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NFU, OFA on the deadstock dilemma

National Farmers Union

A brain dead decision

There are things some in power don’t like
people to say out loud or to hear, but it seems
like it is time for a little blunt and straight
forward talk about deadstock in Dalton
McGunity's Ontario.

There was a time when the brainiacs in
government, business and academia advised
farmers quite strongly that they feed ground-
up cattle back to eattle in the form of a pellet.
They told farmers it was perfectly safe,
efficient and a very good idea.

ON THE

Even if you have never owned farm livestock,
if you have owned a pet you know this. For
farm animals one of the most vulnerable times
is when giving birth. On our farm this year we
lost two cows, an unusual occurrence for us,
due to complications from caving. It is a fact of
farming.

Where is this all leading you might ask? Well
the Ontario government recently removed a
subsidy that was helping the deadstock industry
keep its cost down to farmers. That subsidy has

people in the industry need to adapt to that new
environment.” . : ]
Those regulations being talked about will do little, if
anything, to actually bring the costs down for famgrs or
the deadstock industry. Yet government is knowingly
abandoning its moral responsibility for a situation they
helped to create; a situation that faces all livestock
farmers whether they ever had a lick of commercial feed
on their property or not. The chance is high that someone
facing unmanageable costs might make a bad decision in
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dealing with a dead animal. Something that would cost ‘
NFU board member

government much more, just in
enforcement alone you would
have to expect.

Where I come from, what the |
government is doing around
deadstock removal costs is called
cutting their nose off to spite |
their face and just dumping
down costs on those who can't
do anything to stop them. |

Conservative Agriculture critic
Emie Hardeman is once -again

Farmers and others who questioned the
wisdom of turning a grass eating animal into a
cannibal were ridiculed, called old fashioned and no
doubt called anti-prosperity too. Then of course the
entirely predictable happened, mistakes were made, and farmers in a struggling beef
nature showed it is always way smarter than people as industry will be particularly hard
Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) entered the hit.

Canadian herd. It entered the American herd as well, It is anticipated that costs may
despite their pretence, but that's another story. rise as much as 300 per cent.

Let’s be clear — government played a fundamental and Farmers have no way to pass this
culpable role in the increased costs associated with the cost on to end users of their
removal of specified risk materials (SRM) associated products like other businesses, so

with BSE. By not examining this practice more carefully, they will end up bearing the entire cost of the loss of the

showing leadership by taking on this issue. Those of us
and in fact encouraging if, government shares a deadstock industry subsidy. This will be on top of the who care about food, the environment and health need to |
significant portion of the blame for what happened. And

costs already associated with BSE that farmers are still  give him our support. -
one thing that happened was sionificant neanse—- e g S e . } : 3

been removed with
anticipated large
increases in the cost of deadstock
removal for farmers. Cow-calf

Let’s be clear — government
played a fundamental and
culpable role in the increased
costs associated with the
removal of specified risk
materials (SRM) associated
with BSE.
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Bruce Power givesElck

By Parrick BALES

varieties

Preston spoke of his love of the Port Elgin
community, and how it was an inclusive, sup-
portive area.

“Growing up, I never felt I was disabled.”
he said.

MecDonald talked about her experiences at
summer camp, something she could not have
done without the financial support from Eas-
ter Seals.

While at camp this year, she and other
participants took part in the contest to de- |
sign Hawthorne's official Christmas card. |
Hawthome insisted there was no favourit-
ism or pre-selection, but he in fact randomly

arket has baskets

The fourth annual Bruce Power Spint of
Giving dinner saw $200,000 donated to two
incredibly worthy causes.

The dinner is the company’s yearly fund-
raiser for the Easter Seals Society. Featur-
ing a silent auction and live entertainment,
the dinner this year, twice the size of previ-
ous years, showed those in attendance how
a group of incredible disabled young people
remove the “dis” from the equation.

Bruce Power president and chief executive
officer (CEQ) Duncan Hawthorne served as

The

pple from his tree Tuesday. The new

Sept. 4 when Smiths Apples and Farm Market
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certain everyone in attendance would be as
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