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By MARY ANN LUMILEY

That a man had much to
do with the founding of the
Women's Institute has been,
until recently, a little recog-
nized fact. But in this, the
seventy-fifth year of the WI's
being, it seems only right that
Erland Lee be given credit
for his viewpoint and forward
thinking in encouraging Ade-
laide Hoodless to speak to a
meeting of wives of Farmer's
Institute members.

Mr. Lee had heard Mrs.
Hoodless speak on the need
for instruction in sewing and
the domestic skills at a meet-
ing of the Experimental Union
when he was a student at the
Ontario Agricultural College
and her talk made such an
impression on him that he
asked her to repeat it.

She made her point so well
that ‘“‘even the hard-boiled
men' were convinced. Mrs.
Hoodless suggested an organ-
ization for women similar to
that formed for the men and
thirty-five of the women pre-
sent at the meeting said they
would attend the inaugural
gathering.

- - -

During the week that follow-
ed, Mr. and Mrs. Erland Lee
were busy people, They visited
many homes in the district,
endeavouring to arouse the
interest of the women and
persuading them fto attend
the meeting, Their efforts |
bore fruit, for when Mrs,
Hoodless arrived at Squire’s
Hall, Stoney Creek, on the
evening of February 19, 1897,
she found awaiting her there
one hundred and one women
and one man. Needless to say,
that man was Mr. Lee who
acted as chairman for the
evening.

The address which Mrs.
Hoodless gave was practical
as well as inspirational, She
pointed out that if the men
felt the need of an organiza-
tion, and it enabled them to
graw better crops and produce
better livestock, then an insti-
tute for the women would be
equally belpfu] in their work.

Indeed, she declared, # was
much more necessary, since
women's work, homecraft and
mothereraft was much more
important than thgt of the
men, since it concerned the
home and care of the loved
ones who lived in it.

The women atlending real-
ized the importance and re-
sponsibility of their duty as
homemakers. They decided
to organize, and shortly after-
word, the original name,
which was lengthy and tedi-
ous, was changed .to the!

Women's Institute of
Township and later to Sfoney
Creek Women's Instituté@'when

others were organized in the |
township.

b
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. and practical in their ideas,
Looking over the first
book of the mother bw’
this statement is : In
order that we may carry out
to befter advantage the objects
for which the institute was
organized, we shall divide
them into six divisions or
classes, as follows: (1) Dom.-
estic economy; (2) Architec-
ture, with special reference to
heat, light, sanitation ven-
gxlaﬁ%n: (i!) Health, mgac-
ing physiology, hygiefte, calis-
thenties and music; (4) Flori-
culture and horticulture; (5)
Music and art; (6) Literature,
education, sociology and legis-
lation, .

It is highly significant to
note how closely these six div-
isions correspond fo the stand-
ing committees of the Wom-
en’s Institutes of today, be-
cause that indicates how well
gpe poneers built the founda-~

on.
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The founding of the Wom-
en's Institute took place in
the Erland Lee home. On their
walnut dining table, the con-
stitution and bylaws of the
Women’s Institute were writ-
ten by Mrs. Lee in her own
handwriting and were sent to
Toronto. This elastic constitu-
tion provided for the develop-
ment of this society into an
organization of world-wide
proportions reflecting the abil-
ity, wisdom and vision of
those responsible for its fram-

ing.
All his life (he died in 1928)
Mr. Lee was consulted by
officers of the Wom.en's Insti-
tute, and many of his ideas
and plans were carried out,
He never made any effort to
have his work acknowledged,
but Mrs. Lee always felt that
it should be known that with-
out him and his untiring ef-
forts, there never would have
been the Women's Institute.
Afler gaveniy-five yaars, can
we picture ‘he world without
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