue dapict
Ing an Indian legend of o man
and o wolf-like croature locked in
battle, he said “I don't care what
time it 15"

But originally the job came up

out ol nocessity
I ——— e

}III\

lnst one he

Features

"I was hungry,” he sald, adding
he needed a way to put food on
the table.

The first sale came when a
carving he'd done, modelled alter
his son, was sent to Ottawa aund
sold for $15

‘I thought it
laughad

wus great.,” he

Now Nadjiwon's work s sought
after by the parade of tourists
through his tiny outlet a8 well as
collectors across the country, A
small, unassuming sign nailed to
a trae directs includ-
o the

Lustomers,
ing many return visitors,
shop

Nadjiwon made
the trek from the Bruce Peninsula
all the way to Vancouver to toke
part in Expo 86

Last summer,

The craftsman spent nine days.

on the site representing Indian
from Ontario. The
outcome of the expedition, called
"The Dancer,” still stands in Nad-
Iwon's homae

When the inspiration for a
piece hits, usually while Nadjiw-
on is relaxing or getting ready for
bed, he draws a rough sketch of it

and then mulls it over in his

wood carvers

sts and collectors

head for a few weeks to di
the best way to approach the
ject,

is usually hard wood. D
fingers and intricate anime
alike are shaped by chisel.

taught, Nadjiwon attributes
yoars working in the forest g
down trees with teachi
about wood.

To make a sculpture
grain of the wood has to C
sidered before any of the
sculpting takes place. '3

“You can only cut it in &
directions. You may want &%
to hold a knife a certain wi
if the grain isn't right yo
do it,"" he said.

The main concern for
an carver is making sure
is passed on to future genera

Nadjiwon said he hopes &
a class this winter on the s
to teach people how to |
wood. ¥

The program, he sa.id
help alleviate unemploy
while teaching a mnrkela [
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