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L e ft to  r ig h t a re  A g r ic u ltu ra l A w a rd  o f  M e rit re c ip ie n ts , D r. A lla n  S im p s o n  an d  M ary  H e le n  S im p s o n , 
a lo n g  w ith  D e n is  P o m m a in v ille , re e v e  o f N a tio n  T o w n s h ip . P o m m a in v ille  p re s e n te d  th e  S im p s o n s  
w ith  a c e r tif ic a te  on  b e h a lf  o f th e  U n ite d  C o u n tie s  o f  P re s c o tt  an d  R u s s e ll, a t th e  re c e n t S o il an d  C ro p  
Im p ro v e m e n t A s s o c ia tio n  b a n q u e t in S t-B e rn a rd in . 2 -3

S T-B ER N A R D IN  -  Long
tim e Stardale dairy farmers. 
Dr. A llan and M ary Helen 
Simpson, w ere presented 
with the Eastern V alley Soil 
and Crop Im provem ent 
Association Award o f  Merit 
last Saturday evening, for 
more than aq u art^ -cen tu ry  
o f  i n v o l v e m e n t  in  
agriculture and rural life.

A t the annual dinner o f  
the EVSCIA, (Prescott 
C oun ty  b ra n c h ), held  
M arch 23 at the St- 
B e rn a rd in  C o m m u n ity  
Centre, county president 
Thom as Hearle read the 
citation, then presented the 
couple with an Award o f 
M erit plaque, followed by 
the large, w ooden plaque 
which bears the nam es o f 
all previous winners.

Christa Hearle, w ife o f 
th e  E V S C IA  c o u n ty  
p residen t, p resen ted  a 
bouquet o f  roses to Mary 
Helen Simpson.

S e v e r a l  p r e v io u s

award-winners were on 
hand including Cecil and 
M aureen  C ass, H erve 
Castonguay, Gaston Levac 
and their spouses.

The recognition d idn’t 
stop there. The Hon. Don 
B oudria p resen ted  the 
couple with a certificate 
from Prime M inister Jean 
Chretien as well as one 
from B oudria’s own office.

Provincial M PP Jean- 
Marc Lalonde brought a 
congratulatory scroll from 
Premier Mike Harris and a 
further certificate bearing 
his own signature.

Representing county 
warden M ichel Lalonde, 
N ation Township reeve, 
D e n is  P o m m a in v il le ,  
presented the Simpsons 
with another certificate o f 
honour -  this one on behalf 
o f  Prescott-Russell United 
Counties.

A seventh citation was 
presented by Scott Allen on 
b e h a lf  o f  the  D airy

P ro d u cers  o f  P resco tt 
County, for "25 years’ 
com m itm ent in advancing 
the interests o f  dairy 
producers”.

S peak ing  for the 
p r o v i n c i a l  b o a rd  o f  
directors o f  the Soil and 
C r o p  I m p r o v e m e n t  
Association, Cecil Cass 
com m ended Allan and 
M ary Helen on their 
a c h i e v e m e n t ,  a n d  
encouraged farmers to both 
complete, and register their 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a r m  
m anagem ent plans.

Home to celebrate their 
parents’ award were the 
S im p s o n s ’ d a u g h te r s ,  
Christy and Sally, along 
with son John and his wife.

After some persuasion 
during d inner, C hristy  
Simpson spoke a few words 
on behalf o f  all the younger 
Simpsons.

Recalling that her 
p a r e n t s  h a d  c i t e d  
"spending more time with

their children" as one 
reason for moving back to 
the farm, Christy spoke o f 
the life lessons she, her 
brother and sister learned as 
a re su lt o f  w o rk ing  
alongside their parents; for 
example, the value o f  hard 
work.

With a few jokes about 
running after heifers at 5 
a.m. and the early start time 
o f  m orning chores, Christy 
reflected on the importance 
o f grow ing up on a farm 
surrounded by extended 
fam ily  and a ca rin g  
community. In closing, all 
three thanked their parents 
for making the decision to 
move to the farm.

"This award is 
like an Oscar "

Expressing thanks for 
the award. Allan Simpson 
told the audience, "this 
award is like an Oscar for 
family farming, presented 
by those who work in the 
business and live in the 
community."
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