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presentations this week and try
to land some big contracts with
industrial pallet-using
companies. If landfill sites raise
fees for pallet dumping, another
pallet source will open for North
Star. As Reeve of Westminster
Town, Budden'’s ear is close to
the wall when it comes to
municipal leanings and changes.
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BELMONT — Don Budden’s
problem isn’t a lack of business,

The North Star Industrial
Recycling Inc. general manager
has something else on his mind.

Budden, in business with
partners Jack Dykxhoorn, Lloyd
Boughner and Don Matthews,
sees so much potential...and
that’s kind of the problem.

North Star takes wood pallets
— used industrial skids — and
turns them into wood chips

successful. As former owner of a
Glanworth car repair shop he
also knows North Star is a new ﬂi 5%
kind of business and finding the == ©...
niche and developing that
market is partly education,
experience and entrepreneurial
skills.
- | Budden gets a Ehone call. The
| caller, a man, asks if he has any
| sawdust.
“No,” responds Budden.
Well, how about shavings?
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farmers are North Star’s main wood pallets into barnyard wood chips. Local dairy farmers like to 1 Budden, waving his arm
customers. the product to bed down animals and Budden hopes to cash in on around his desk piled high with
_ The farmer calls ahead, pulls three-way recycling aspect: from pallets to chips; and then used ch information, talks abouf how
into the yard (acres of pallets plowed into the fields. capital investment intensive this
stacked the height of a small ) . 4 . business is and how when you
house) and backs up his truck tI(t S naturalf,] re]cycled. seems to they’re trying footpaths f{?r P! say North Star you're talk{ng
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Brinoklae dof product (after a farmers have finished with the crushed pallets for growing
magnet has sucked out the najls) ¢dding, they can spread it on shiitake mushrooms...and how
is a thick, aromatic mixture of the land; thus the recycled pallet about 50-pound bags of chips for
straw-like particles containing 1srecycled a second time. hobby horse owners?.
40 per cent hardwood and 60 per What to do with all this What about the latest
cent softwood. potential? environmental buzzword —

The pallets that are reusable They're experimenting with composting? Budden sees

are sold to another operation how to package the slightly incredible potential with
here, North Star Pallets, a larger landscaping chips: backyard composters and his
separate business. they’re experimenting with chips.

Farmers like the chip product. poultry and swine bedding; Budden works out of a trailer
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