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. Welcome aboard for gur S0th Anniversary hus trip

We hope 4 X
you mers zepuainied wita . e

3t o Fm n4 . ;
- : our Renfrew Scuth Dietrict in various weys.
i tr _..u._ may tell you things histor
end present tites, bits of cu

ical, industrial, old days
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e ure of wvarious sorts, conservation items,
sowetling for every srea of our instituse program-

educasional glimpses,
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o _h? _&?c .0# this Fair Grounds was bought by the Scuth Renfrew

:z_lcal.ura_ Society in 1873 for $700., It corprizes 5% acres The

St Aot oitea ) ) ; res. T

;h " Agricultural Hall was built for $3,700. Admission te the Feir

4‘51 }eaf {114 years agoe) was 25¢ rer adult, 10¢ per ghild. Last year

it was $3.00 per adult, $1.00 per child.
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. L1""E jonn of Henfrew had its beginnings in the early 1300's, Its

tarst seitler was Joseph Brunette 1820 - 1823. By the 1850's it was

& willage of ahout 40D pecple but had i X
T L previously been call 2

Chute ¢l she Bennechere. e

Sir Fr i inch Fri

ter of Canads for 10 weeks wes ;::;;ESH‘HCIE o R
It is built cn both sides of the Bormechere River and it is interest:

to note that that river's name appesrs on a map made in 1774, so t;i*ng
coumiry was dnown ard mepped 240 years agctj . "

. ?he shoot stretsh of highway on which we are riding, from Reﬁ?rew
dunction. to the Douglas twrn cff, is known as the sione road--well‘
gl E: ;:ihb2§un i:h1919 and Eventualiy wes built to Touglas and
net on:y :i_rOﬂe. The cold =stone fences and stonepiles in fields
wire‘drawn Witn wagons, carts, sleighs, and stoneboats, at all Seagons
ﬂ_zna vear o piles every 3 miles along the way, to be later crushed
read %o a depth of 18% ({6"large, E"medium, & £"fine with ;a;) )

; L1% about 5 miles per year and reid the farmers about $5.00 ;er
:éy Tor stone, 352 - 452 per hour for a 10 hour day for labourers!

lﬁ? momd %o your right goes to Balsam Hill W, I. Hall and on te Dougla
¥e cre trevelling Hwy, 132 frem here to Dacre. e
t watch for Ferguslea road sign,
cld Cpeonge road,

i

e . Thet is part of the

‘ : ) We will tell you more about the Opecnge reoad shortl
but first about Ferguslea. It wae & busy place in early days It Hady‘
8 railway siation on the K&F Line called Cpeongo Station. Fa;gu;l-

wag the site of the Reld woollen Mills begun in 1542 by Ephrainm Re?:
and his family. Their original log house and the later large fr;m:

cne are etill sianding, ceccupied by the McMshen family (Bill im eclerk-
treesurer of Renfrew]. These Reid woollen mills provided blankets for
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cope who wen' to the Eiel Hebell kel 1886, Reids ught ra
s tr in 1 bo t w

ible for its industrial begimnings.
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grey wool from Seuth Africa by the bele, carded, spun, dyed and wove

i% 4into blankets which were shizped by K & P to Renfrew and thence by
C.P.%. to the west (£500 per carload) and supplied over 5000 men

¢ soléiers and N.W.M, Police ) with blankets end material for uniforms.

Perguslea alsc had the Cpeongo Hotel built of logs in 1860's by
2 Ur, Harty - 12 rooms ( 7 were bedrcoms )} and log stables. It was
tuilt in the form of a letter T. -

Prom nere te Dacre we follow closely the old Cpecngo Road, though
it wes a winding trail.

I+ was the first colonization road in the Upper Ottawa.
in 1854 it ren west from the mouth of the Bonnechere to Great Cpeongo
Loke in Algonguin Park, roughly along the watersned of the Bonnechere and
Hadawesks, Today we will follow the Madawaeks valley to Combermere and
she Donmnechere walley on the way home. It was to facilitate movement
of supplies %o the lumber camps but lots were leter granted of 50 or
100 acres to settlers on condition that they would build a cabin and
cultivete = certain acreage within &4 years. The Opeongo road was &
slashed %rail around boulders and over corduroy-laid swamps. After the
timper was gome it fell to the settlers to maeintain the road. I'm glad

Commenced

we ere using Hwy 132 today!

Kote on your left = Whelan Road leading %o Czlabogie Peaks - one of
the finest =ki slopes in Easternm Ontaric.: Today we will sleo pass
Cendize and it, Hadawaska ski areas. )

We will be crossing at varicus points today the Madawaska river,
which with the Bonnechere and the Cpeongo Trail linked our Henfrew
Seuth District from Arnprior to Combermere. The Madawaska hegins in
Algenquin Park, runs through Combermere to Calabogie and thence %o
pArmpricr where it runs into the Ottawa. (n our road home this evening
we will follew the Bonmechere.

Shemseok - old log home on left now at least 135 years old. This
There once were &

Teams from

area settlasd by the Irish - names like O'Gorman.
gtore, sawemill, end 4 hotels { or stopping places ).
Denkbigh en route to Renfrew sticpped here one night on way in and one
on refurn 4rip. Todey we figure 45 minutes for the trip.

Here's sne for conservasionists. We are aprroaching Dacre and 3
things you can watch for - (1) Candiac ski slopes on your left if you
are watching at the right moment {2) Constant Creek which runs right to



