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Seprember means “back o school® for
most of us.  Even if we're no longer a
student, or no longer the parent of a
student, the whole community still seems
to evolve around summer holidays and
back to school.

Schools and learning were structured
very differently long ago. Our national
aritude roward formal schooling was very
different, roo. School attendance in the
1800's was largely determined by a
family's geographical location, |{|cir
financial situation, and even their race,

Nincteenth century children grew into
adule responsibilities so quickly thar
attending school was not always a Lmily't
top priority for their offspring. Usually, it
was only city children who arended
schaol on a daily basis for most of the
year. Farm children in rural areas were
needed to assist their parents during all
but the winter t‘llunl|'|_\, and so could
attend school only briefly each year. For
many children, such as boys in coal
mining towns, their only access o any
lurrn.nTi‘l.rll education was at Sunday
School. It was a very rare situation for any
child to atend school pase eighth grade;
the privilege of high school or college
cducation was reserved for a wealthy
minority, usually males, Many school
teachers in the olden days began their
careers at about 16 years old!

Lessons
Lessons were different too, Students
spent much of their day learnings things
by memorization,  The following poem
(which is still reciced today) wught
students o memorize the number of Jivs
in cach month |

Thirty datys hath September

.'I‘[nr,’. June and November

All the rese huve thirty-one

Excepting February alone
And it has twenty-eight diys time

ne.
-

Spelling Bees were a popular activity in
pio::cr ug:hmh. Students wmh |
teams, each taking wrns calling ot the
letters to correctly spell words which were
appropriate to their abilit, and ¢
earn points for each word they spel

wou
correctly. This activity often wurned out o
thuiu:ncmua( between the students.

ictionary work was a common dctivity |
in ionmr{chools 100, Smdmm
look up words in a dictionary to learn
their meaning. They would alsor learn how
w0 pronounce the word correctly, find 2

nonym and use each word in a sentence.
This practice, of course, would increase
their vocabulary,

Students would leam basic Arithmeric -
the science of numbers, now referred 1o at
mathematics or math. would
memortize their "times tables™ from 1
through 12 and were tested on their skill
daily. Calculators did not exist, They were
taught o add sums, subtract, multiply
numbers and long division,

Village School House
One-room community schools were very
cammon well into the 20th century, and |

rnmmp.ulcd several of students

and one teacher, cy were [
warmed by a wood-burning stove sl |
in the middle of the om. It have ,
a cloakroom at the back with hooks for |
over-clothing, Indoor plumbing being rare
even in most homes, the washroom would |

A
be an outhouse. L

In pioneer days, ﬁ‘lim' was nﬁﬂ
cnfurcepd the :m"l;? It is argua
whether roday's seeming lack of discipline
is more conducive to learning or if in E

we give our uudmutoo::ny ‘ar
Suidents were expected o m&ll‘
quier except for recitation periods. Pupils
spoke when called upon by the teacher or
requested permission before
raising their right arm. A formal palite-
niess was required at all times. were
usually required o stand when ing to
the reacher of to the class, Titles of respect
(Miss, Mister, Ma'am, Sir) were always
used in addressing the teacher.  Students
were required to speak correctly,
Punishment took numerous forms.
Corporal punishment was not unheard of
nor were other extreme penalties such as
detention, suspension and even expulsion. -
Lesser punishments, more common at that
time than now, included such ma
rap on the hands or knuckles with & ruler,
standing in a corner with face to the wall,

S

wearing ;;lluqa cap,
room, and sitting upon a
stool beside mw. '

stnding for long periods with .
! umlhldngtnw’tl Su':'m front, or 3
- standing




