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The Indian bark canpce was
most adequate
transportation

primitive man. For itwo cent-

Linelrk, earrying
vast wilderness
eastern seabcard.

miles to rour

ten feet long and seven feet
wide, with four heavy flanged
wheels. A =steel turnable was

meounted eon this frame Tt ae-
volved 1like a merry-go=-1round
when empbty. An dron. pln locked

it in place. Two rows of steel
rollers, set in bearings on fthe
turn table carried rthe load, two
bunches of lumber.

Big loiry herses were lighter
and faster than car herses. They
spent the day between ithe rails
and soon became sure focted
arcund frogs and @ switches;
learned to switch smantly from
end to end of the 1oy, or
squeeze between lerry and lum-
ber piles to reverse direction.
They travelled over twenty mi-
les daily, rain or shine,

A brakeman rede a leng hard-
weed pele extending in the rear.
The brakeman’ c¢hanged ends
wah the lteam. He was younz,
aclive and a sprinter, for he had
to sput ahead of a  tretting
team' to threw switches.

A simple yet ingenicus hook
up was devised for lorry horses.
The eavy awkward whiffle
(rees and pole wwere discarded.
An evener, a Seven foot hard-
weizd piece, one dinch thick saixd
six inches wide, tapered alb the
ends to acecmmcedate end irons
and a hock, teok the draught,
at the thick centre portion a
pulley was attached with a re-
volving chhain. Heel chains from
shert hip-length  traces were
drcpped over the hcoks at the
end of the evener and to the
revelving chain in the centre,
This was light and convenient
fer shunting, bub neither horses
ner teamifter had any control of
the lead. The brakeman was in
charge,

The output from two mills
reached a 325 ft. deng sorting
table - a massive bed of wooden
1cllers. Here the Ilumber was
scrted and stacked in  high
bunches, the width of the roll-
ers, ready to be transferred to
the piling grounds. A ‘track
frented the table. Twelve teams
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kept that table clear, It was
bustling place at leading tim
An expert lorry man was skille
He cculd step his team at ikl
precise spot cpposite the bunc
es o be loaded. The braken:

pulled the pin and swung t
table. Lomy and table uolle
must be in lne, if mot, Atk
brakeman rescrted e the criow
bar to pinch the wheels and lin
them up. The teamster swun
off, a tableman jumped to th
ground, picked up the end ‘of
cable and hauled it aver (th
lorry, between the two bunche
o be loaded, placed a hardweo
bar ithrough a locp in the eca.
ble and held the bar cn the
end of the bunches. The team-
ster hocked his evener 'on thi
other end of the cable and fhe
two bunches wrolled into place
on the lerry. A reckless [team-
ster with fiery ‘horses | often
pulled the lead over the rollers
onto the greound, kanting the
lorry, scattering ithe lcad and
blocking traffic. Giumbling ta-
blemen then had a mess 1o
clean up.

A steel crank con a reller
shaft lccked the lead. The takhile
was fturned and the pin driven
heme; the teamster hecked eon,
crawled atop /the higlh lead,
while ithe team serambled and
clawed cn that plank platferm
to get (the lead moving., The
brakeman trailed behind cor
rode the side of the load on up-
grades.

Tracks switched penpendicu-
larly from the table thrcugh
two hundred acres of piling
grcunds cn both sides of High-
way 17. Two tracks crossed the
highway just west of the Hydro
Office into a Scuth Yard. Ane-
ther used by big car men crossed
east of the bridge, A round trip
was over two miles. There were
twenty-five miles of track in
‘that lumber yard.

Spring floods and . winter
frosts played heb sith tracks.
Despite @& gang of trackmen,
rails sprung, switches jammed,
unions opened and lorries rock-
ed, bumped and swayed, shift-
ing loads and splitting bunches
from itop to bobttom. A split
bunch was a hazard for lerry-
men and pilers.



