& -7 The Crispin Bridge 5
(By McTufl) i
Following 1s a correct history of the
* first bridge built at the late Mr. Cris-
PBin’s. .
As T have been asked so often how
that bridge was built and whe built it
I thought It wise to tell the readers of
The Post, and it may be of some use
to the councils of both Brant and
Bentinck. 3
This bridge was bullt some little time
before the cocunty of Bruce was taken
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from Huron county, and was put up
with a number of mistakes, like many
other jobs that the ratepayers do with-
cut pay and without an inspeector.

Trhe bridge was pul several rods
down stream on private property that
belonged to the late Mr. Crispin, and
in thosa very early days there was solid
bush on both sides of the river where
it was erccted, end the timber in that
bush was the very best of cedar, pine
and gch, but litie did we early settlers
thirk that It would bring the pile of
| money It would to-day.

They made a mistake when they
bullt that bridge, (like many another
thing in those days) in not keeping it
on the town line, but as Messrs. Cris-
pin and Metealfe were so keen to get
a passage out they felt like giving all
the land the few settlers wanted. I'am
told by Ed. Lines that his late father
got Mr. Macintosh, of Walkerton, to
draw up an agreement between the
parties, and how it was among his
papers or sent to Goderich to be regis-
tered. And If the above bridge had been
built in its right place what trouble
might have been saved. Those sandy
hills at Crispin’s conld easily have been
dug ouf, and In time, by doing a little
caeh year, they would have been all
right. But Ib s a fault much like our
county ' roads. The fathers in those
deays thought It much better to pay
two, three or five hundred dollars to
the owner of theé land where those
hills were, and to-day anyone with
hall an eye can see their blunder.

The first bridge at the late Crispin’s
was built by the flrst settlers. Some
brought their teams, some their axes,
and all brought their dinner pail, with,
no doubt, pork, bread and potatees in
it.

In those véry early days the river
Was never( known to get very deep.
The country being all bush, the snow
and ice left very slowly, and those first

sebtlers little fthought of a big flood,
and they bulle ‘this bridge much too
lgw. 50 much so that it went down the
river the next year. Perhaps the abut-
ments might have stood the strain, but
the foolish settlers dig not put store
in them. Stones were very hard to find
inthose days, and the poor struggling
settlers had their hands full in order
to get a bit of land cleared for crop. .
It appears that the span over the
{ river was nearly 70 feet wide, They put
five pine stringers over the river, made,
Or squared, 16 or 18 inches, and thaose
siringers were said to be 75 feet long.
They were got out of M. Metcalf's'
bush, near by, and I they were stand-
Ing to-day they would be worth over &
$100 ¢xch, but as 1 sald, in these early
days oll the new settlers wanted was |
to get them off the land.
I am told that a lit{le west of Mr.
Meteali's place n man gave out a job

to cut and clear five acres of land
along the rohd, on the 3rq’ con., and
more than' hall of the timbet was f'
(and nearly ) large trees. The cedar
was tall and would have split inte No.
1 shingles, and tlie man who had the
contract burnt it all up in log heaps.
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The plank on the bridge was got at
cld Mr?;ﬁan:@;?ﬁmo‘.had “a little saw-
mill ‘only 114 miles from where the

! bridge stood. But only think, those £
'abutments were =all made of cedar, P
those fine trees that must have been y
3 or 4 feet in diameter, and all went -
down the river, never to be heard
from again, and the dear old ploneers
were left to get their necessaries over
the best way they could. [

But the above bridge was not the r
only one lost. In the course of a year
or so there was another one built, and

‘built on private property and in the
same place. No doubt the council built |
the second one, and one would have L
thought that those smart picked fath- || -
ers would have put the second one up
‘&0 thal it would be there for 25 or 30
‘years, just like the bridge at Maple
Hill, all built by the writer, and has
stood longer fhan any public bridge ¥
on that wild river.

The second bridge only stood the
strain some 2 or 3 years, and away it
went, just like the first, but I think :
they put some stone in it. But about i
this time the settlers had made clear- :
ings, the sun had to to shine, although
some years it was nearly May before it
did, and by that time it was 50 power-
ful the river went up by jumps, the
trees, stumps, rubbish-and lce were
mountains high, and this second bridge
was very little higher than the first,
so down the Saugeen it went. n r

After they got a lesson they built |
the third bridge, which stood only af
reasonable time, and to-day the coun- &
cil has got it put into a bandbox, so |
that no team can get to poor Hanover,
and how I pity those old pioneers on
the South Line. _ - 1ot

I could tell you much more in this
letter about the doings of our town,

but s I am much un
vet lggﬂnﬁnﬁlmﬁ on me
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