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by Patrick Raftis
WALKERTON--Controlling pain
5 one of the few ways medical
ractitioners can aid patients suf-
-'iring from cancer or other terminal

hospital for pain management pur-
poses. The patients stay in the
hospital for three or four days when
first put on the pump. When
hospital staff discover the optimum
dosage for relieving pain, while
leaving the patient mentally alert,
they are released.

. important thing about this is
that they can function. They can
drive their car, go to the beach, or

Recently, the County of Bruce
eneral Hospital purchased two
ain pumps, which have proven
ffective in controlling pain when
dl other wreatments have failed.

| The portable devices are pre- do whatever would normally
programmed o administer a do,” said Mary wein, Unit I
prescribed amount of medication at  head nurse,

regular  inervals. They allow  The pumps work by sutomatically

ng 4 minute, constant
amount of analgesic or pain
mediation to the patient through a
small needle, usually inserted in the
abdomen. The batery operated

tients o function outside the
Boepital, while keeping their pain
under control.
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Pain panp will give Terminollyﬂiglll patients

pumps are compact (about twice the
size of a elephone pager), batery
operated and can be wom around
the waist or shoulder,

The pumps, which cost about
$4.500 each, are used only when
the medical professionals believe
the patient can go home once his or
her pain is controlled.

Since the program began in May,
five patients have been admitted to
the program. If the hospital pumps
are in use, the patient can rent a
pump through the Home Care

program.

The family and patient are taught
how 1o care for the pump, The
teaching is started in the hospital
and continues through home care.
Emewein says the pump has
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buil-in safety features to prevent ™ \K
misuse. The computerized pumps O

have an individual security code,

which is not given to the patiers

which -musl be used o0 uq'(\\
m is no wa _@\’?’
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While Emewein said no patients
have experienced bmwim . |
pumps, they are always given 1
medtﬂon 0 take in case the d
machine fails,
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in here crazy with pain,

you see that they get reliel from
that to the point they can
funcuon at home, | think it gives

uw__E-m a sense of control,
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PAIN PUMP--Mary Ernewein, Unit Two head nurse at County of
Bruce General Hospital, demonstrates the use of a pain pump,
on hospital employee Terry Schultz. The device dispenses
controlled doses of pain medication to patlents who would
otherwise have to be hospitalized. (Raftis photo)
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amb, son of Andrew and

IN CELEBRATION of the 125th anniversary of
the proclamation making Walkerton the county
town of Bruce, Walkerton town council held one
meeting In the home of the lown’s founder,
Joseph Walker. Walkerton reeve Dale Wilson
brought congratulations to the town on behalf
of Bruce County and Les Young brought greet-

Ings from Bram Township. A room Inthe Walker
House, located on McNab Street, provided the
sefting for this photo of council (from left):
Steve Adams, JIm Penner, reeve Dale Wilson,
Wilf Lane, mayor James Bolden, Doug Abel, de-
puty reeve Ron Lobsinger, Alex Ramsay and |
Ron Wells. (Photo by J. Lavole) |
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