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Of Warsaw In

| By NICK NICKELS
Buck in th~ earliest duys of 11
history of this county avi anly &=.x
Years after the first wtiempted
| settlement of the prése:st (utw of

Peterborough, 1,050 scl | Britr
i immigranls fron the o, ui'y ‘:II
Wiltshir~  England, br-v:d the|

hardships of safling ship (1t wii=
derness travel to make ne s woni
in the newl-surveyed T'o%insiip
of Dummer ' in Upper lanmia
Most of thet financed {oofr nvm |
passage and tettlem~nt, 1=\ cept for
150 who wiie spousorvd 5y the
"Marquis of °ith ard a reniaining
100 persons who ¢am 'uder the
British Government «lonizing
scheme of that period.
Survey Township

Much ground werk apnd enfer-
prising foresight t.ok nlice be-
fore such large nurgbers could be
brought into the wildernt . Rich-
ard Birdsall surveye’ the town-
" ghip in 1823 and the l'on Zuocheus |
Burnham of Cobourg ~hisc a saw |
and grist mill site at 2 .,.--:m'r:irl
spot on Squaknagossip;! /' eek
(Indian River) which wos . be- |
come the nucles of the prosent |
village of Warsaw. It was krowu
in those days as Dummer Ml
gllnte And Buraham

The mnames «f Chonte ind
Burnham are synonynwus yith
the earllest brginnings \f Wa(saw
but their first joint en'ccorite in
Upper Canada was murh earliei.
W They were both “Late Loya lst”
! stock from the state o. New
Hampshire and they fe't out the
possibility of Canadiah  sotlie-
ment as far back as ) % in a
farm clearing venture n Went-
worth County negar the present
site of Glanford. During their [irst
two years, they travelled on foot
from their New England homes
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Pioneer Days

to clear the bush and plant crops,
returning again jin the fall to har-
vet them, As their project got
lurger, friends accompanied them
& d they used ox wagons to carry

men, and the case was {inally

w3 much poorer than that being
dropped. A few patriots enlisted

and - bagpage. Not
even the sciurge of soee!lpox pro- |
vented ther from finiihing “beir
long journ: s nor did Le m oty |
Niagaia Y'.ver. They ticd a -/'out
timbar to » flat-botlym scow and

|the j rotruding ends to (he hoins | s.inties covered with the tradi-

of an oxen on each side ind their |
forced swimming propelle! tie
scow from side to.side. L

Elected To Assembly

H:re the history of these Lo
pioneers becomes ohsouc for .J|
while, but there are stories told
of Burnham reaching Cubour:!
with four shillingn i his pock
with which he purchased an a.»
He picked a spot on tae fertid
bench lands of Ontario just wei.
o* Cobourg, and app: 'ently by
wit ard brawn thvive+ m ightily,
Focause he beecan e a me ~bc* of
e Legislative Assenbly of Up-
per Canada in a fevs yea.: vime.
It Was during this p:riod tiat ne
decided on the millsie ¢ theiln-
dian River, and affer building 't

setled by the neighbouring Irish
immigrants in Douro, and being
wilhout oxen or horses for many
vefrs, land had to be cleared by’
h-1d-logging. Their earlier homes
yv/4e no better than one-room

for service ém the Boer War, abou:
25 joined up for World War [, and
15 men for World War IL

Not Enough Power

At the time of the Mackenzie
Rebellion, Zacheus Burnham
found that his water mill was
not getting enough power to oper-
ate it efficiently. He theorizec

tichal split basswood shakes with
sugar holes for windows.

Directs Project

Capt. Rubidge directed their |
project with untiring efforts from |
the beginning, and in a very busi-
piss-like manner. He had guides
canduet advance partles to each

that if more water was let into
Indian River {rom its source thal
his troubles would be overcome.
At Gilchrist Bay, on Stoney L: ke
about a quarter of a mile of rec

lication and tickets were issued
t, heads of families and their
irown-up sons for 100-acre lots.
(londitions of settlement stated
rat 1 shilling per acre was to be
jaid each year for 4 years, and
i} the end of 8 years, a payment
,} £80 gave the settler his title.

i call To Arms

'During the back-breaking chore —
qi settlement came the calls to % ¥ TR

granite stemmed the {low ol

would blast a channel

put Thomas Iartwell, . W itshire
miller, in charge of the mill op=

eration. After Narlwell's death,

Thomas Choate entered the pic-
wure and took over the mi’i. He
und his descendents headed busi-
ness and cultural enteprise in
the village for almost a century.
He established the first post-of-
fice which was opened at the
same time the postal service was
inaugurated in Chicage, and it re-
mained in family custody for 100
years.

