An Organization with
a Heart

Women’s Institute members are a caring, sharing group
of women within their communities! o

In the 85th Anniversary year, this volunteer organization

must have been doing many things right to have lasted all

ears.

ﬂlé(s;!n); of the District Annuals recently had a marve\gus
theme at their 80th meeting, “Reflection and‘Rene_wal. It
seems so easy to “Reflect” and bask in the pndc_ of accom-
plishments, However, the “Renewal”” is not soA51mple. The
world seems so fast-moving, the choices so vaned,' 1hat_1t {s
difficult to just make a simple decision as to which direc-
1 e W.I. should take. r

ll(”Ilnlhlhis special year, *“Renewal” shuul_d take plnonty at
one meeting of every Branch in Ontano,rgllcwmg every
member time to talk about their role, and if we should be
attempting to take on a new direction apd anew proﬁle_,

I’m certain by now, through my editorals you re:ahze _I
feel there should be some changes within the Women's Insti-
tute organization, however, | also recognize the tremendous
potential. : .

“Renewal” in this W.I. year means somethmg» special to
me as well. At the end of June 1 shall be leaving you as
Editor of Home and Country.

You have given me strong support over lhe twenty years
[ have worked at Provincial level and for this I want to say
# ou” most sincerely.

‘h;ﬁt );'riendships made have come about because of the
work in the W.I. and mean much not only to me but to our
em;It?sfl’::;?Iylhe working together — sometimes hard \:Jf)rk,
sometimes fun and laughter, sharing in one apothers joys
and sorrows, and yet never losing sight of an important in-
gredient, “people”. This kaleidoscope of events has brought
a special meaning into my days as Editor. 7

If we will all think of “Renewal” as continuing to respect

the needs of women and their families, working to\n{ard a
higher profile in a society that often gives more meaning to
“things”, we will have made this 85th Anniversary year 2
tribute to every charter member in every Branch in Ontario,
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Women’s Institutes Eighty-Five
Years Later

February 19, 1897 was a day thar made history. One hundred and one women
and one man, Mr. Lee, were the newsmakers at the turn of the ceniury

February 19, 1982, will mark the 85th Anniversary of the founding of the first
Women's Institute in the world

The family was the core-reason for founding Women's Institutes, and remains
50, 1o this day.

Women's Institute members for the last 85 years have stood by the concept of
strengthening the family unit and encouraged women to go beyond their homes
and farms to help one another think as individuals

The formation of local branches quickly snow-balled in Ontario and it wasn't
long before the work spread into other Provinces in the Dominion. Men have
played an important role in the Women's Institute, especially, in the first thirty
years. Although it is questionable if any W1 members would have enjoved the
benefits of the organization over the last 85 years without the support of their
husbands.

In Ontario, back as far as 1896, Mr. Erland Lee heard Adelaide Hoodless
speak, and herein lies the key to the formation of Women's Institutes. Just as the
family unit, back ar the turn of the century, depended on the mother and father
for guidance, the Women's Institute would not have been organized withour a
woman (Adelaide Hoodless), who had a desire ro tell the community abour her
problem and concern, and a gentleman (Erland Lee), who recognized the
importance of the situation and encouraged a gathering of women, where she
would have a receptive audience

In our 85th year, Ontario WI's are encouraging members of FWIC and the
Constituent Societies belonging to that group, 1o recognize and accept the fact
that the first WI in the world had co-founders, Mrs. Hoodless and Erland Lee
This will be on the agenda ar the 1982 National Convention and Ontario
members are hopeful bias will not shade the decision

With the formation of Branches throughout Canada, it was inevitable that the
Women's Institutes were destined for overseas. The Ontario born and educated
Madge Robertson, moved to British Columbia, married Alfred Wart, and be-
came a dedicated member of the Metchosin WI. After his death, she and her
sons moved to England just before World War [. After war was declared, Mrs
Wart could see thar rural women, if organized, could play an important part in
planting garden plots from which the vegetables could feed the local residents
With the assistance of two influential men, a WI was organized in Flanfair,
Wales, in 1915

The Federated Women's Institutes of Ontario have spear-headed projects,
such as, assuming ownership of the Erland Lee ( Museun) Home, where history
was made when the original Constitution was written. Thousands of dollars have
been invested in the educational projects for the youth, not only in Ontario, bui
averseas, too. Assisting women in third-world countries has been beyond ques-
tion, an tmportant facet of the Wi work, where strong support was given, along
with other Constituent Societies, 1o the Associated Country Women of the World

projects.

Now in 1982, where do we stand as an organization in our communiry?
History will record, in the beginning, the Wl and the Church, were the organiza-
tional strengths in rural areas of Ontarto. Today, we compete with a host of
other local organizations, as well as leisure-time activities, such as we've never
experienced before. Our role has become more difficult, so it becomes much
more important to define our goals and objectives.

We cherish the past, bur we cannot live on previous accomplishments. All
those important roles we have played over the past 85 years were not in vain
However, in the [980's, our reasons for being, our objectives for existence, must
be motivated toward the needs of the present-day woman.

A re-thinking of direction and a re-defining of structure may be the answer.
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