Boon To Village

The grist mill in the village
was a hoon to the struggling col-
onists in the township. The land

mrms against William Lyon Mac-
kenzie and his party of rebels.
settler Ensign Robert Wigmore |
| younded up five other officers
and 35 private volunteers to train
#s militiamen. In the spring of
| 1837 they gathered in the village,
and during a heavy snowstorm
|bivouacked in the old stone grist
| mill. They marched to Port Hope,
to find they were net required.

ond returned within a few days. RN | Dummer

Early in June they were ordered | = SRR SRR | v-orld. His ;(t)owr?::inr:.a h‘:h k¢ if
|to. Toronto, and returned again T s ) buggy doctor are experd Bpeshogh
without seeing service, Volumes = = =0 pic 111 "’1“:8?*! lI:

water into the river and Waite
Lake. Thomas Choate, who un- hresent time.
dertook the job, decided that he horse and buggy, the allied
through bf carcvlage and
the rock and make the necessary
spillway, but when he tried 1o Bakeries and taverps also played
buy several kegs of blasting pow~ (heir part in the busi
der for the job, local storekeepers rommunity.

- __7ew Old-timers |

|| refers to his medical know! edge

| view 1 'the project with wmuch
concur And doubt as to whether
or no' they had a rebél in their
midst. After much wnvestigationy,
he was given the explosives and
the engineering job was complet-
ed wit' splendid results in great- ||
v increased water flow to the
| il \ \
| Mopuls ot 300

At ng time did the villige pop-
1latior exceed 300 people, and 20/
vears ‘go it fell off to nhout 200 |
Four i purches, a-town hall, large
school. two general stores, gar-|8
ages, ( branch bank, a saw-mill.|
a cheje factory and chopping
mill ¢imprise the town at the

In the days of the
‘rades
t arness-making
nd livery business flourished.

ness of the ‘7

Ay
Although there are ve
old-timers still resident lr?wi:::
saw, the village doctor, Donald
Monro. can forge strongest links
between past and present, He says '
that he probably knows too muc
about its history, but perhaps he

of its inhabitants, No one is bet~

ter informed than the doctor, who ||
personally has brought over 3,000
infants of the combined Douro-

of correspondence between Wig- >
more and heads of the militia yoyld be recorded in“much de-
board were of no avail in getting \j1, preferably by himself. *
a shilling of pay for any of the , o0 pooe Horges f
He kept three fast horses in his
stable at all times, and his calls
and vigils in lonely cabins of up-
per Dummer and with majar op-
erations performed in co-upera-
tion with the late Dr. Alex Fraser
Sr, of Lakefield in farm-house
kitchens, would make present-
day medical history, he says. The
“doc” has takert time out from
his busy practice to be active in
politics, and has been president
of the East Peterborough Liberal
Association for 28 years, and an
additional 12 years president of
the county association as well. To-
gether with medical and personal
calls, he probably did a finer job
of political canvassing than any
riding executive in the county.

He is a testimony that a busy ane '
fruitful life make for a youthful
outlook on life, for 1ot many men
are as busy as he at his age.

Like New Hampshire

1t is interesting to note the sim. -
ilarigy of the township to taat of

the state of New Hampshire from
whence the Choates and Burn-
hams emigrated. The rugged
limestone-strewn ficlds and
lush river bottom
make the New England
feel quite at home. Aned if by
chance he were to stop in the ple~ ||
turesque little village for a bit of ©
shopping, he would understand -
and appreciate the canny bargain-
ing pawers of its merchants which |
has been passed along from fath-
er to son for the past 122 years, a
tradition of the Down Rast
Yankee.
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